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“The Sermon on the Mount is Heaven’s
benediction to the world.” Preface.
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“THE WORDS THAT I SPEAK UNTO YOU,
THEY ARE SPIRIT, AND THEY ARE LIFE”
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{1}
Chap. 1

ON THE
MOUNTAINSIDE

M

ORE THAN fourteen centuries before Jesus was born
in Bethlehem, the children of Israel gathered in the fair
vale of Shechem, and from the mountains on either side
the voices of the priests were heard proclaiming the blessings and
the curses—”a blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the Lord
your God: . . . and a curse, if ye will not obey.” Deuteronomy 11:27,
28. And thus the mountain from which the words of benediction
were spoken came to be known as the mount of blessing. But it
was not upon Gerizim that the words were spoken which have come
as a benediction to a sinning and sorrowing world. Israel fell short
of the high ideal which had been set before her. Another than Joshua
must guide His people to the true rest of faith. No longer is Gerizim
known as the mount of the Beatitudes, but that unnamed mountain
beside the Lake of Gennesaret, where Jesus spoke the words of
blessing to His disciples and the multitude.
Let us in imagination go back to that scene, and, as we sit with
the disciples on the mountainside, enter into the thoughts and feelings that filled their hearts. Understanding what the words of Jesus
meant to those who heard them, we may discern in them a new
vividness and beauty, and may also gather for ourselves their deeper
lessons.
When the Saviour began His ministry, the popular conception
of the Messiah and His work was such as wholly unfitted the people
to receive Him. The spirit {2} of true devotion had been lost in
tradition and ceremonialism, and the prophecies were interpreted
at the dictate of proud, world-loving hearts. The Jews looked for
the coming One, not as a Saviour from sin, but as a great prince
who should bring all nations under the supremacy of the Lion of
the tribe of Judah. In vain had John the Baptist, with the heartsearching power of the ancient prophets, called them to repentance.
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They “came to hear Him, and to be
healed of their diseases.” Luke 6:17.

In vain had he, beside the Jordan, pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of
God, that taketh away the sin of the world. God was seeking to
direct their minds to Isaiah’s prophecy of the suffering Saviour, but
they would not hear.
Had the teachers and leaders in Israel yielded to His transforming grace, Jesus would have made them His ambassadors among
men. In Judea first the coming of the kingdom had been proclaimed,
and the call to repentance had been given. In the act of driving out
the desecrators from the temple at Jerusalem, Jesus had announced
Himself as the Messiah—the One who should cleanse the soul from
the defilement of sin and make His people a holy temple unto the
Lord. But the Jewish leaders would not humble themselves to receive the lowly Teacher from Nazareth. At His second visit to Jerusalem He was arraigned before the Sanhedrin, and fear of the people
alone prevented these dignitaries from trying to take His life. Then
it was that, leaving Judea, He entered upon His ministry in Galilee.
His work there had continued some months before the Sermon
on the Mount was given. The message He had proclaimed throughout the land, “The kingdom of {3} heaven is at hand” (Matthew
4:17), had arrested the attention of all classes, and had still further
fanned the flame of their ambitious hopes. The fame of the new
Teacher had spread beyond the limits of Palestine, and, notwith10

T HE BEATITUDES
ing with Him the cup of sorrow, they are partakers also of His joy.
It was through suffering that Jesus obtained the ministry of
consolation. In all the affliction of humanity He is afflicted; and
“in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succor them that are tempted.” Isaiah 63:9; Hebrews 2:18. In this ministry every soul that has entered into the fellowship of His sufferings is privileged to share. “As the sufferings of Christ abound in
us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.” 2 Corinthians
1:5. The Lord has special grace for the mourner, and its power is to
melt hearts, to win souls. His love opens a channel into the wounded
and bruised soul, and becomes a healing balsam to those who sorrow. “The Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort . . .
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.
“When the day dawns,—that other long, long day,
When night beyond our ken has passed,
When home and rest are reached at last,—
I think, perchance, that we shall say,
The toil but makes more sweet the rest.
And sorrow was not spent in vain,
If patient strength be learned through pain;
And we shall see His way was best.”

“BLESSED ARE THE MEEK.”
MATTHEW 5:5.

T

hroughout the Beatitudes there is an advancing line of
Christian experience. Those who have felt their need of Christ,
those who have mourned because of {14} sin and have sat with
Christ in the school of affliction, will learn meekness from the divine Teacher.
Patience and gentleness under wrong were not characteristics
prized by the heathen or by the Jews. The statement made by Moses
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that he was the meekest
23

“HE HUMBLED HIMSELF”

“Through humility and self-surrender we
may become heirs with Him, when the
‘meek shall inherit the earth.’ ” —Page 17.
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man upon the earth, would not have been regarded by the people of
his time as a commendation; it would rather have excited pity or
contempt. But Jesus places meekness among the first qualifications for His kingdom. In His own life and character the divine
beauty of this precious grace is revealed.
Jesus, the brightness of the Father’s glory, thought “it not a
thing to be grasped to be on an equality with God, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a servant.” Philippians 2:6, 7, R.V.,
margin. Through all the lowly experiences of life He consented to
pass, walking among the children of men, not as a king, to demand
homage, but as one whose mission it was to serve others. There
was in His manner no taint of bigotry, no cold austerity. The world’s
Redeemer had a greater than angelic nature, yet united with His
divine majesty were meekness and humility that attracted all to
Himself.
Jesus emptied Himself, and in all that He did, self did not appear. He subordinated all things to the will of His Father. When His
mission on earth was about to close, He could say, “I have glorified
Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me
to do.” John 17:4. And He bids us, “Learn of Me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart.” “If any man will come after Me, let him deny
himself” (Matthew 11:29; {15} 16:24); let self be dethroned and
no longer hold the supremacy of the soul.
He who beholds Christ in His self-denial, His lowliness of heart,
will be constrained to say, as did Daniel, when he beheld One like
the sons of men, “My comeliness was turned in me into corruption.” Daniel 10:8. The independence and self-supremacy in which
we glory are seen in their true vileness as tokens of servitude to
Satan. Human nature is ever struggling for expression, ready for
contest; but he who learns of Christ is emptied of self, of pride, of
love of supremacy, and there is silence in the soul. Self is yielded
to the disposal of the Holy Spirit. Then we are not anxious to have
the highest place. We have no ambition to crowd and elbow ourselves into notice; but we feel that our highest place is at the feet of
our Saviour. We look to Jesus, waiting for His hand to lead, listening for His voice to guide. The apostle Paul had this experience,
and he said, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
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“One thing is needful: and Mary
hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken away
from her.” Luke 10:42.

T HE TRUE MOTIVE IN SERVICE
“WHEN THOU PRAYEST, THOU SHALT NOT BE AS THE
HYPOCRITES ARE.” MATTHEW 6:5.

T

he Pharisees had stated hours for prayer; and when, as often
came to pass, they were abroad at the appointed time, they
would pause wherever they might be—perhaps in the street or the
market place, amid the hurrying throngs of men—and there in a
loud voice rehearse their formal prayers. Such worship, offered
merely for self-glorification, called forth {84} unsparing rebuke
from Jesus. He did not, however, discountenance public prayer, for
He Himself prayed with His disciples and in the presence of the
multitude. But He teaches that private prayer is not to be made
public. In secret devotion our prayers are to reach the ears of none
but the prayer-hearing God. No curious ear is to receive the burden
of such petitions.
“When thou prayest, enter into thy closet.” Have a place for
secret prayer. Jesus had select places for communion with God,
and so should we. We need often to retire to some spot, however
humble, where we can be alone with God.
“Pray to thy Father which is in secret.” In the name of Jesus we
may come into God’s presence with the confidence of a child. No
man is needed to act as a mediator. Through Jesus we may open
our hearts to God as to one who knows and loves us.
In the secret place of prayer, where no eye but God’s can see,
no ear but His can hear, we may pour out our most hidden desires
and longings to the Father of infinite pity, and in the hush and silence of the soul that voice which never fails to answer the cry of
human need will speak to our hearts.
“The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” James 5:11.
He waits with unwearied love to hear the confessions of the wayward and to accept their penitence. He watches for some return of
gratitude from us, as the mother watches for the smile of recognition from her beloved child. He would have us understand how
earnestly and tenderly His heart yearns over us. He invites us to
take our trials to His sympathy, our {85} sorrows to His love, our
wounds to His healing, our weakness to His strength, our emptiness to His fullness. Never has one been disappointed who came
unto Him. “They looked unto Him, and were lightened: and their
faces were not ashamed.” Psalm 34:5.
93
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“Jesus waits with unwearied love to hear
the confessions of the wayward, and to
accept their penitence.”—Page 84.
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T HE TRUE MOTIVE IN SERVICE
“O dull of heart, enclosed doth lie
In each ‘Come, Lord’ a ‘ Here am I’!
Thy love, thy longings, are not thine,
Reflections of a love divine.
Thy very prayer to thee was given,
Itself a messenger from heaven.”

Those who seek God in secret telling the Lord their needs and
pleading for help, will not plead in vain. “Thy Father which seeth
in secret Himself shall reward thee openly.” As we make Christ our
daily companion we shall feel that the powers of an unseen world
are all around us; and by looking unto Jesus we shall become assimilated to His image. By beholding we become changed. The
character is softened, refined, and ennobled for the heavenly kingdom. The sure result of our intercourse and fellowship with our
Lord will be to increase piety, purity, and fervor. There will be a
growing intelligence in prayer. We are receiving a divine education, and this is illustrated in a life of diligence and zeal.
The soul that turns to God for its help, its support, its power, by
daily, earnest prayer, will have noble aspirations, clear perceptions
of truth and duty, lofty purposes of action, and a continual hungering and thirsting after righteousness. By maintaining a connection
with God, we shall be enabled to diffuse to others, through our
association with them, the light, the peace, the serenity, that rule in
our hearts. The strength acquired in prayer to God, united with
persevering effort in training the mind in thoughtfulness and caretaking, prepares one for daily duties and keeps the spirit in peace
under all circumstances.
If we draw near to God, He will put a word in {86} our mouth
to speak for Him, even praise unto His name. He will teach us a
strain from the song of the angels, even thanksgiving to our heavenly Father. In every act of life, the light and love of an indwelling
Saviour will be revealed. Outward troubles cannot reach the life
that is lived by faith in the Son of God.
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NOT JUDGING, BUT DOING
spirit, “I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” Genesis
32:26. This spirit of persistence was inspired by Him who
wrestled with the patriarch. It was He who gave him the victory,
and He changed his name from Jacob to Israel, saying, “As a
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” Genesis 32:28. That for which Jacob had vainly wrestled
in his own strength was won through self-surrender and steadfast faith. “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith.” 1 John 5:4. {145}

“BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS.”
MATTHEW 7:15.

T

eachers of falsehood will arise to draw you away from the
narrow path and the strait gate. Beware of them; though concealed in sheep’s clothing, inwardly they are ravening wolves. Jesus
gives a test by which false teachers may be distinguished from the
true. “Ye shall know them by their fruits, ” He says. “Do men gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?”
We are not bidden to prove them by their fair speeches and
exalted professions. They are to be judged by the word of God. “To
the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word it is because there is no light in them.” “Cease, my son, to
hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.” Isaiah 8:20; Proverbs 19:27. What message do these teachers bring? Does it lead you to reverence and fear God? Does it lead
you to manifest your love for Him by loyalty to His commandments? If men do not feel the weight of the moral law; if they make
light of God’s precepts; if they break one of the least of His commandments, and teach men so, they shall be of no esteem in the
sight of heaven. We may know that their claims are without foundation. They are doing the very work that originated with the prince
of darkness, the enemy of God.
Not all who profess His name and wear His badge are Christ’s.
Many who have taught in My name, said Jesus, will be found wanting at last. “Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
151
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not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works? And {146}
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me,
ye that work iniquity.”
There are persons who believe that they are right, when they
are wrong. While claiming Christ as their Lord, and professedly
doing great works in His name, they are workers of iniquity. “With
their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after their
covetousness.” He who declares God’s word is to them “as a very
lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on
an instrument: for they hear Thy words, but they do them not.”
Ezekiel 33:31, 32.
A mere profession of discipleship is of no value. The faith in
Christ which saves the soul is not what it is represented to be by
many. “Believe, believe, ” they say, “and you need not keep the
law.” But a belief that does not lead to obedience is presumption.
The apostle John says, “He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 1 John
2:4. Let none cherish the idea that special providences or miraculous manifestations are to be the proof of the genuineness of their
work or of the ideas they advocate. When persons will speak lightly
of the word of God, and set their impressions, feelings, and exercises above the divine standard, we may know that they have no
light in them.
Obedience is the test of discipleship. It is the keeping of the
commandments that proves the sincerity of our professions of love.
When the doctrine we accept kills sin in the heart, purifies the soul
from defilement, bears fruit unto holiness, we may know that it is
the truth of God. When benevolence, kindness, {147} tenderheartedness, sympathy, are manifest in our lives; when the joy of right
doing is in our hearts; when we exalt Christ, and not self, we may
know that our faith is of the right order. “Hereby we do know that
we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” 1 John 2:3.
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