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T HE C ONFUSION

OF

T ONGUES

“And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower,
whose top may reach unto heaven . . . So the Lord scattered them abroad
from thence upon the face of all the earth.” Genesis 11:4, 8.
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“NOW ALL THESE THINGS
HAPPENED UNTO THEM FOR ENSAMPLES”

{33}
CHAPTER 1

WHY WAS SIN PERMITTED?
OD IS LOVE.” 1 John 4:16. His nature, His law, is love. It ever
has been; it ever will be. “The high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity,” whose “ways are everlasting,” changeth not. With Him
“is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Isaiah 57:15;
Habakkuk 3:6; James 1:17.
Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite love.
The sovereignty of God involves fullness of blessing to all created beings.
The psalmist says:
“Strong is Thy hand, and high is Thy right hand.
Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of Thy throne:
Mercy and truth go before Thy face.
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound:
They walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance.
In Thy name do they rejoice all the day:
And in Thy righteousness are they exalted.
For Thou art the glory of their strength: . . .
For our shield belongeth unto Jehovah,
And our king to the Holy One.” Psalm 89:13–18, R.V. [ In
this text and in some other Bible quotations used in this book
the word “Jehovah” is employed instead of “Lord,” as rendered
in the American supplement to the Revised Version.]

The history of the great conflict between good and evil, from the time
it first began in heaven to the final overthrow of rebellion and the total
eradication of sin, is also a demonstration of God’s unchanging love. {34}
The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an associate—a co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to created beings. “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The same was in the beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ,
the Word, the only begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father—
one in nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that could enter
into all the counsels and purposes of God. “His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. His “goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2. And the Son of God declares concerning Himself:
“The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works
of old. I was set up from everlasting. . . . When He appointed the founda-
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Section I. — Paradise & Paradise Lost
Chapter I.

Why Was Sin Per mitted?

tions of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him.” Proverbs 8:22–30.
The Father wrought by His Son in the creation of all heavenly beings.
“By Him were all things created, . . . whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for
Him.” Colossians 1:16. Angels are God’s ministers, radiant with the light
ever flowing from His presence and speeding on rapid wing to execute His
will. But the Son, the anointed of God, the “express image of His person,”
“the brightness of His glory,” “upholding all things by the word of His
power,” holds supremacy over them all. Hebrews 1:3. “A glorious high
throne from the beginning,” was the place of His sanctuary (Jeremiah 17:12);
“a scepter of righteousness,” the scepter of His kingdom. Hebrews 1:8.
“Honor and majesty are before Him: strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.” Psalm 96:6. Mercy and truth go before His face. Psalm 89:14.
The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the
happiness of all intelligent beings depends upon their perfect accord with
its great principles of righteousness. God desires from all His creatures the
service of love—service that springs from an appreciation of His character.
He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of
will, that they may render Him voluntary service. {35}
So long as all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of love,
there was perfect harmony throughout the universe of God. It was the joy
of the heavenly host to fulfill the purpose of their Creator. They delighted
in reflecting His glory and showing forth His praise. And while love to
God was supreme, love for one another was confiding and unselfish. There
was no note of discord to mar the celestial harmonies. But a change came
over this happy state. There was one who perverted the freedom that God
had granted to His creatures. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ,
had been most honored of God and was highest in power and glory among
the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the morning,” was first of the
covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the great
Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested
upon him. “Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God;
every precious stone was thy covering. . . . Thou art the anointed cherub
that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of
God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou
wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity
was found in thee.” Ezekiel 28:12–15.
Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation.
The Scripture says, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou
hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” Ezekiel 28:17.
“Thou hast said in thine heart, . . . I will exalt my throne above the stars of
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“UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME”
{171}
CHAPTER 15

THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC
BRAHAM HAD become an old man, and expected soon to die;
yet one act remained for him to do in securing the fulfillment
of the promise to his posterity. Isaac was the one divinely appointed to succeed him as the keeper of the law of God and the
father of the chosen people, but he was yet unmarried. The inhabitants of
Canaan were given to idolatry, and God had forbidden intermarriage between His people and them, knowing that such marriages would lead to
apostasy. The patriarch feared the effect of the corrupting influences surrounding his son. Abraham’s habitual faith in God and submission to His
will were reflected in the character of Isaac; but the young man’s affections
were strong, and he was gentle and yielding in disposition. If united with
one who did not fear God, he would be in danger of sacrificing principle
for the sake of harmony. In the mind of Abraham the choice of a wife for
his son was a matter of grave importance; he was anxious to have him
marry one who would not lead him from God.
In ancient times marriage engagements were generally made by the
parents, and this was the custom among those who worshiped God. None
were required to marry those whom they could not love; but in the bestowal of their affections the youth were guided by the judgment of their
experienced, God-fearing parents. It was regarded as a dishonor to parents,
and even a crime, to pursue a course contrary to this.
Isaac, trusting to his father’s wisdom and affection, was satisfied to
commit the matter to him, believing also that God Himself would direct in
the choice made. The patriarch’s thoughts turned to his father’s kindred in
the land of Mesopotamia. Though not free from idolatry, they cherished
the knowledge and the worship of the true God. Isaac must not leave Canaan
to go to them, but it might be that among them could be found one who
would leave her home and unite with him in maintaining {172} the pure
worship of the living God. Abraham committed the important matter to
“his eldest servant,” a man of piety, experience, and sound judgment, who
had rendered him long and faithful service. He required this servant to
make a solemn oath before the Lord, that he would not take a wife for
Isaac of the Canaanites, but would choose a maiden from the family of
Nahor in Mesopotamia. He charged him not to take Isaac thither. If a
damsel could not be found who would leave her kindred, then the messenger would be released from his oath. The patriarch encouraged him in
his difficult and delicate undertaking with the assurance that God would
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crown his mission with success. “The Lord God of heaven,” he said,
“which took me from my father’s house, and from the land of my kindred, . . . He shall send His angel before thee.”
The messenger set out without delay. Taking with him ten camels for
the use of his own company and the bridal party that might return with him,
provided also with gifts for the intended wife and her friends, he made the
long journey beyond Damascus, and onward to the rich plains that border
on the great river of the East. Arrived at Haran, “the city of Nahor,” he
halted outside the walls, near the well to which the women of the place
came at evening for water. It was a time of anxious thought with him. Important results, not only to his master’s household, but to future generations, might follow from the choice he made; and how was he to choose
wisely among entire strangers? Remembering the words of Abraham, that
God would send His angel with him, he prayed earnestly for positive guidance. In the family of his master he was accustomed to the constant exercise of kindness and hospitality, and he now asked that an act of courtesy
might indicate the maiden whom God had chosen.
Hardly was the prayer uttered before the answer was given. Among
the women who were gathered at the well, the courteous manners of one
attracted his attention. As she came from the well, the stranger went to
meet her, asking for some water from the pitcher upon her shoulder. The
request received a kindly answer, with an offer to draw water for the camels also, a service which it was customary even for the daughters of princes
to perform for their fathers’ flocks and herds. Thus the desired sign was
given. The maiden “was very fair to look upon,” and her ready courtesy
gave evidence of a kind heart and an active, energetic {173} nature. Thus
far the divine hand had been with him. After acknowledging her kindness
by rich gifts, the messengers asked her parentage, and on learning that she
was the daughter of Bethuel, Abraham’s nephew, he “bowed down his head,
and worshiped the Lord.”
The man had asked for entertainment at her father’s house, and in his
expressions of thanksgiving had revealed the fact of his connection with
Abraham. Returning home, the maiden told what had happened, and Laban,
her brother, at once hastened to bring the stranger and his attendants to
share their hospitality.
Eliezer would not partake of food until he had told his errand, his
prayer at the well, with all the circumstances attending it. Then he said,
“And now, if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if
not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.” The answer
was, “The thing proceedeth from the Lord: we cannot speak unto thee bad
or good. Behold, Rebekah is before thee; take her, and go, and let her be
thy master’s son’s wife, as the Lord hath spoken.”
After the consent of the family had been obtained, Rebekah herself
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Section III. — The Friend of God
Chapter XV.

The Mar riage of Isaac

was consulted as to whether she would go to so great a distance from her
father’s house, to marry the son of Abraham. She believed, from what had
taken place, that God had selected her to be Isaac’s wife, and she said, “I
will go.”
The servant, anticipating his master’s joy at the success of his mission, was impatient to be gone; and with the morning they set out on the
homeward journey. Abraham dwelt at Beersheba, and Isaac, who had been
attending to the flocks in the adjoining country, had returned to his father’s
tent to await the arrival of the messenger from Haran. “And Isaac went
out to meditate in the field at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and
saw, and, behold, the camels were coming. And Rebekah lifted up her
eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. For she had said
unto the servant, What man is that that walketh in the field to meet us?
And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a veil, and
covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all things that he had done.
And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah,
and she became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after
his mother’s death.”
Abraham had marked the result of the intermarriage of those who feared
God and those who feared Him not, from the days of {174} Cain to his
own time. The consequences of his own marriage with Hagar, and of the
marriage connections of Ishmael and Lot, were before him. The lack of
faith on the part of Abraham and Sarah had resulted in the birth of Ishmael,
the mingling of the righteous seed with the ungodly. The father’s influence
upon his son was counteracted by that of the mother’s idolatrous kindred
and by Ishmael’s connection with heathen wives. The jealousy of Hagar,
and of the wives whom she chose for Ishmael, surrounded his family with
a barrier that Abraham endeavored in vain to overcome.
Abraham’s early teachings had not been without effect upon Ishmael,
but the influence of his wives resulted in establishing idolatry in his family.
Separated from his father, and embittered by the strife and contention of a
home destitute of the love and fear of God, Ishmael was driven to choose
the wild, marauding life of the desert chief, “his hand” “against every man,
and every man’s hand against him.” Genesis 16:12. In his latter days he
repented of his evil ways and returned to his father’s God, but the stamp of
character given to his posterity remained. The powerful nation descended
from him were a turbulent, heathen people, who were ever an annoyance
and affliction to the descendants of Isaac.
The wife of Lot was a selfish, irreligious woman, and her influence
was exerted to separate her husband from Abraham. But for her, Lot would
not have remained in Sodom, deprived of the counsel of the wise, Godfearing patriarch. The influence of his wife and the associations of that
wicked city would have led him to apostatize from God had it not been for
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ABRAHAM’S SERVANT IS LED TO REBECCA
the faithful instruction he had early received from Abraham. The marriage
of Lot and his choice of Sodom for a home were the first links in a chain of
events fraught with evil to the world for many generations.
No one who fears God can without danger connect himself with one
who fears Him not. “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Amos
3:3. The happiness and prosperity of the marriage relation depends upon
the unity of the parties; but between the believer and the unbeliever there is
a radical difference of tastes, inclinations, and purposes. They are serving
two masters, between whom there can be no concord. However pure and
correct one’s principles may be, the influence of an unbelieving companion will have a tendency to lead away from God. {175}
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“UPON WHOM THE ENDS OF THE WORLD ARE COME”
{343}
CHAPTER 30

THE TABERNACLE AND ITS
SERVICES
HE COMMAND was communicated to Moses while in the
mount with God, “Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may
dwell among them;” and full directions were given for the
construction of the tabernacle. By their apostasy the Israelites forfeited the blessing of the divine Presence, and for the time rendered impossible the erection of a sanctuary for God among them. But
after they were again taken into favor with Heaven, the great leader proceeded to execute the divine command.
Chosen men were especially endowed by God with skill and wisdom
for the construction of the sacred building. God Himself gave to Moses the
plan of that structure, with particular directions as to its size and form, the
materials to be employed, and every article of furniture which it was to
contain. The holy places made with hands were to be “figures of the true,”
“patterns of things in the heavens” (Hebrews 9:24, 23)—a miniature representation of the heavenly temple where Christ, our great High Priest, after
offering His life as a sacrifice, was to minister in the sinner’s behalf. God
presented before Moses in the mount a view of the heavenly sanctuary, and
commanded him to make all things according to the pattern shown him. All
these directions were carefully recorded by Moses, who communicated
them to the leaders of the people.
For the building of the sanctuary great and expensive preparations were
necessary; a large amount of the most precious and costly material was
required; yet the Lord accepted only freewill offerings. “Of every man that
giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take My offering” was the divine
command repeated by Moses to the congregation. Devotion to God and a
spirit of sacrifice were the first requisites in preparing a dwelling place for
the Most High. {344}
All the people responded with one accord. “They came, every one
whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing,
and they brought the Lord’s offering to the work of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and for all His service, and for the holy garments. And they
came, both men and women, as many as were willinghearted, and brought
bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every
man that offered, offered an offering of gold unto the Lord.”
“And every man with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet,
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T HE D AILY S ACRIFICE

I THE COURT OF THE TABERNACLE
III THE OFFERING OF THE SACRIFICE

II THE HOLY PLACE
IV BLESSING THE PEOPLE
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“NOW ALL THESE THINGS
HAPPENED UNTO THEM FOR ENSAMPLES”
{649}
CHAP. 64

DAVID A FUGITIVE
FTER THE SLAYING of Goliath, Saul kept David with him,
and would not permit him to return to his father’s house. And it
came to pass that “the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.” Jonathan
and David made a covenant to be united as brethren, and the king’s son
“stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and
his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.” David
was entrusted with important responsibilities, yet he preserved his modesty, and won the affection of the people as well as the royal household.
“David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself
wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war.” David was prudent and
faithful, and it was evident that the blessing of God was with him. Saul at
times realized his own unfitness for the government of Israel, and he felt
that the kingdom would be more secure if there could be connected with
him one who received instruction from the Lord. Saul hoped also that his
connection with David would be a safeguard to himself. Since David was
favored and shielded by the Lord, his presence might be a protection to
Saul when he went out with him to war.
It was the providence of God that had connected David with Saul.
David’s position at court would give him a knowledge of affairs, in preparation for his future greatness. It would enable him to gain the confidence
of the nation. The vicissitudes and hardships which befell him, through the
enmity of Saul, would lead him to feel his dependence upon God, and to
put his whole trust in Him. And the friendship of Jonathan for David was
also of God’s providence, to preserve the life of the future ruler of Israel. In
all these things God was working out His gracious purposes, both for David
and for the people of Israel. {650}
Saul, however, did not long remain friendly to David. When Saul and
David were returning from battle with the Philistines, “the women came
out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with
tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of music.” One company sang, “Saul
hath slain his thousands,” while another company took up the strain, and
responded, “And David his ten thousands.” The demon of jealousy entered
the heart of the king. He was angry because David was exalted above himself in the song of the women of Israel. In place of subduing these envious
feelings, he displayed the weakness of his character, and exclaimed. “They
have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but
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Section VIII. — Israel Demands a King
Chapter LXIV.

David a Fugitive

thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom?”
One great defect in the character of Saul was his love of approbation.
This trait had had a controlling influence over his actions and thoughts;
everything was marked by his desire for praise and self-exaltation. His
standard of right and wrong was the low standard of popular applause.
No man is safe who lives that he may please men, and does not seek first
for the approbation of God. It was the ambition of Saul to be first in the
estimation of men; and when this song of praise was sung, a settled conviction entered the mind of the king that David would obtain the hearts of
the people and reign in his stead.
Saul opened his heart to the spirit of jealousy by which his soul was
poisoned. Notwithstanding the lessons which he had received from the
prophet Samuel, instructing him that God would accomplish whatsoever
He chose, and that no one could hinder it, the king made it evident that he
had no true knowledge of the plans or power of God. The monarch of Israel
was opposing his will to the will of the Infinite One. Saul had not learned,
while ruling the kingdom of Israel, that he should rule his own spirit. He
allowed his impulses to control his judgment, until he was plunged into a
fury of passion. He had paroxysms of rage, when he was ready to take the
life of any who dared oppose his will. From this frenzy he would pass into
a state of despondency and self-contempt, and remorse would take possession of his soul.
He loved to hear David play upon his harp, and the evil spirit seemed to
be charmed away for the time; but one day when the youth was ministering
before him, and bringing sweet music from his instrument, accompanying
his voice as he sang the {651} praises of God, Saul suddenly threw his
spear at the musician, for the purpose of putting an end to his life. David was
preserved by the interposition of God, and without injury fled from the rage
of the maddened king.
As Saul’s hatred of David increased, he became more and more watchful
to find an opportunity to take his life; but none of his plans against the
anointed of the Lord were successful. Saul gave himself up to the control
of the wicked spirit that ruled over him; while David trusted in Him who is
mighty in counsel, and strong to deliver. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10), and David’s prayer was continually directed to God, that he might walk before Him in a perfect way.
Desiring to be freed from the presence of his rival, the king “removed
him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand. . . . But all Israel
and Judah loved David.” The people were not slow to see that David was a
competent person, and that the affairs entrusted to his hands were managed
with wisdom and skill. The counsels of the young man were of a wise and
discreet character, and proved to be safe to follow; while the judgment of
Saul was at times unreliable, and his decisions were not wise.
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KING SAUL ATTEMPTING TO SLAY DAVID
Though Saul was ever on the alert for an opportunity to destroy David,
he stood in fear of him, since it was evident that the Lord was with him.
David’s blameless character aroused the wrath of the king; he deemed that
the very life and presence of David cast a reproach upon him, since by
contrast it presented his own character to disadvantage. It was envy that
made Saul miserable and put the humble subject of his throne in jeopardy.
What untold mischief has this evil trait of character worked in our world!
The same enmity existed in the heart of Saul that stirred the heart of Cain
against his brother Abel, because Abel’s works were righteous, and God
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