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Copy of Three Early Visions
{1}

Copy of Three Early
Visions
October 23, 1850 [I]
Dorchester, Maine

SAW THAT WE MUST wake up, wake,
and cry earnestly for the arm of the Lord
to be revealed. It is fatal to sleep now.
Time is almost finished. I saw that it was
a shame for us to refer to the scattering for
examples to govern us now in the gathering time; for if God does no more for us
now than He did then, we shall never be
gathered. In the scattering, Israel were torn
and smitten, but now God will bind up and
heal them.
I saw that God had stretched out His
hand the second time to recover the remnant of His people. They are these who
have been covered up in the “rubbish”
since 1844. I saw that efforts to spread the
truth should now be put forth, such as in
1843 and 1844. In the scattering, efforts to
spread the truth had but little effect—accomplished but little or nothing—but now
in the gathering time, when God has set
His hand to gather His people, efforts to
spread the truth will have their designed
effect; and all should be zealous and united
in the work. I saw that a paper was needed,
and all should feel interested in it.
I saw that the truth should be made
plain upon tables, that the earth and the
fullness thereof is the Lord’s, and that necessary means should not be spared to make
it plain. I saw that the old chart was directed by the Lord, and that not a figure of it
should be altered except by inspiration. I
saw that the figures of the chart were as
God would have them, and that His hand
was over and hid a mistake in some of the
figures, so that none should see it till His
hand was removed.
I saw that the two-horned beast had a
dragon’s mouth, and that his power was
in his head, and that the decree would go
out of his mouth. Then I saw the Mother
of Harlots; that the mother was not the
daughters, but separate and distinct from
them. She has had her day, and it is past,
and her daughters, the Protestant sects,
were the next to come on the stage and
act out the same mind that the mother had
when she persecuted the saints. I saw that
as the mother has been declining in power,
the daughters had been growing, and soon
they will exercise the power once exercised by the mother.
I saw the nominal church and nominal
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Adventists, like Judas, would betray us
to the Catholics to obtain their influence
to come against the truth. The saints then
will be an obscure people, little known to
the Catholics; but the churches and nominal Adventists who know of our faith and
customs (for they hated us on account of
the Sabbath, for they could not refute it)
will betray the saints and report them to the
Catholics as those who disregard the institutions of the people; that is, that they keep
the Sabbath and disregard Sunday. {2}
Then the Catholics bid the Protestants
to go forward, and issue a decree that all
who will not observe the first day of the
week, instead of the seventh day, shall be
slain. And the Catholics, whose numbers
are large, will stand by the Protestants.
The Catholics will give their power to the
image of the beast. And the Protestants
will work as their mother worked before
them to destroy the saints. But before their
decree bring or bear fruit, the saints will
be delivered by the Voice of God. Then I
saw that Jesus’ work in the sanctuary will
soon be finished. And after His work there
is finished, He will come to the door of
the first apartment, and confess the sins
of Israel upon the head of the Scape Goat.
Then He will put on the garments of vengeance. Then the plagues will come upon
the wicked, and they do not come till Jesus
puts on that garment, and takes His place
upon the great white cloud. Then while the
plagues are falling, the Scape Goat is being
led away. He makes a mighty struggle to
escape, but he is held fast by the hand that
leads him. If he should effect his escape,
Israel would lose their lives. I saw that it
would take time to lead away the Scape
Goat into the land of forgetfulness after the
sins were put on his head.
The great white cloud I saw was not the
holy place, but entirely separate from the
holy and most holy place, entirely separate
from the sanctuary.
Then the angel repeated these words,
and said, “This is the time spoken of in
Isaiah. He saw that there was no man, and
wondered that there was no intercessor. He
had no mediator between God and man, and
these plagues could be withheld no longer,
for Jesus had ceased to plead for Israel, and
they were covered with the covering of the
Almighty God, and then they could live in
the sight of a holy God, and those who were
not covered, the plagues fell upon them, for
they had nothing to shelter or protect them
from the wrath of God.” {2A}

The Nations
March 18, 1852 [I]
HOU WOULDST NOT WANT him to
step out if thou knewest thy situation.
That desire is to disenthrone those kings,
but that could not be, for kings must reign
till Christ begins to reign.
I saw in Europe just as things were
moving to accomplish their desires, there
would seemingly be a slackening up once
or twice: thus the hearts of the wicked
would be relieved and hardened; but the
work will not settle down, only seem to,
for the minds of kings and rulers were intent on overthrowing each other, and the
minds of the people to get the ascendency.
I saw that all things are intensely looking and stretching their thoughts on the
impending crisis before them. The sins of
Israel must go to judgment beforehand.
Every sin must be confessed at the sanctuary, then the work will move. It must be
done now. The remnant in the time of trouble will cry, My God, My God, why hast
Thou {3} forsaken me?
The latter rain is coming on those
that are pure — all then will receive it
as formerly.
When the four angels let go, Christ will
set up His kingdom. None receive the latter rain but those who are doing all they
can. Christ would help us. All could be
overcomers by the grace of God, through
the blood of Jesus. All heaven is interested
in the work. Angels are interested.
Think ye that He will bring His hand
unto Himself until He has accomplished
the object for which He stretched it out?
Yea, more bitter hatred against those that
keep the law than against the Catholics.
Truth, the truth, let it shine. Hold them by
the side of truth. What are they rich in?
They seek falsehood, deception and cunning. Behold where is their strength? Is it
in the truth? A mere knowledge of the truth
will never save.
How long then, angel of God, before
the message will go with a loud voice?
Other things to be accomplished. They
must make themselves more vile. If Jesus should make His appearance in their
midst, they would despise Him. They advocate their errors for a while, until the
people get disgusted with it, then they
add another. Nights upon their beds, horror gets hold upon them. Can ye not see
it? Live unto God. He has got them safe in
the snare. The honest are getting disgusted. Satan works at the very ones that do
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September, 1852 [I]
Him the most harm. God can make them a too far off. I saw the latter rain was coming
host against their enemies. Ye give up too as [suddenly as] the midnight cry, and with
quick. Ye let go too soon. That arm, the ten times the power. {5}
arm of God is mighty. Satan works in different ways to steal the mind off from God.
Praying for the Sick
Victory! victory, we must have it over
July 5, 1892 [I]
every wrong. A solemn sinking into God.
The Need of Instruction on
Get ready! Set thine house in order.
Health Principles.

Vision of August 24, 1850
September, 1852 [I]
Washington, New Hampshire

AID THE ANGEL, Can ye stand in the
battle in the day of the Lord? Ye need
to be washed, and live in nearness of life
to God.
Then I saw those whose hands are engaged in making up the breach and are
standing in the gap, that have formerly
since 1844 broken the commandments,
and have so far followed the pope as to
keep the first day instead of the seventh,
and who have since the light shone out of
the Most Holy Place, changed their course,
given up the institution of the pope, and
are keeping God’s Sabbath, would have to
go down into the water, and be baptized
in the faith of the sanctuary, and keeping
the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus.
I saw those who have been baptized as
a door into the churches, {4} would have
to be baptized again as a door into the faith.
Those who have not been baptized since
1844 will have to be before Jesus comes.
And some I saw would not make progress
till the duty was performed.
The angel said, some tried too hard to
believe. Faith is so simple they look above
it. Satan has deceived some, and got them
to looking at their own unworthiness. I
saw they must look away from self to the
worthiness of Jesus, and throw themselves
just as they are, needy, dependent upon
His mercy, and draw by faith strength and
nourishment from Him.
Said the angel, The desolations of Zion
are accomplished — the scattering time is
past. Should the living go to the dead for
knowledge? The dead know not anything.
They have departed from the living God
to converse with the dead. I saw that our
minds must be stayed upon God, and we
must not fear the fear of the wicked. Evil
angels are around us trying to invent a new
way to destroy us. The Lord would lift up
a standard against him (the devil). We must
take the shield of faith.
You are getting the coming of the Lord
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URING MY SICKNESS I have
thought much in reference to praying
for the sick, and I believe that if prayer
should be offered for the sick at any place
(and it certainly should), it should be offered at the Sanitarium for the relief and
restoration of the suffering.
But in this matter of praying for the sick,
I should not move in exactly the same lines
as have my brethren. I have been considering many things that have been presented
to me in the past in reference to this subject. Suppose that twenty men and women
should present themselves as subjects of
prayer at some of our camp-meetings. This
would not be unlikely, for those who are
suffering will do anything in their power to
obtain relief and to regain their health. Of
these twenty, few have regarded the light
on the subject of purity and health reform.
They have neglected to practice right principles in eating and drinking, and in taking care of their bodies: and those who
are married have formed gross habits, and
indulged in unholy practices, while those
who are unmarried have been reckless of
life and health. In clear rays the light has
shone upon them; but they have not had
respect to the light, nor have they walked
circumspectly; yet they solicit the prayers
of God’s people, and call for the elders of
the church. Should they regain the blessing
of health, many of them would pursue the
same course of heedless transgression of
nature’s laws, unless enlightened and thoroughly transformed.
They solicit the prayers of God’s people, and call for the elders, of the church;
but little is known of their private life. Sin
has brought many of them where they are,
to a state of feebleness of mind and debility of body. Shall prayer be offered to the
God of heaven for His healing power to
come upon them then and there, without
specifying any conditions? I say No! decidedly no!
What then shall be done? Present their
cases before Him who knows every individual by name. Present their cases to Him
who so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever belie-
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veth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. Present these thoughts to the
persons who come asking for your prayers.
We are human, we cannot read the mind
or heart or know the secrets of your life.
These are known only to yourself and God.
If you now repent of your sin, if you can
see that in any instance you have walked
contrary to the light given you of God, and
have neglected to give honor to the body,
the temple of God, and by wrong habits
have degraded the body which is Christ’s
property, make confession of these things
to God.
Unless you are wrought upon by the
Spirit of God in a special manner to confess your sins of a private nature to man,
do not breathe them to any human soul.
Christ is your Redeemer, He will take no
advantage of your humiliating confessions.
If you have a sin of a {6} private character,
confess it to Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and man. “If any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.” If you have sinned
by withholding from God His own in tithes
and offerings, confess your guilt to God
and to the church, and heed the injunction
that has been given you, “Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in my house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it.”
Praying for the sick is a most solemn
thing, and we should not enter upon this
work in any careless, hasty way. Examination should be made as to whether
those who would be blessed with health
have indulged in evil speaking, alienation, and dissension. Have they sowed
discord among the brethren and sisters
in the church? If these things have been
committed, they should be confessed, before God and the church. When wrongs
have been confessed, the subjects for
prayer may be presented before God in
earnestness and faith, as the Spirit of God
may move upon you.
But it is not always safe to ask for
(un?) conditional healing. Let your prayer
include this thought, “Lord, Thou knowest
every secret of the soul. Thou art acquainted with these persons, for Jesus their advocate gave His life for them. He loved them
better than we possibly can. If therefore it
is for Thy glory, and the good of these afflicted ones to raise them up to health, we
ask in the name of Jesus, that health may

Spalding & Magan’s Unpublished Manuscript

MS 119, 1898 [M]
There are souls who have lost their courage; speak to them, pray for them. There
are those who need the bread of life. Read
to them from the Word of God. There is a
soul sickness no balm can reach, no medicine heal. Pray for them, and bring them to
Jesus Christ. And in all your work, Christ
will be present to make impressions upon
the human hearts.
This is the kind of medical missionary
work to be done. Bring the sunshine of the
Sun of Righteousness into the room of the
sick and suffering. Teach the inmates of
poor homes how to cook. “He shall feed
his flock like a shepherd, “with temporal and spiritual food. Christ invites you.
“Take my yoke upon you and learn me, for
I am meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.”
E. G. White

A Satanic Program

MS 119, 1898 [M]
F THE WRITTEN WORD OF the most
high God is obeyed, it will educate the
believer to cooperate with God in bringing
up to a high level the debased and fallen.
Then the ignorant will learn that the enactment of God means peace and goodness,
mercy and love. Satan [does not want this
presentation to be made of God. He desires] selfishness to prevail, the love of
money to become the relying element in
the heart. He wants that fraud, crime, and
injustice prevail in the world. He desires
to see the poor suffer from hunger, and for
want of food and clothing, and the world
today become as full of violence as was the
world before the flood. Then he can bring
about his ends, charging all the misery
upon God.
To a large extent Satan has carried out
his plans. The Lord’s property is embezzled; God is robbed. The means that has
been lent to man to relieve the necessities
of the poor and to uplift and sustain the
fallen in righteousness and truth, is used
to please and {141} glorify self. From the
beginning to the end the crime of tobacco-using, of opium and drug medication,
has its origin in perverted knowledge. It is
through plucking and eating of poisonous
fruit, through the intricacies of names that
the common people do not understand,
that thousands and ten thousands of lives
are lost. This great knowledge, supposed
by man to be so wonderful, God did not
mean that man should have. They are us-
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ing the poisonous productions that Satan
himself has planted to take the place of the
tree of life, whose leaves are for the healing of the nations. Men are dealing in liquors and narcotics that are destroying the
human family. Deathly mixtures are used,
that make men mad, and murder and violence are prevailing everywhere.
The time is near when all these wicked
inventions will come to an end. At the last
the passion for obtaining means by fraud
will increase. Theft and robbery will become prevalent. The fruit of the tree of
knowledge will be greedily eaten. Satan
will come down with great power, working
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness
in them that perish. Amusements of every
kind will increase, and money, God’s money, will be abused and misapplied while
thousands are perishing for food in all our
cities. The dead will be honored with costly sepulchers and expensive monuments,
and attention will be called to those things
as something worthy of laudation. The
householders will turn away from the real
wants of human beings, and glorify Satan
in embellishing the tombs of the dead.
The cries of humanity from India, from
Africa, from China and from many places,
are going up to God. Misery and anguish
and physical suffering are coming up before him, and the Lord will soon sweep the
earth of its moral corruption,—not by a sea
of water as in Noah’s day, but by a sea of
fire that cannot be quenched by any human
devising. Admonitions are given to the inhabitants of the earth who are corrupting
their ways before God, who are plucking
of the tree of the knowledge of evil to the
ruin of human beings. God will avenge
his own elect which cry unto him day and
night. Yes, he will avenge them speedily.
Mrs. E. G. White

Bible Teaching in Our
Schools

September 22, 1898 [E]
REVIVAL IN BIBLE STUDY is
needed throughout the world. Attention is to be called, not to the assertions
of men, but to the Word of God. As this
is done, a mighty work will be wrought.
When God declared that his word should
not return unto him, void, he meant all
that he said. The gospel is to be preached
to all nations. The Bible is to be opened
to the people. A knowledge of God is the
highest education, and it will cover the
earth with its wonderful truth as the wa-
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ters cover the sea.
The Bible is to be the great text-book
of education; for it {142} carries in every
page the evidence of the truth. The study
of God’s Word is to take the place of the
study of books that have led minds away
from the truth.
In every school that God has established there will be, as never before, a demand for Bible instruction. Our students
are to be educated to become Bible workers, and Bible teachers can do a most wonderful work if they will themselves learn
from the great Teacher.
God’s Word is true philosophy, true
science. Human opinions and sensational preaching amount to very little. These
who are imbued with the Word of God can
teach it in the same simple way in which
Christ taught it. Too much depends upon
the opening of the Scriptures to those
in darkness, for us to use one word that
cannot be readily understood. With all
their learning many of those who claim
to teach the higher education do not know
what they are talking about. The highest
education is that which he made so plain
as to be understood by the common people. The greatest Teacher the world ever
knew used the simplest language and the
plainest symbols.
The Lord calls upon his shepherds to
feed the flock of God with pure provender. He would have us present the truth in
the simplicity line upon line, precept upon
precept, here is a little and there a little.
When this work is done faithfully many
will be convicted and converted by the
Holy Spirit. There is need of workers who
will come close to unbelievers, not waiting for unbelievers to come close to them,
workers who will search for the lost sheep,
who will do personal labor, and who will
give clear, definite instruction.
It should be the aim of our schools to
provide the best instruction and training
for the Bible workers. Our Conference
should see that the schools are provided with teachers who are thorough Bible
teachers and who have a deep Christian
experience. The best ministerial talent
should be brought into our schools, and the
salaries of these teachers should be paid
from the tithe.
At the same time the churches have a
part to act. They should see that those who
ought to receive the benefits, should attend
the school. They should assist worthy persons who have not the means to obtain an
education.

Spalding & Magan’s Unpublished Manuscript

Dealing with Delinquent Students
If our church members were awake,
they would multiply their resources;
they would send men and women to our
schools, not to go through a long course
of study, but to learn quickly, and go out
into the field. Through a vital connection
with God, men and women may quickly
gain a knowledge of that great text-book,
the Word of God, and go forth to impart
what they have received.
Let workers enter the field without
going through many preliminaries. Teach
them that they are to walk humbly with
God, and to begin labor just where they see
it is needed. Thus our working force may
be greatly increased.
A great work is being done in medical
missionary lines, and {143} its necessities
are constantly making themselves felt; but
this work need not absorb the funds required in other lines. The medical missionary work, if rightly managed, may be made
largely self-sustaining. Let our conferences
and our churches see that our youth are educated in the Scriptures: for the gospel is
the power of God unto salvation.
E. G. White

Dealing with Delinquent
Students

Letter 50, 1893 [E, G]
NE THING I WISH YOU to understand, that I have not been in harmony with the expelling of students from the
school, unless human depravity and gross
licentiousness make it necessary, that
others shall not be corrupted. There has
been an error in sending students from the
school, as in the case of Connecticut, and
other cases, which has been a great evil.
Souls thus treated have opened before
them a course of action that has secured
them in the ranks of the enemy as armed
and equipped enemies.
Again, as to making public to the school
the errors of students I have been brought
in to see and hear some of these exposures,
and then have been shown the after influence. It has been harmful in every respect,
and has no beneficial influence upon the
school. Had those who had acted a part
in these things had the spirit and wisdom
of Christ, they would have seen a way to
remedy the existing difficulties more after
the likeness of Jesus Christ. It never helps
a student to be humiliated before the whole
school. It creates a wound that mortifies. It
heals nothing, cures nothing.
There are students who are suspended
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from school. They are in this action thrust
upon Satan’s battle-ground to cope with
principalities and powers without armor or
defense, to become an easy prey to Satan’s
devices. Let me speak a word to you in the
name of the Lord. When there is a proper
course taken, in cases where students seem
so easily led astray, there will be found
no necessity for suspension or expulsion.
There is a right way, and the Spirit of the
Lord must move the human agent or else
there will be grave mistakes made. It is
the nicest work that was ever entered upon
by the human agent, the dealing with human minds. Teachers are to consider that
they are not dealing with angels, but with
human beings who have like passions as
they themselves have. Characters are not
formed in one mold. Every phase of character is received by (different) children as
an inheritance. The defects and the virtues
in traits of character are thus revealed. Let
every instructor take this into consideration. Hereditary and cultivated deformity
of human character, as also beauty of character, will have to be met, and much grace
cultivated in the instructor as to know how
to deal with the erring for their present and
eternal good. Impulse, impatience, pride,
selfishness, and esteem, if cherished will
do a great amount of evil which may thrust
{144} the soul upon Satan’s battle-ground
without the wisdom to navigate his bark,
but he will be in danger of being tossed
about at the sport of Satan’s temptations
until shipwrecked.
Every teacher has his own particular traits of character to watch, lest Satan
should use him as his agent to destroy
souls, by his own unconsecrated traits of
character. The only safety for teachers is
to learn daily in the school of Christ, his
meekness, his lowliness of heart; then self
will be hid in Christ, and he will meekly
wear the yoke of Christ, and consider that
he is dealing with his heritage. I must state
to you that I have been shown that the best
methods have not always been practiced
in dealing with the errors and mistakes of
students, and the result has been that souls
have been imperiled and some have been
lost. Evil tempers in the teachers, unwise
movements, self-dignity, all have done a
bad work. There is no form of vice, worldliness or drunkenness, that will do a more
baleful work upon the character, embittering the soul, and setting in train evils that
overbear good, than human passions not
under the control of the Spirit of God. Anger, getting touched, stirred up, will never

Letter 50, 1893 [E, G]
pay. How many prodigals are kept out of
the kingdom of God by the unlovely character of those who claim to be Christians.
Jealousy, envy, pride, and uncharitable
feelings, self-righteousness easily provoked, thinking evil, harshness, coldness,
lack of sympathy, these are the attributes of
Satan. Teachers will meet with these things
in the students’ characters. It is a terrible
thing to have these things to deal with; but
in seeking to cast out these evils, the worker has in many instances developed similar
attributes which have marred the soul of
the one with whom he is dealing.
We live in a hard, unfeeling, uncharitable world. Satan and his confederacy
are plying every art to seduce the souls for
whom Christ has given his precious life.
Everyone who loves God in sincerity and
truth, will love the souls for whom Christ
has died. If we wish to do good to souls,
our success with these souls will be in proportion to their belief in our confidence in
them and appreciation of them. Respect
shown to the struggling human soul is the
sure means through Christ Jesus of the
restoration of the self-respect the man has
lost. Our advancing ideas of what he may
become is a help we cannot ourselves fully
appreciate. We have need of the rich grace
of God every hour, then we will have a
rich, practical experience, for God is love.
He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God.
Give love to them that need it most. The
most unfortunate, those who have the most
disagreeable temperaments, need our love,
our tenderness, our compassion. Those
who try our patience need most love. We
pass through the world only once; any
good thing we can do, we should do most
earnestly, untiringly, with the same spirit
as is stated of Christ in his work. He will
not fail nor be discouraged. The rough,
stubborn, sullen dispositions are the ones
who need help the most. How can they
be helped? Only by that love practiced in
dealing with them which Christ revealed
to fallen men. Treat them, you say, as they
deserve? What if Christ had treated {145}
us thus? He, the undeserving, was treated as we deserve. Still we are treated by
Christ with grace and love as we did not
deserve, but as he deserved. Treat some
characters as you think they richly deserve, and you will cut off from them the
last thread of hope, spoil your influence,
and ruin the soul. Will it pay? No, I say no,
a hundred times no. Bind these souls who
need all the help it is possible for you to
give them close to a loving, sympathizing,
61
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through the wilderness into Canaan. {306} Battle Creek Sanitarium, where so large a have not followed the straight pathway of
As we gather up the divine rays shin- number of patients of all classes are gath- truth. They have not purified their souls by
ing from the gospel, we shall have a clear- ered together. There may be some conver- obeying the word. They are unconverted.
er insight into the Jewish economy, and a sions at the Sanitarium at Battle Creek, They need to “seek the Lord while he may
deeper appreciation of its important truths. among those who go there for treatment, be found, and to call upon Him while he
Our exploration of truth is yet incomplete. but these will meet with greater difficulty is near.” “Let the wicked forsake his way,
We have gathered up only a few rays of than in almost any other place. Because of and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and
light. Those who are not daily students of the large number of patients, this sanitari- let him return unto the Lord, and he will
the Word will not solve the problems of the um is necessarily conducted as a large ho- have mercy upon him, and to our God, for
Jewish economy. They will not understand tel. Worldlings of all classes are of course he will abundantly pardon.”
the truths taught by the temple service. The entertained there, and the helpers are conOur ministers need this message. There
work of God is hindered by a worldly un- stantly brought into connection with an in- are among them those whose feet are
derstanding of his great plan. The future fluence that tends to draw them away from standing in slippery places. They slip first
life will unfold the meaning of the laws Christ. Oh, why cannot those who know one way and then another, and continue to
that Christ, enshrouded in the pillar of the {307} truth follow the instruction that slip and slide. May God help them to place
cloud, gave to his people.
God has given? Why do they not make their feet in the footprints of Jesus.
We do not comprehend the deep things plants in places that have never yet heard
Our churches are in the condition deof God. Oh, if we did, faith would grasp the truth? Let us pray to God for help to do scribed in the message to the Laodicean
the promises, and your wife would be His work as in his very presence.
church. They are neither cold nor hot.
healed. It is not the Lord, but the power
The enemy works untiringly to deceive They need a fresh, new experience. God
of Darkness, that keeps her where she is. human beings, and lead them away from calls upon them to prepare for his coming;
Go to the Saviour, my brother, and in faith God. He and his angels will in the future as- for it is near at hand.
ask Him to cast Satan out. Believe, only sume the shape of human beings, and work
Ellen G. White.
believe. In your wife’s behalf lay hold of to make the truth of God of no effect. . . .
the merciful Healer.
{308}
Those who know the truth, but who
Be strong, and of good courage. In walk contrary to the truth, may never place Bound, Not to Men, But
order to fight successfully, a soldier must their foot in the path that Christ followed.
to God
have courage, and strength. Of ourselves,
We are to “stand fast in the liberty
August
4,
1903 [G, M, E, I]
we are weak and feeble. But we have the wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be
“Elmshaven,” Sanitarium, California
promise, “They that wait upon the Lord not entangled again with the yoke of bondElder A. G. Daniells:
shall renew their strength, they shall age.” No man or woman is to bind himself
My dear Brother:—
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall or herself to serve for a certain number of
ESTERDAY I SENT YOU THE letter
run and not be weary, they shall walk and years under the control of a medical assocontaining the warning that has been
not faint.”
ciation. This is not God’s plan, but a plan
given again and again: The workers in our
May the Lord bless you, and give you of human devising. Human beings belong
sanitariums are not to sign contracts binding
strength and grace, and may he send his to the Lord, body, soul, and spirit, and they
themselves to an association or an instituhealing powers to your wife, is my prayer. are to be guided and controlled by him.
tion for a certain number of years. They are
Ellen G. White. He has bought us. We are under obligation
to be bound, not to men, but to God.
to be laborers together with him. No one
No man is to treat those who learn unshould bind himself to serve for a certain
The Reopening of
der him as if he owned them, body, soul,
Battle Creek College, number of years in any institution.
and spirit. The Lord wants no such binding
that some have thought it advisand the Fault of Large ableI know
up with human beings, even if these hufor the workers in our sanitariums to
man beings are without blame. There are
Institutions
sign certain contracts. But I know also that
those who are not holding the beginning of
August 3, 1903 [G, I, E]
it is not in accordance with God’s plan for
their confidence firm to the end. The gosSt. Helena, California
the workers to sign these contracts. They
Brethren Daniells, Prescott, and W. C. are pledged to God, and if he moves upon pel ministry and medical missionary work
are to be united.
White:—
them to take the message to a certain place,
I have recently been instructed that no
AM VERY SORRY TO HEAR that shall they be bound by a pledge that hinone
should be advised to pledge himself
there is a plan to reopen Battle Creek ders them from going? Never, never, We
to
spend
two, three, four, five, or six years
College. To establish a college in Battle are not our own, and we are not to bind
under
any
man’s tuition. Brethren, we have
Creek, after such plain warnings have been ourselves to human beings by signing conno
time
for
this. Time is short. We are to
given against doing this, would be to make tracts to do this or that. We are to work
hold
out
urgent
inducements to the men
a great mistake.
under our Master, Christ Jesus, looking
who
ought
now
to
be engaged in missionI can assure you that the large number to him for directions. We are to pray and
ary
work
for
the
Master.
The highways and
of patients at the Sanitarium is no evidence work and believe, following always the
byways
are
yet
unworked.
The Lord calls
that the institution is where it should be, course that he marks out.
for
young
men
to
labor
as
canvassers
and
or that it is conducted after God’s order.
There are among professing believers
evangelists,
to
do
house-to-house
work
in
Christ’s plan for teaching truth cannot be many who know little of what is compreplaces
that
have
not
yet
heard
the
truth.
carried out in so large an institution as the hended in the third angel’s message. They
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To the Leaders in Our Medical Work
God speaks to our young men, saying, “Ye
are not your own; for ye are bought with a
price; therefore, glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s.
The Lord must be given an opportunity
to show men their duty and to work upon
their minds. No one is to bind himself to
serve under the direction of any human
being; for the Lord himself will call men,
as of old he called the humble fishermen,
and will himself give them the education
he desires them to have. He will call men
from the plow and from other occupations,
to give the last note of warning to perishing souls. There are many ways in which to
work for the Master, and the great Teacher
will open the understanding of these workers, enabling them to see wondrous things
in his word.
The signs that show Christ’s coming is
near are fast fulfilling. The Lord calls for
canvassers and evangelists. Those who
will go forth to this work under his direction will be wonderfully blessed.
Let our churches be guarded. Let our
people work intelligently, not under the
rule of any man, but under the rule of God.
Let them stand where they can follow the
will of God. Their service belongs to Him.
Their capabilities and talents are to be
refined, purified, ennobled. In this lower
school—the school of earth,—they are to
be prepared for translation into the school
of heaven, where their education will be
continued under the personal supervision
of Christ, the {309} great Teacher, who
will lead them beside the living waters,
and open to them the mysteries of the kingdom of God.
Those who in this life do their best will
obtain a fitness for the future immortal life.
The Lord calls for volunteers who will
take their stand firmly on his side, and will
pledge themselves to unite with Jesus of
Nazareth in doing the very work that needs
to be done now, just now.
There are many young men and young
women among us who, if inducements are
held out, would naturally be inclined to
take several years’ course of study at Battle Creek. But will it pay? Has not the Lord
some practical work to do in missionary
lines? Manly young men will be needed to
enter the printing office when it is established in Washington, to learn the printer’s
trade. Our publications are to be prepared
to go forth to the world. Canvassers are to
be educated to take up the work of circulating these publications. Our books and
papers are to go to places that are still in
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the darkness of error.
The Lord calls upon young men to
enter our schools. Schools are to be established in which our youth can receive
and education that will prepare them to go
forth to do evangelical work and medical
missionary work. Let schools be established out of the cities.
I call upon all to fasten themselves to
Christ. He invites them, “Come unto me.”
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
Let us not be in any way deceived. Let
us realize the weakness of humanity, and
see where man fails in his self-sufficiency.
We shall then be filled with a desire to be
just what God desires us to be, pure, noble,
sanctified. We shall hunger and thirst after
the righteousness of Christ. To be like God
will be the one desire of the soul.
This is the desire that filled Enoch’s
heart. And we read that he walked with
God. He studied the character of God to
a purpose. He did not mark out his own
course, or set up his own will, as if he
thought himself fully qualified to manage
matters. He strove to conform himself to
the divine likeness.
A school such as has been planned for,
should be in some place where the students
would not be closely associated with the
large numbers who are expected to patronize the sanitarium at Battle Creek. It is not
wise to plan to maintain such a school in
a place where a worldly element prevails
to so great an extent as to counterwork
that which the Lord has outlined should
be done for our youth in our educational
institutions. So many youths should not be
brought together in Battle Creek. {310}
The Lord presented to us the reasons
for removing the College from Battle
Creek. This instruction should now be
searched out and studied by those who are
planning to organize another educational
institution there. Let the light already given, shine forth in its purity and beauty, that
God’s name may be glorified.
E. G. White.

To the Leaders in Our
Medical Work
August 4, 1903 [G, M, E, I]
St. Helena, California

Dear Brethren:—
HAVE A MESSAGE FOR YOU. I am
instructed to say that all the arrange-

I
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ments connected with the management
of the medical missionary work are not to
originate in Battle Creek. It is the deceptive power of the enemy of all righteousness that leads to the repeated attempts to
bring all our medical institutions under the
control of one organization. Certainly such
efforts are not inspired by the Lord. The
medical missionary work is God’s work,
and in every conference and church we are
to take a decided stand against allowing it
to be controlled by men.
After I received word in regard to the
excellent meeting of confession and unity that had been held in Battle Creek, I
was writing in my diary, and was about
to record the thankfulness I felt because
a change had come, when my hand was
arrested, and there came to me the words:
“Write it not. No change for the better has
taken place. The Doctor is ensnared in a
net of specious deception. He is presenting as of great worth things that are turning souls from the truth into by-and-forbidden paths,—things that lead human
agents to act in harmony with their own
inclinations, and to work out their unsanctified purposes; things that result
in destroying the dignity and power of
God’s people, obscuring the light that
would otherwise come to them from God
through his appointed agencies.
The leaders in our medical work at
Battle Creek have endeavored to bind
our medical institutions fast, in accordance with their plans, notwithstanding
the many warnings given that this should
not be done. Who has authorized them to
lay these plans, and to try in many ways
to bring about their purposes? Our sanitariums do not belong to them; and yet they
desire to tie up these institutions some way
so that all our medical work will be under
their control.
In the past I have written much upon
this subject; and now I must repeat the admonitions given, because it seems difficult
for my brethren to understand their perilous position.
“The Lord forbids that every sanitarium and bath-house established should be
brought under one control, bound up with
the medical institution at Battle Creek. The
managers of the Battle Creek {311} Sanitarium have their hands full now. They
should devote their strength to the work of
making this sanitarium what it should be.
“The light given me of God is that Dr.
Kellogg is assuming too much responsibility in these matters. He is not to think
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Health Reform Essential for These Times
courage regarding their meeting success- a physician in one of our sanitariums,
To Those Bearing
fully the great conflict that is before us.
you would be a teacher of the principles
Responsibilities
of health reform. You were working hard,
in
Washington and
{418}
Dr. Kress, and you did not give yourself
Other Centers
Health Reform Essential proper rest and nourishment. The Lord
January 6, 1908 [G, S, E]
permitted you to come to the very brink of
for These Times
Elmshaven, Sanitarium, California
collapse that you might be guided by his
November 1907 [M]
OD HAS GIVEN ME a message for
instruction. He has never bidden any minLoma Linda, California
the men who are carrying large reister or physician to break down the barrier
Dear Brother and Sister Kress:—
sponsibilities
in Washington and other
of correct eating in order to save life.
HAVE WRITTEN OUT SOME incenters
of
the
work. This is a time when
I feel very grateful for the light God has
struction to ministers and physicians
the
work
of
God
should be conducted with
given me on health reform. In several casin regard to the subject of health reform.
the
greatest
wisdom,
unselfishness, and
es when the adoption of health reform has
I have been shown that the example of
the
strictest
integrity
by
every conference;
been carried to extremes, and life has been
some of our leading workers is not a
a
time
when
there
should
be the closest
endangered because of the limited supply
healthful or praiseworthy example. They
observance
of
the
law
of
God
on the part
of nourishment taken, the Lord has shown
are losing ground, backsliding from the
of
every
worker;
a
walking
and
working
to me the course to follow in order to save
principles of health reform, and this is
under
the
guidance
of
the
Holy
Spirit.
life. Through his instruction telling me
having its effect upon the church memGod needs men and women who will
what to do, several lives have been saved,
bers. These brethren are very conscienwork
in the simplicity of Christ to bring
when physicians and nurses were unable to
tious is some matters, but on points where
the
knowledge
of truth before those who
bring relief. {419} When they have come
they should be very strict, they are very
need
its
converting
power. But when a preto me for counsel, light has been given in
slack. The Lord has instructed me to tell
cise
line
is
laid
down
which the workers
the visions of the night. The prescriptions
them that their example in the home and
must
follow
in
their
efforts
to proclaim
given were carried out, and the persons
in the church and with those whom they
the
message,
a
limit
is
set
to
the usefulwere raised up and lived for many years.
visit, is causing the people to lose confiness
of
a
great
number
of
workers.
I am
The lives of some of those who were thus
dence in the light that God has given on
charged
to
speak,
saying,
God
seeth
not
as
saved have been of a character to bring
this subject.
man
seeth.
Those
who
occupy
responsible
honor to the name of the Lord.
The light that God has given on the
God permitted the flesh of dead ani- positions need to place a lower estimate
subject of health reform is very essential
mals to be eaten by the ancients, although upon the value of human wisdom and to
for these times. There is no one thing that
he knew by so doing the lives of men esteem more highly the sanctification of
men and women in these days need to be
would be shortened. But when he brought the Spirit revealed in the lowliness and
more earnestly impressed with than that
his chosen people from the land of Egypt, gentleness of Christ. They need to have
of the importance of guarding the aphe did not give them flesh to eat, but fed the Holy Spirit come into their hearts and
petite. One of the reasons why we have
them with the bread of heaven. When they minds, to control their wills and to sanctify
our sanitariums is that we may bring the
murmured against their heaven-appointed their tongues. {420} When soul and mind
blessing of health before the world. O
food and asked for flesh, God sent them and body are converted to God, our physthat we might see every representative of
quails; but the consequence of their rebel- ical strength and our desires will become
present truth exerting a wholesome influlion were speedily felt. They ate to excess working agencies for God. When the conence in every line upon which light has
of the meat thus provided, and while the verting power of God transforms the life,
been given.
flesh was yet between their teeth many of we shall be educated by God himself to
Individually we have a work to do
them died. Our people would do well to speak his words and work his works.
in our own borders. If each member of
The law of God is to be magnified. Its
study this experience of the children of
the body of Christ would attend to his
claims
must be presented by our workers,
Israel, and learn the lesson that it teaches.
God-given work, a much sweeter atmoin
our
books
and papers, and through the
Light has been given me that some
sphere would pervade our churches. The
spoken
word.
The knowledge of its holy
of our ministers and leading workers
Lord is not pleased with the backslidden
character
is
to
become widespread. The
are working against the light of health
state of his people in regard to health remessage
of
Christ’s
righteousness must
reform. They are indulging in the use
form. If they do not arouse to the need of
be
proclaimed
from
one
end of the earth
of flesh meats and other harmful things.
heeding the light on health reform, they
to
the
other.
Our
people
are
to be aroused
Those who for years have had the Testiwill soon fail to see the importance of
to
prepare
the
way
of
the
Lord.
The third
monies before them are without excuse.
other phases of the message.
angel’s
message—the
last
message
of merMany need to make decided reforms, for
When in Australia, Brother Kress, you
cy
to
a
perishing
world—is
so
sacred,
so
those who have left our ranks make this
lay trembling between life and death.—
glorious.
Let
the
light
go
forth
as
a
lamp
an occasion of charging our people with
Was the message given me for you, Return
unbelief in the Testimonies. God calls for that burneth. Mysteries into which angels
to a diet of flesh meats? No, no. God gave
thorough work on the part of professed have desired to look, which prophets and
you directions regarding a healthful diet,
believers, that he may be able to impress kings and righteous men desired to know,
which if diligently followed, would, minthe church of God is now to unfold.
minds and hearts.
gled with the exercise of faith and prayer,
An Illustration.
(Signed) Ellen G. White.
save your life. The Lord foresaw that as
Ezekiel writes: “Afterward he brought
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To Those Bearing Responsibilities in Washington and Other Centers
me again unto the door of the house; and,
behold, waters issued out from under the
threshold of the house eastward: for the
forefront of the house stood toward the
east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the
south side of the altar. Then brought he me
out of the way of the gate northward, and
led me about the way without unto the utter
gate by the way that looketh eastward; and,
behold, there ran out waters on the right
side. And when the man that had the line
in his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought
me through the waters; the waters were to
the ankles. Again he measured a thousand,
and brought me through the waters; the
waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through;
the waters were to the loins. Afterward he
measured a thousand; and it was a river
that I could not pass over: for the waters
were risen, waters to swim in, a river that
could not be passed over. And he said unto
me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then
he brought me, and caused me to return
to the brink of the river. Now when I had
returned, behold, at the bank of the river
were very many trees on the one side and
on the other. Then said he unto me, These
waters issue out toward the east country,
and go down into the desert, and go into
the sea: which being brought forth into the
sea, the waters shall be healed. And it shall
come to pass, that every thing that liveth,
which moveth, whithersoever the rivers
shall come, shall live: and there shall be a
very great multitude of fish, because these
waters shall come thither: for they shall be
healed; and every thing shall live whither
the river cometh. And it shall come to pass,
that the fishers shall stand upon it from Engedi even unto Eneglaim; they shall be a
place to spread forth nets; their fish shall be
according to their kinds, as the fish of the
great sea, exceeding many. But the miry
places thereof and the marishes thereof
shall not be healed; they shall be given to
salt. And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow
all trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade,
neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed:
it shall bring forth new fruit according to his
months, because their waters they issued
out of the sanctuary: and the fruit thereof
shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for
medicine.” Ezekiel 47:1-12.)
This presentation is an illustration of
the way in which the truth for this time is
to go. A large work is to be done by many
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who have commenced in a small way.
Many souls will be reached, not through
display, not through any devising on the
part of man, but because of the working of
the Holy Spirit on the hearts of the human
agencies. The Saviour worked in this way.
When His methods become the methods of
his followers, his blessing will attend their
labors. Let us always remember that our
schools are not to be conducted after the
worldly plan.
The Work of the Madison School.

In the work being done at the training
school for home and foreign missionary
teachers in Madison, Tennessee, and in the
small schools established by the teachers
who have gone forth from Madison, we
have an illustration of a way in which the
message should be carried. I would say
to the workers there, Continue to learn of
Christ. Do not be daunted. Be free in the
Lord; be free. Much acceptable work has
been done in Madison. The Lord says to
you, Go forward. Your school is to be an
example of how Bible study, general education, physical education, and sanitarium
work may be combined in many smaller
schools that shall be established in simplicity in many places in the Southern states.
My brethren in responsible places,
mourn not over the work that is being done
at Madison to train workers to go forth into
the highways and the hedges. It is the will
of God that this work should be done. Let
us cease to criticize the servants of God,
and humble our own hearts before the Lord.
Let us strengthen this company to continue
the good work in which they are engaged,
and labor to encourage others to do a similar work. Then the light of truth will be
carried in a simple and effective way, and
a great work will be accomplished for the
Master in a short time. {421}
When the Lord favors any of his servants with worldly advantages, it is that
they may use those advantages for the benefit of the work. As laborers together with
God, men are to keep constantly in mind
the need of giving the message of Christ’s
soon coming to the people who have not
been warned. In this we are not left to human intelligence alone, for angels of God
are waiting to encourage us in a life of patience and self-denial. We are to learn to be
content with simple food and clothing, that
we may save much to be invested in the
work of the gospel.
The gospel of Christ calls for entire
consecration. The Christian sower is to go
forth to sow. But many by their fretting and
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contentions are disqualifying themselves
for labor. Their sluggish senses do not discern how feeble are their efforts, and how
strong is their unbelief. Let our church
members now arise to their responsibilities and privileges. Let them spend less
on self-indulgence and needless adorning.
The money thus expended is the Lord’s,
and is needed to do a sacred work in his
cause. Educate the children to do missionary work, and to bring their offerings to
God. Let us awake to our need of denying
self. Let us awake to a sense of the spiritual
character of the work in which we profess
to be engaged.
I have said only a little in comparison
with what might be said on this subject.
But I call on our ministers, our teachers,
and our physicians to awake out of sleep,
and see the opportunities for work that
are within their reach, but which for years
have been allowed to pass unimproved.
Our lack of self-denial, our refusal
to see the necessities of the cause at this
time, and to respond to them, call for repentance and humiliation of heart before
God. It is a sin for one who knows the
truth of God to fold his hands and transfer
his duty to another.
It is a sin for any to criticize and find
fault with those who in their manner of
working do not exactly meet their mind.
Let none blame or censure the men who
have labored at Madison. In the place of
complaining at your brother’s work, take
up your own neglected work. Instead of
picking flaws in your brother’s character,
search your own heart, confess your sins,
and act honestly with God. Let there be
condemnation of self for the work that
lies undone all about you. Instead of placing impediments in the way of those who
are trying to accomplish something in the
South, let our eyes be opened to see that
time is passing, and that there is much for
you to do.
The Lord works through various agencies. If there are those who desire to step
into new fields and take up new lines of
labor, encourage them to do so. Seventh-day Adventists are doing a great and
good work; let no man’s hand be raised to
hinder his brother. Those who have had
experience in the work of God should be
encouraged to follow the guidance and
counsel of the Lord.
Do not worry lest some means shall go
direct to those who are trying to do missionary work in a quiet and effective way.
All the means is not to be handled by one
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