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The Gospel Herald
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord nestness a pledge from God that he is about
of hosts.”
to answer that prayer exceeding abundantTimothy.
ly, above all that we can ask or think. We
Paul wrote to Timothy, his son in the must not only pray in the name of Jesus,
gospel, “Thou therefore, my son, be strong but by the inspiration and kindling of the
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the Holy Spirit. This explains what is meant
things that thou hast heard of me among when it is said, “the Spirit itself maketh
many witnesses, the same commit thou to intercession for us with groanings which
faithful men, who shall be able to teach cannot be uttered.” The petitions must be
others also. Thou, therefore, endure hardi- offered in earnest faith. Then they will
ness as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”
reach the mercy-seat. Unwearyingly perThese words were written to a youth. sist in prayer. God does not say, Pray once,
Paul tells Timothy that he is not to be a and I will answer you. His word is pray,
weakling, but strong in the grace of God; be instant in prayer, believing ye have the
that it is his privilege to have power and things ye ask, and ye shall receive them; I
grace. Timothy is to show that he has giv- will answer you.
en attention to the things which have been
The Bible.
communicated to him by his Father in the
The word of God is to be presented as
gospel. He is to treasure up these truths, it is in Jesus. It is not enough to present
and commit them to faithful men, who the Bible as other books are presented.
shall be able to teach others also. This was That it may be understood savingly, the
his charge. His special work was to gather Holy Spirit must work upon the heart of
up the fragments of all he heard, and com- the receiver. The same Spirit that inspired
mit them to others, that nothing be lost.
the Word must inspire the readers of the
Helping the Inexperienced.
Word. Then we shall hear the voice of
This Scripture is fraught with import- heaven in all its harmony, and impressions
ant meaning. It plainly shows us that our will be made and an intelligent knowledge
love will be tested and proved. In the prov- attained. “Thy word, O God, is truth,” will
idence of God, we shall be associated with be the language of the soul.
those who are inexperienced. The humJune 11, 1902
blest child of God, who needs the most
The
Abiding
Trust
help, may at times try the patience of those
who are connected with him. Be careful,
The Gospel
my brother; be careful, my sister. “Take
he gospel — what a treaheed that ye despise not one of these little
sure-house of knowledge! It is not as
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven a pool that evaporates; not as a broken cistheir angels do always behold the face of
tern that loses its treasure, leaving mud and
my Father which is in heaven.”
decaying vegetation behind; not as a founPatience and Prayer.
tain that once sent forth a living, refreshThere must be a great deal of patience ing, cooling stream, but has ceased to send
cultivated, a great deal of prayer. Christ forth its cooling waters. Your life may be a
met and worked with all classes of human living spring, that leaps from rock to rock,
beings, seeking to save that which was clear and sparkling with life, refreshing the
lost. Will you who shall connect with men weary, the thirsty, the heavy-laden.
of different organisms and different temThese promises are not made to a few,
peraments, put on Christ, and respect one but to all who will come to the heavenly
another as you desire to be respected?
banquet that God has prepared in sending
The Wedding Garment.
his Son to our world to die in our behalf,
They must not put on their citizen’s that through faith in him we should become
dress, but the wedding garment. They have one with God. The praise and glory of his
been married to Christ, and the robe of his grace, power, and wisdom is the effectual
righteousness is to clothe them. The church salvation of a peculiar people, zealous of
is the bride of Christ, and her members are good works.
to yoke up with their Leader. God warns us
Predestination.
not to defile our garments.
Wonderful possibilities are provided

T

Prayer That Is Answered.

for everyone who has faith in Christ. No
When a man breathes an intensely ear- walls are built to keep any living soul from
nest prayer to God (Jesus Christ is the only salvation. The predestination, or election,
name given under heaven whereby we can of which God speaks, includes all who will
be saved), there is in that intensity and ear-
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accept Christ as a personal Saviour, who
will return to their loyalty, to perfect obedience to all God’s commandments. This
is the effectual salvation of a peculiar people, chosen by God from among men. All
who are willing to be saved by Christ are
the elect of God. It is the obedient who are
predestinated from the foundation of the
world. “To as many as received him, to
them he gave power to become the sons of
God, even to as many as believed on him.”
Seal of God

What is the seal of the living God,
which is placed in the foreheads of his people? It is a mark which angels, not human
eyes, can read; for the destroying angel
must see this mark of redemption. The intelligent mind has seen the sign of the cross
of Calvary in the Lord’s adopted sons and
daughters. The sin of the transgression of
the law of God is taken away. They have
on the wedding garment, and are obedient
and faithful to all God’s commands.
The Church

The Lord’s church is to him the dearest
object on earth. Creation itself was originated in the purpose of God that he might glorify himself in the redemption of his people.
The Plan of Redemption

By Christ the work upon which the
fulfillment of God’s purpose rests, was
accomplished. This was the agreement in
the councils of the God-head. The Father
purposed in counsel with his Son that the
human family should be tested and proved,
to see whether they would be allured by
the temptations of Satan, or whether they
would make Christ their righteousness,
keeping God’s commandments, and live.
God gave to his Son all who would be true
and loyal. Christ covenanted to redeem
them from the power of Satan, at the price
of his own life.
The Holy Spirit’s Work

When Christ ascended to heaven, the
Holy Spirit took his place, and was a perfect representation of him. It is the work of
the Spirit to administer the richest grace,
and make it effectual in the hearts of God’s
people, that the elect may be gathered into
one family. We need more quiet, abiding
trust in God, and then the very best and
highest activities will be put forth. Not one
false movement will be made.
December 10, 1902

Christ’s Representatives

M

UCH WORK REMAINS to be
done in proclaiming the third an5

January 1, 1903
gel’s message. Notwithstanding the great
needs of the cause, there are many workers
who are content to do for the Master but
little in comparison with what he has done
for them. Why, O why, is man willing to
remain so inactive, so helpless, when he
could be accomplishing a great work in
saving souls? The Saviour is asking us,
“Why stand ye here all the day idle?” We
should engage in his service, however great
a sacrifice this may at first appear. Poor deluded souls must be aroused from the fatal
lethargy of sin. The power of sin over them
must be broken, else it will grow stronger
and stronger, and at last result in their ruin.
Everyone who is truly converted has
the spirit of service. When Christ is indeed
formed within, the hope of glory, his Holy
Spirit works through the human agent to
save other souls for whom he has died.
God invites his workers to call upon
him for help, and he promises to hear and
answer them. As they take up the cross,
fully resolved to do what they can, he gives
them strength to bear the burden. Why do
we not enlist the help of Omnipotence? In
these precious days of probation, let every
laborer reach forth the hand in faith for the
help and strength that will enable him to
be a strong worker, in the Lord’s vineyard.
Let him pray for soundness of judgment
and for heavenly wisdom. God is a mighty
Helper. He will sustain everyone who
trusts in him. He is a sure, tried Anchor,
holding his children fast to himself amidst
every storm of opposition, every tempest
of trial and adversity. When the heavens
seem dark, when the strength seems to fail,
he will give light and confidence to all who
believe in him. To every troubled heart he
will speak peace.
The Lord hears and answers prayer. He
lays upon us no burden greater than we can
bear in his strength and by his grace. In every time of need he is a present help. O that
we might have faith to ask him for strength
according to our great need. Faith is the
hand by which we grasp the hand of the
mighty Helper. God’s promises are sure.
Why should we not take him at his word?
“Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.”
Will not the Lord be pleased to let the
light of his countenance shine upon us? O
that his arm of power might be revealed.
Faith is “the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” But I
fear that, with many of us, our faith does
not reach any farther than our sight. Let
6

The Southern Missionary
no one allow his strength to be wasted by
vain conflicts, or his heart wearied and
saddened because of unanswered desires.
Amidst the fiercest conflicts there is rest
for every weary soul who trusts in Christ.
To those who are afflicted with either physical or spiritual maladies, Jesus is saying,
“Wilt thou be made whole?” He is ready
and willing to do great things for those
who trust in him. With tenderness and pity
he is looking upon his children. He offers
help to those who, doing the best they can,
plead for capabilities that will enable them
to do more for him.
O that I could impress the members of
the church of Christ with the importance
of using aright the talents that have been
entrusted to them. O that I could make
them see what an influence for good they
might exert, if they would use their powers
to God’s glory.
We should not allow indifference or
carelessness to mark our actions; for Satan
is an untiring foe. Peter says, “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour.” Of us is required
the fullest consecration, the most earnest
devotion. The world is to be warned. The
masses of the people will not heed God’s
solemn warning; nevertheless his message
must be proclaimed to “every nation, and
kindred, and tongue.”
The greatest work, the noblest effort, in
which man can engage, is to point his fellow-men to the Lamb of God. O let us urge
the importance of this work with greater
earnestness than we have manifested in
the past. Let our church-members begin
to work. Let them reveal Christ in every
thought, word, and act. If they represent
him aright, they will receive the reward of
life eternal and a home in heaven.

Daniells.
“I recommend the use of the book,
‘Story of Joseph,’ as set forth in the article,
‘From Macedonia.’
“I would encourage the women and
children in our churches to undertake the
sale of this book according to the same
plan that has been and is being followed
with ‘Christ’s Object Lessons.’
“Will our state officers, the Tract and
Missionary officers, and the officers in our
churches take an interest in this work, and
promptly do what they can to make it an
immediate success?
“It will be well for all our people to
make a study of the Southern field, and
become acquainted with its needs in missionary work, and especially among the
colored people.
“It is a good plan for those who can to
make donations to be used in meeting the
expenses of the publication of the book,
‘Story of Joseph,’ so that the entire sales of
the book can be used in missionary work
among the colored people.
January 1, 1903

How We Can Help The
Southern Work
St. Helena, Cal., Nov. 17, 1903.

My Dear Brethren and Sisters
Everywhere:—
WISH TO ASK if you would not regard it as a privilege to lay aside a certain sum weekly for the Southern field?
Will you not put in a prominent place in
your home a box with the inscription, “For
the Work among the Colored People of the
South?” Will you not ask your children
to put into this box the money that they
would otherwise spend for candy and other needless things? When visitors come to
your home, they will see the box, and will
ask in regard to it. Let the children tell the
THE SOUTHERN
story of their effort to help a needy missionary field by denying self.
MISSIONARY
The giving that is the fruit of self-denial
January 1, 1903
is a wonderful help to the giver. It imparts
“Endorsement,”
an education that enables us more fully to
comprehend the work of Him who went
Upon receiving from Elder Daniells the typeabout doing good, relieving the suffering
written copy of the article on the first page,
and supplying the needs of the destitute.
entitled, “An Appeal and a Plan,” the proofs
The Saviour lived not to please Himself.
of it and the article, “From Macedonia,” were
In His life there was no trace of selfishsent to Sister White, at St. Helena, Cal.
ness. Though in a world that He Himself
The following endorsement has
had created, He claimed no part of it as His
just been received:—
home. “Foxes have holes, and the birds of
St. Helena, Cal., Nov. 13, 1903.
the air have nests,” He said, “but the Son
HEARTILY ENDORSE the acof man hath not where to lay His head.”
companying statement by Elder

“I

Book II of II

I

Ellen G. White

December 3, 1913
in the place of God to their children, and
they will have to render an account whether they have been faithful to the little few
committed to their care. Parents, some of
you are rearing children to be cut down
by the destroying angel, unless you speedily change your course and be faithful to
them. God cannot cover iniquity, even in
children. He cannot love unruly children,
who manifest passion, and he cannot save
them in the time of trouble. Will you suffer your children to be lost through your
neglect? Unfaithful parents! their blood
will be upon you, and is not your salvation
doubtful, with the blood of your children
upon you?
I say again, establish schools for the
children wherever there are churches;
where there are those who assemble to
worship God let there be schools for the
children. Work as if you were working
for your life to save children from being
drowned in the polluting, corrupting influences of this life. If people would encourage the church in which they are members,
and establish small, humble school buildings, in which to do service for God, they
would accommodate their own children
within their borders.
December 3, 1913

T

Christian Schools

HERE SHOULD BE a school established where there is a church or
company of believers. Teachers should be
employed to educate the children of Sabbath-keepers. In all of our churches there
should be schools, and teachers of these
schools who are missionaries.
The Bible should not be brought into
our schools to be sandwiched in between
infidelity. The Bible must be made the
ground-work and subject matter of education. It is true that we know much more of
the Word of the living God than we knew
in the past, but there is still much more to
be learned. It should be used as the Word
of the living God, and esteemed as first and
last and best in everything. Then will be
seen true spiritual growth.
Used as a text-book in our schools, the
Bible will do for mind and morals what
cannot be done by books of science or
philosophy. As a book to discipline and
strengthen the intellect, to ennoble, purify,
and refine character, it is without a rival.
If there were not another book in the wide
world, the Word of God lived out, through
the grace of Christ, would make men per-

24

The Gospel Of Health
fect in this world, with a character fitted
for a future immortal life.
In localities where there is a church,
a school should be established, if there
are no more than six children to attend. A
teacher should be employed who will educate the children in the truths of the Word
of God, which are so essential in these last
days, and which it is so important for them
to understand. A great test is coming. It
will be upon obedience or disobedience to
the commandments of God.

their theme was, “Myself, my feelings,
my knowledge, my ways.” Their own attainments became the standard by which
they judge others. Putting on the robes of
self-dignity, they mounted the judgment
seat, to criticize and condemn.

January 7, 1914

Selections from Recent Letters
and Publications

Jesus Forgives Only as We
Forgive

J

ESUS TEACHES THAT we can receive forgiveness from God only as we
forgive others. To cherish an unmerciful
spirit toward others is to close the heart
against the mercy of God toward us.
As if this, above all others, was the sin
that His followers needed to be warned
against, the one through which they were
in the greatest danger of shutting from
their hearts the light and love and peace of
Heaven, Jesus, after completing the Lord’s
prayer, added, “If ye forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses.”
He who is unforgiving cuts off the
very channel through which alone he can
receive mercy from God. We should not
think that unless those who have injured
us confess the wrong we are justified in
withholding from them our forgiveness.
It is their part, no doubt, to humble their
hearts by repentance and confession; but
we are to have a spirit of compassion toward those who have trespassed against
us, whether or not they confess their faults.
However sorely they may have wounded
us, we are not to cherish our grievances,
and sympathize with ourselves over our injuries; but, as we hope to be pardoned for
our offences against God, we are to pardon
all who have done evil to us.
The atmosphere of selfish and narrow criticism stifles the noble and generous emotions, and causes men to become self-centered judges and petty
spies. The Pharisees were of this class;
they came from their religious services,
not humbled with a sense of their own
weaknesses, not grateful for the great
privilege that God had given them. They
came forth filled with spiritual pride, and
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Medical Missionary
Work

I

AM DEEPLY INTERESTED in the
subject of medical missionary work and
the education of men and women for that
work. . . . I am more and more impressed
with the fact that a more decided testimony
must be borne upon this subject, that more
direct efforts must be made to interest the
proper persons, setting before them the advantages that every missionary will have
in understanding how to treat those who
are diseased in body, as well as to minister
to sin-sick souls. This double ministration
will give the laborer together with God access to homes, and will enable him to reach
all classes of society. An intelligent knowledge of how to treat disease upon hygienic
principles will gain the confidence of many
who otherwise would not be reached with
the truth. In affliction, many are humbled
in spirit, and words in favor of the truth
spoken to them in tenderness by one who
is seeking to alleviate physical suffering
may touch the heart. Prayer, short, weighted with tenderest sympathy, presenting the
suffering one in faith to the Great Physician, will inspire in them a confidence, a
rest, and a trust that will tend to the health
of both soul and body.
I have been surprised at being asked
by physicians if I did not think it would
be more pleasing to God for them to give
up the medical profession and enter the
ministry. I am prepared to answer such
an inquirer: “If you are a Christian and a
competent physician, you are qualified to
do tenfold more good as a missionary for
God than if you were to go forth merely
as a preacher of the word.” I would advise
young men and women to give heed to this
matter. Perilous times are before us. The
whole world will be involved in perplexity and distress, disease of every kind will
be upon the human family; and such ignorance as now prevails concerning the laws
of health would result in great suffering

Ellen G. White

The Gospel Of Health
and the loss of many lives that might be
saved.
While Satan is doing his utmost to
take advantage of men’s ignorance and to
lay the foundation of disease by improper
treatment of the body, it is best for those
who claim to be the sons of God to avail
themselves, while they can, of the opportunities now presented to gain a knowledge
of the human system and how it may be
preserved in health. . . .
As religious aggression subverts the
liberties of our nation, those who would
stand for freedom of conscience will be
placed in unfavorable positions. For their
own sake, they should, while they have
opportunity, become intelligent in regard
to disease, its causes, prevention, and
cure. And those who do this will find a
field of labor anywhere. There will be
suffering ones, plenty of them, who will
need help, not only among those of our
own faith, but largely among those who
know not the truth. . . .
In almost every church there are young
men and women who might receive education either as nurses or physicians. They
will never have a more favorable opportunity than now. I would urge that this
subject be considered prayerfully, that special effort be made to select those youths
who give promise of usefulness and moral
strength. Let these receive an education at
our Sanitarium at Battle Creek, to go out as
missionaries wherever the Lord may call
them to labor. It should ever be kept before
them that their work is not only to relieve
physical suffering, but to minister to souls
that are ready to perish. It is important that
everyone who is to act as a medical missionary be skilled in ministering to the soul
as well as to the body. . . .
Holy and devout persons, both men
and women, are wanted now to go forth as
medical missionaries. Let them cultivate
their physical and mental powers and their
piety to the uttermost. Every effort should
be made to send forth intelligent workers. The same grace that came from Jesus
Christ to Paul and Apollos, which caused
them to be distinguished for their spiritual
excellencies, can be received now, and will
bring into working order many devoted
missionaries. . . .
I am intensely interested in the education of medical students as missionaries.
This is the very means of introducing the
truth where otherwise it would not find
an entrance. I can see in the Lord’s providence that the medical missionary work

is to be a great entering wedge, whereby
the diseased soul may be reached. O what
a field of usefulness is opened before the
medical missionary! Jesus Christ was in
every sense of the word a missionary of the
highest type, and combined with his missionary work that of the great physician,
healing all manner of diseases. . . . How
essential that the living missionary should
understand the diseases which afflict the
human body, to combine the physician,
educated to care for diseased bodies, with
the faithful, conscientious shepherd of the
flock, to give sacredness and double efficiency to the service! The Lord in his great
goodness and matchless love has been urging upon his human instrumentalities that
missionaries are not really complete in
their education unless they have a knowledge of how to treat the sick and suffering.
If this had been felt as an important branch
of education in the missionary line of labor, many who have lost their lives might
have lived. Had they understood how to
treat the ailments of the body, and how
to study from cause to effect, they could,
through their intelligent knowledge of the
human body and how to treat its maladies,
have reached many hardened minds that
otherwise they could not approach. . . .
The truth expressed in living, unselfish
deeds, is the strongest argument for Christianity. The relieving of the sick, the helping of the distressed, is working in Christ’s
lines, and demonstrates most powerful
gospel truths representing Christ’s mission and work upon earth. The knowledge
of the art of relieving suffering humanity
is the opening of doors without number,
where the truth can find a lodgement in the
heart, and souls be saved unto life — eternal life.
October 1, 1897

From a Recent Testimony

“C

ulture on all points of life
will make the youth useful after
they shall leave the school to go to foreign
countries. They will not then have to depend upon the people to whom they go, to
cook and sew for them, or to build their
habitations. And they will be much more
influential if they show that they can labor
by the best methods and produce the best
results. This will be appreciated where
means is difficult to obtain. The laborers
will reveal that missionaries can become
educators in teaching how to labor. A much
smaller fund will be required to sustain
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October 1, 1897
such missionaries, because they have put
to the very best use their physical powers
in useful, practical labor combined with
their studies. And wherever they go, all
that they have gained in this line will give
them standing room.”
“It is also essential to understand the
philosophy of medical missionary work.
Wherever the student may go, he will need
education in the science of how to treat the
sick; for this will give him a welcome in
any place, because there is suffering of every kind in every part of the world.”
November 1, 1897

I

Bible Temperance

T IS NECESSARY for every believer
to be strictly temperate. The people in
our world indulge pernicious habits, thus
destroying their God-given susceptibility and the power of discerning sacred
things. The moral sense of many of those
living at the present day is clouded by
wrong habits. With many, appetite is the
law that governs.
There is need of a better understanding of the principles of health reform.
Temperance in eating, drinking, and
dressing is essential. The advocates of
temperance should place their standard
on a broader platform. They would then
be laborers together with God. With every iota of their influence, they should encourage the spread of reform principles.
Let appetite rule instead of principle, and
the whole human machinery will be implicated. The violation of physical law is
a violation of the law of God. Those who
eat too much, and whose food is of an
objectionable quality are easily led into
dissipation. In proportion to the darkness
of their minds, will they give license to
their appetites and passions.
Tea and coffee are neither wholesome
nor necessary. They are of no use so far
as the health of the body is concerned.
But practice in the use of these things becomes habit. When men and women are
truly converted, they will conscientiously
regard their habits of eating, drinking, and
dressing. They will seek to avoid physical,
mental, and moral feebleness.
Tobacco produces an effect on the system fully as harmful as liquor. It stimulates
for the time being, but when its immediate
influence is gone, those who have used it
sink as far below par as they have been elevated above it. All those who cling to this
habit, who refuse to practice health reform
25

September 1, 1878
If Christian men would protect their
homes from the horrors of vice, let them
respect the laws of God. Let them be jealous for the sanctity of the ten precepts
given for the government of mankind. Let
them thus purify themselves, and decide to
obey God at any cost to themselves. Then
will they understand the mystery of godliness, and exclaim with David, “How love
I thy law. It is my meditation all the day.”
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.”
September 1, 1878

A Lesson for the Times,
No. 3.

W

E ARE OFTEN PAINED as we see
the little moral power possessed by
the professed followers of Christ. When
tempted on the point of appetite, few will
firmly stand the test. Many turn from light
and knowledge, and sacrifice principle to
indulge their taste. They eat when they
have no need of eating, and at irregular periods, because they have no moral strength
to resist their inclinations. As the result of
this gratification of taste, the abused stomach rebels, suffering follows, and a weary
taxation of the friends of the sufferer.
Many indulge appetite at the expense
of health and the powers of intellect, so
that they cannot appreciate the plan of salvation. What appreciation can such ones
have of the temptation of Christ in the
wilderness, and of the victory he gained
upon the point of appetite? It is impossible for them to have exalted views of
God, and to realize the claims of his law.
Many of the professed followers of Christ
are forgetful of the great sacrifice made
by him on their account. The Majesty of
Heaven, in order to bring salvation within
their reach, was smitten, bruised, and afflicted. He became a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief. In the wilderness
of temptation he resisted Satan, although
the tempter was clothed with the livery of
Heaven. Christ, although brought to great
physical suffering, refused to yield a single
point, notwithstanding the most flattering
inducements were presented to bribe and
influence him to yield his integrity. All this
honor, all these riches and glory, said the
deceiver, will I give thee if thou wilt only
acknowledge my claims.
Could we at this time have entered the
heavenly courts, and seen with what intense interest the holy angels watched the
conflict of their loved Commander with
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the fallen foe, we should see greater significance in this long fast of Christ than it
is now possible for us, with our darkened
senses, to comprehend. Christ, the Commander of Heaven, was emaciated by long
fasting; and his human nature fainted when
the conflict was ended. The Son of God appeared to be dying from hunger and the effects of his warfare with Satan. But angels
lifted his fainting head, served him with
nourishing food, and ministered unto him.
Never will so severe a test be brought to
bear upon man, as that which the Captain
of his salvation endured before him.
There was great rejoicing and triumph
in the heavenly courts that Satan, who had
deceived even the heavenly angels, and
drawn a third part of Heaven into his rebellion, had been vanquished at every point by
the Prince of Life. Hosannas rung through
Heaven that Christ had repulsed the fallen
foe, and resisted every temptation upon the
point of appetite, redeeming Adam’s disgraceful failure by his own triumph.
Christ has given us an example of
temperance in his own life. Where so
many professed Christians fail, and are
led captive by appetite and inclination,
the Saviour was firm. Oh! what salvation
would there now be for the race if Christ
had been as weak in moral power as man?
No wonder that joy filled Heaven as the
fallen chief left the wilderness of temptation a conquered foe. Christ has power
from his Father to give his divine grace
and strength to man—making it possible
for us, through his name, to overcome.
There are but few professed followers of
Christ who choose to engage with him in
the work of resisting Satan’s temptations
as he resisted and overcame.
Professed Christians who enjoy gatherings of gaiety, pleasure, and feasting,
cannot appreciate the conflict of Christ in
the wilderness. This example of their Lord
in overcoming Satan is lost to them. This
infinite victory which Christ achieved for
them in the plan of salvation is meaningless. They have no special interest in the
wonderful humiliation of our Saviour, and
the anguish and sufferings he endured for
sinful man, while Satan was pressing him
with his manifold temptations. That scene
of trial in the wilderness was the foundation of the plan of salvation, and gives to
fallen man the key whereby he, in Christ’s
name, may overcome.
Many professed Christians look upon
this portion of the life of Christ as they
would upon a common warfare between
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two kings, and as having no special bearing upon their own life and character.
Therefore, the manner of warfare, and the
wonderful victory gained, have but little
interest for them. Their perceptive powers
are blunted by Satan’s artifices, so that they
cannot discern that he who afflicted Christ
in the wilderness, determined to rob him of
his integrity as the Son of the Infinite, is to
be their own adversary to the end of time.
Although he failed to overcome Christ, his
power over man is not weakened. All are
personally exposed to the temptations that
Christ overcame; but strength is provided
for them in the all-powerful name of the
great Conqueror. And all must, for themselves, individually overcome. Many fall
under the very same temptations wherewith Satan assailed Christ.
Although Christ gained a priceless victory in behalf of man in overcoming the
temptations of Satan in the wilderness, this
victory will not benefit man unless he also
gains the victory on his own account.
Man now has the advantage over Adam
in his warfare with Satan; for he has Adam’s experience in disobedience and his
consequent fall to warn him to shun his
example. Man also has Christ’s example
in overcoming appetite and the manifold
temptations of Satan, and in vanquishing
the mighty foe upon every point, and coming off victor in every contest.
If man stumbles and falls under the
temptations of Satan, he is without excuse;
for he has the disobedience of Adam as a
warning, and the life of the world’s Redeemer as an example of obedience and
self-denial, and the promise of Christ that
“to him that overcometh will I grant to sit
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and am set down with my Father in
his throne.”
The great trial of Christ in the wilderness on the point of appetite was to leave
man an example of self-denial. This long
fast was to convict men of the sinfulness of
many things in which professed Christians
indulge. The victory which Christ gained
in the wilderness was to show man the sinfulness of the very things in which he takes
such pleasure. The salvation of man was in
the balance, and to be decided by the trial
of Christ in the wilderness. If Christ was a
victor on the point of appetite, then there
was a chance for man to overcome. If Satan gained the victory through his subtlety,
man was bound by the power of appetite
in chains of indulgence which he could
not have moral power to break. Christ’s
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humanity alone could never have endured
this test; but his divine power, combined
with humanity, gained in behalf of man
an infinite victory. Our Representative in
this victory raised humanity in the scale of
moral value with God.
Every man born into the world with
reasoning powers has the opportunity, to
a great extent, of making himself whatever he chooses to be. The blessings of
this life and the blessings of the immortal
life, are within his reach. He may build
up a character of mental and moral worth,
gaining new strength at every step in life.
He may advance daily in knowledge and
wisdom, conscious of new delights as he
progresses, adding virtue to virtue, and
grace to grace.
His faculties will improve by use,
and the more wisdom he gains, the more
he will be able to acquire, and his intelligence, knowledge, and virtue will thus
continually increase and develop into
greater strength and beauty.
On the other hand, he may allow his
powers to rust out for want of use, or be
perverted through evil habits, lack of
self-control or of moral and religious
stamina. His course then tends downward;
he is disobedient to the law of God, and to
the laws of health. Appetite conquers him;
inclination carries him away. It is easier for
him to stand still and be dragged backward
by the powers of evil, which are always
active, than to struggle against them, and
go forward. Dissipation, disease, and death
follow. This is the history of many lives
that might have been useful in the cause of
God and humanity.
We are free moral agents. We may
obey the law of God, and secure eternal
gain and lead others into the path of right,
or we may transgress the law of God, and
bring the penalty of disobedience upon us.
There is glory above us that we may reach;
and there is an abyss of wretchedness below, into which we may plunge. It requires
less exertion to consent to go backward
and downward than to urge our way forward through every obstacle. Thus many
go down through inaction, who might be
bright and shining lights.

in perfect health. It took more than two
thousand years of indulgence of appetite
and lustful passions to create such a state
of things in the human organism as materially lessened his vital force. Through successive generations the tendency was more
swiftly downward. Indulgence of appetite
and passion combined, led to excess and
violence; debauchery and abominations
of every kind weakened the energies, and
brought upon the race diseases of every
type, until the vigor and glory of the first
generations passed away, and, in the third
generation from Adam, man began to show
signs of decay. Successive generations after the flood degenerated more rapidly.
All this woe and suffering may be
traced to the indulgence of appetite and
passion. Luxurious living and the use of
wine corrupt the blood, inflame the passions, and produce diseases of every kind.
Parents leave maladies as a legacy to their
children. As a rule, every intemperate man
who rears children transmits his inclinations and evil tendencies to his offspring;
and the evil does not end here: he gives to
them disease from his own inflamed and
corrupted blood. Licentiousness, disease,
and imbecility are transmitted as an inheritance of woe from father to son, and from
generation to generation, bringing anguish
and suffering into the world, which is no
less than a repetition of the fall of man.
The race is groaning under this weight
of accumulated woe, because of the sins
of former generations. And yet, with
scarcely a thought or care, men and women of the present time indulge intemperance by surfeiting and drunkenness, and
thereby leave, as a legacy for the next
generation, disease, enfeebled intellects,
and polluted morals.
The continual transgression of Nature’s
laws is a continual transgression of the law
of God. The present weight of suffering
and anguish which we see everywhere, the
present deformity, decrepitude, disease,
and imbecility now flooding the world,
make it, in comparison to what it might be,
and what God designed it should be, a lazar-house; and the present generation are
feeble in mental, moral, and physical power. All this misery, accumulated from genOctober 1, 1878
eration to generation, exists because fallen
A Lesson for the Times, man persists in breaking the law of God.
The effort made to create a taste for
No. 4.
the disgusting, filthy poison, tobacco,
AN CAME FROM the hand of God
leads to the desire for stronger stimulants,
complete in every faculty of mind
as liquor, which is taken, on one plea or
and body; in perfect soundness, therefore
another, for some imaginary infirmity, or
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October 1, 1878
to prevent some possible disease. Thus an
unnatural appetite for hurtful and exciting
stimulants is created, which strengthens
with one’s years. The increase of intemperance in this generation is alarming;
beverage-loving, liquor-drinking men
may be seen everywhere.
Intemperance of any kind is the worst
sort of selfishness. Those who truly fear
God and keep his commandments look
upon these things in the light of reason
and religion. How can any man or woman
keep the law of God, and at the same time
indulge intemperate appetite, which benumbs the brain, weakens the intellect, and
fills the body with disease? Intemperance
inflames the passions, and gives loose rein
to lust. Reason and conscience are then
blinded by the lower passions.
It is not an easy matter to overcome
established habits of taste and appetite
for narcotics and stimulants. In the name
of Christ alone can this great victory be
gained. He overcame in behalf of man in
the wilderness of temptation, in the long
fast of nearly six weeks. He sympathizes
with the weakness of fallen man. His love
for him was so great that he made an infinite sacrifice that he might reach him in
his degradation, and through his divine
power elevate him finally to his throne.
But it rests with man whether Christ shall
accomplish for him that which he has undertaken and is fully able to do.
It is a sacred duty that we owe to God
to keep the spirit pure, as a temple for the
Holy Ghost. If the heart and mind are devoted to the service of God; if we obey
all his commandments, loving him with
all the heart, might, mind, and strength,
and our neighbor as ourselves, we shall be
found loyal and true to the requirements
of Heaven.
The apostle says, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye
should obey it in the lusts thereof.” He
also urges his brethren to earnest diligence and steady perseverance in their
efforts for purity and holiness of life, in
these words: “And every man that striveth
for the mastery is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a corruptible
crown; but we, an incorruptible.”
November 1, 1878

A Lesson for the Times,
No. 5.

P

ARENTS WHO WOULD properly
rear their children need wisdom from
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November 19, 1908

An Appeal to Ministers
and Church Officers

D

EAR BRETHREN: — As I read
the reports of labor published in the
Review, and our other denominational
periodicals from week to week, my heart
is rejoiced over the progress of the Third
Angel’s Message in the home field and
abroad. Our workers are having many
remarkable experiences. The Lord is going before them, preparing the way, and
the cause of present truth is making rapid
advancement. This should be a source of
profound gratitude to God. As we contrast
the present prosperity of the work with the
early years of poverty passed through by
the pioneers of this cause, when our numbers were but few and our resources were
limited, we can but exclaim, “What hath
God wrought!”
And yet there remains much to be
done. In the past we have not been as diligent as we ought to have been in seeking to
save the lost. Precious opportunities have
been allowed to pass by unimproved. This
has delayed the coming of our King. Had
the people of God constantly preserved a
living connection with Him from the beginning of the great advent movement; had
they obeyed His word and advanced in all
His opening providences, they would today be in the heavenly Canaan.
We have done only a small part of the
evangelical work that God desires us to do
among our neighbors and friends. In every
city of our land there are those who know
not the truth. And out in the broad world
beyond the seas, there are many new fields
in which we must plow the ground and
sow the seed.
A few faithful missionaries are even
now planting the standard of truth in fields
far away. Publications are multiplying in
many languages. These silent messengers
are enlightening thousands. But as a people we come far short of moving forward
as fast as the providence of God opens the
way. Our General gives the command, “Go
forward.” Thousands are thirsting for living truth. The Macedonian cry is coming to
us from every direction, “Come over and
help us.” We look about us, and inquire,
“Who will go?” O that every follower of
Jesus might respond: “Send me. I long to
do something for my Master.”
Time and again I have had presented
before me a vision of people across the
broad ocean, standing in perplexity, and
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pale with anxiety, earnestly inquiring,
“What is truth?” They say: “We want the
bread of life. Our churches are backslidden
from God. We want to find the old paths.
We want to come back to the simplicity
of gospel religion.” My tears flow as I see
this picture rising vividly before me. The
voice from heaven pleads, “Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.” While so great a work remains
to be done, shall not we, as Christ’s followers, arouse to a sense of our God-given
responsibility, and be active in doing our
part?
[To be continued.]

November 25, 1908

An Appeal

(Concluded).
The Example of Nehemiah.

W

HEN ABOUT TO JOURNEY to
Jerusalem with the hope of restoring the walls about the stricken city of
his fathers, Nehemiah frankly told King
Artaxerxes of the work he contemplated
doing, and requested help to insure the
success of the enterprise. He obtained a
letter to the keeper of the king’s forest in
the mountains of Lebanon, directing him
to furnish such timber as would be needed
for the wall of Jerusalem and the buildings
that were to be erected. And the means
which he lacked he solicited from those
who were able to bestow.
In writing on this subject in years past,
I have said:—
“ The Lord still moves upon the hearts
of kings and rulers in behalf of His people.
Those who are laboring for Him are to avail
themselves of the help that He prompts men
to give for the advancement of His cause.
The agents through whom these gifts come,
may open ways by which the light of truth
shall be given to many benighted lands.
These men may have no sympathy with
God’s work, no faith in Christ, no acquaintance with His word; but their gifts are not
on this account to be refused.
“The Lord has placed His goods in the
hands of unbelievers as well as believers;
all may return to Him His own, for the
doing of the work that must be done for
a fallen world. As long as we are in this
world, as long as the Spirit of God strives
with the children of men, so long are we
to receive favors as well as to impart
them. We are to give to the world the light
of truth, as revealed in the Scriptures;
and we are to receive from the world that

Book II of II

which God moves upon them to give in
behalf of His cause.
“The Lord’s work might receive far
greater favors than it is now receiving if
we would approach men in wisdom, acquainting them with the work, and giving
them an opportunity of doing that which
it is our privilege to induce them to do for
its advancement. If we, as God’s servants,
would take a wise and prudent course, His
good hand would prosper us in our efforts.
“Some may question the propriety of
receiving gifts from unbelievers. Let such
ask themselves: ‘Who is the real owner of
our world? To whom belong its houses and
lands, and its treasures of gold and silver?’
God has an abundance in our world, and
He has placed His goods in the hands of
all, both the obedient and the disobedient. He is ready to move upon the hearts
of worldly men, even idolaters, to give
of their abundance for the support of His
work; and He will do this as soon as His
people learn to approach these men wisely
and to call their attention to that which it
is their privilege to do. If the needs of the
Lord’s work were set forth in a proper light
before those who have means and influence, these men might do much to advance
the cause of present truth. God’s people
have lost many privileges of which they
could have taken advantage, had they not
chosen to stand independent of the world.
“In the providence of God, we are daily brought into connection with the unconverted. By His own right hand, God is
preparing the way before us, in order that
His work may progress rapidly. As co-laborers with Him, we have a sacred work to
do. We are to have travail of soul for those
who are in high places; we are to extend to
them the gracious invitation to come to the
marriage feast.
“Although now almost wholly in the
possession of wicked men, all the world,
with its riches and treasures, belongs to
God. ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.’ ‘The silver is Mine, and the
gold is Mine, saith the Lord of hosts.’ ‘Every beast of the forest is Mine, and all the
birds of the mountains; and the wild beasts
of the field are Mine. If I were hungry, I
would not tell thee; for the world is Mine,
and the fullness thereof.’ O that Christians
might realize more and still more fully that
it is their privilege and their duty, while
cherishing right principles, to take advantage of every heaven-sent opportunity for
advancing God’s kingdom in this world!”

Ellen G. White

Lake Union Herald
December 2, 1908

Extracts from
Unpublished Testimonies

“S

IDE BY SIDE, wearing the yoke
of Christ, the laborers of God must
do their appointed work. The question as
to who is our neighbor is answered in the
mission fields at home and abroad, that
await our labor. These call for no Pharisaical principles, no narrow views. The
worker is not to follow his own ideas and
plans for work. The Lord’s individuality
is to be sunk in no living being. Christ’s
followers are to love God supremely, and
their neighbor as themselves.”
“The business connected with every
branch of the work of God, requires men
who are working in harmony with God;
for power and success in the work can be
obtained only through the cooperation of
the human and the divine. Men who are
not spiritually-minded, who are not consecrated to God, have no permission to perform, or authority to exercise, in regard to
the willing and doing of their fellow-men.
Without the best of evidence that one understands heavenly and eternal things,
he should not be authorized to minister
in matters connected with the work that
concerns the salvation of souls for whom
Christ has died.”
“There are souls who are starving for
sympathy, starving for the bread of life;
but they have not confidence to make
known their great need. Those who bear
their responsibilities in connection with
the work of God should understand that
they are under the most solemn obligation
to help those souls; and they would be prepared to help them if they, themselves, had
retained the soft, subduing influence of the
love of Christ. Do these poor souls, ready
to die, look to them for help? No, they did
this until they could have no hope of help
from that quarter. They see not a hand outstretched to save.”
“The Lord calls upon the churches who know the truth to be converted,
soul, body, and spirit, to be sanctified
and dedicated to His service. They are
not to stand, saying, “Who is my neighbor?” They are to bear in mind that their
neighbor is the one who most needs their
help and sympathy. Those who will stand
where the Lord can work through them to
communicate light to the world, will be
chosen as vessels unto honor.”
“The field of labor is vast; agencies of
every kind will be set in action to oppose

the works of God, and by indifference and
unfaithfulness now we shall range ourselves on the enemy’s side. No wall of selfishness is to be erected to prescribe certain
limits to any person’s work in seeking to
get light in any way before the people. One
single act in this line is a link in a chain
which will extend to others. Let there be
no selfish practice in God’s work. Let there
be no narrow ideas; for they may shut out
opportunities and privileges whereby souls
may be reached. Limits may be prescribed
which will dishonor God and encourage
selfishness. And the spirit of selfishness is
strange fire which should not be mingled
with God’s sacred sacrifice.”
“God has sent His Son to communicate
His own life to humanity. Christ declares,
‘I live by the Father,’ My life and His being
one. No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.
‘For as the Father hath life in Himself, so
hath He given to the Son to have life in
Himself; and hath given Him authority to
execute judgment also, because He is the
Son of man.’ The head of every man is
Christ, as the head of Christ is God. ‘And
ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.’“
December 9, 1908

Extract from an
Unpublished Testimony
Written March 13, 1897

T

HE WORD OF GOD must be our
authority in all things. The testimony
of David in this respect was, “Thou art my
portion, O Lord: I have said that I would
keep Thy words. I entreated Thy favor
with my whole heart: be merciful unto me
according to Thy word. I thought on my
ways, and turned my feet unto Thy testimonies. I made haste and delayed not to
keep Thy commandments. The bands of
the wicked have robbed me: but I have not
forgotten Thy law. At midnight I will arise
to give thanks unto Thee because of Thy
righteous judgments.”
How is the Lord the portion of His
people? He can be such to them only
when they choose Him above everything
earthly and temporal. But there are very
many who prefer every other portion rather than the heavenly treasure. This is not
appreciated. They prize more highly the
selfish pleasures that minister only to the
gratification of self. They consider the possession of lands, of houses, and of money, the most desirable prize they can gain:
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for they know that when once these are in
their hands, they will receive the esteem
and favor of the world. The standard of
the world estimates a man according to his
money value. This certainly can raise him
to position and honor as far as the world is
concerned, but it can never give him true
value of character.
Those who exercise true faith in Jesus
Christ will be blessed with sharp discernment. Everything connected with truth
and righteousness will be precious in [his]
sight. The knowledge of God, and of Jesus
Christ whom He has sent, will lead man to
place a high value on every faculty given
him of God. He will have a keen sense of
his obligation to keep these entrusted treasures in the most wholesome condition,
that he may ever discern the value of God,
and choose Him as his portion forever.
The privilege bestowed upon us in doing service for Christ is the highest exaltation that can be given to the human agent.
And God desires that man shall choose
Him as the portion of his soul. Without this
decided acceptance of the heavenly gift, in
preference to any other that the world can
give, Christ’s followers can never be one
with Him, as He is one with the Father.
Consider the wondrous power of our
God, and then call to mind His love for
fallen man. He “so loved the world, that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” How can
man, for whom God has done so much, for
whom Christ has given His life, continue
in his perversity? Can we wonder that at
the close of the thousand years, all who
have refused to accept Him shall be destroyed with fire from heaven outside the
city of God? God declares that this shall
be so. He says, “Behold, the day of the
Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and
He shall destroy the sinners thereof out of
it. . . . And I will punish the world for their
evil; and the wicked for their iniquity, and
I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to
cease, and I will lay low the haughtiness of
the terrible.”
I love Jesus. I tremble at the word of
God. I am seeking to hide myself in the
cleft of the rock, that I may behold His holiness of character. God has a people, and
I want to be among them. I want, too, that
you shall be among them. And if you will,
without any reservation, give up your way
and will to God, you may. The Spirit calls
today. There is hope still.
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Morning Reflections
promise, with W. C. T. U. workers.
“By holding ourselves aloof from the
workers in the W. C. T. U., our people have
lost much; and the members of the W. C.
T. U. also have been on losing ground. . .
. In some matters they are far in advance
of our leaders on the important question of
temperance.”—Mrs. E. G. White, in Unpublished Testimony, dated Sept. 2, 1907.
“Let us strive to reach their hearts—not
through the learned arguments of ministers, but through the wise efforts of women
of influence and tact who can devote time
and thought to this line of work.”—Mrs.
E. G. White, in Special Testimony, dated
April 18, 1900.
Morning Reflections

T

July 2, 1908

HE QUESTION IS ASKED, “When
the Son of man cometh, shall He find
faith in the earth?” Can you say this morning, I believe in the Lord Jesus; I live by
the faith of the Son of God, by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God?
The Saviour is calling souls to come
to Him. The bells of heaven are ringing
out the blessed invitation, “Come.” The
Spirit of God is pleading, “If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink.”
These are precious words of encouragement and hope.
It is the privilege and duty of every
church-member to consecrate heart and
soul to God. At your baptism you pledged
yourselves to believe in God, to obey His
word, to receive His grace. You pledged
yourselves to live the principles of the gospel, and to labor together with Christ with
all the ability God has given you. None are
excused for living idle lives. None can refuse to represent Him in word and deed,
and be guiltless.
The presence of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, the three highest powers in the universe and those in whose
name the believer is baptized, is pledged to
be with every striving soul. It will impart
grace and strength to all who will watch
unto prayer, to all who will purify the soul
by obedience to the truth. And it will make
the believer instrumental in leading other
souls to accept Christ by faith.
The duty to reflect light rests upon every church-member. “Ye are the light of
the world,” Christ declared to His followers. “A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid. Let your light so shine before men that
they may see your good works, and glorify
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your Father which is in heaven.” If the believer fails of drawing light from the Sun
of righteousness, he cannot reflect light.
“He that is not with Me,” Christ said.
“is against Me; and he that gathereth not
with Me scattereth abroad.” Those who
do not cast their influence on the side of
Christ, Satan imbues with his spirit to act
in unison with the enemy of good. We
cannot afford to do this, and thus violate the pledge we made at our baptism.
When we give to the cause of evil the
influence and ability which belong to the
cause of truth, angels are disappointed,
and Christ is dishonored. Those who are
true to their baptismal pledge cannot be
indifferent to the work of saving souls.
To those who by their influence gather
with Christ, angels will give ability to
labor successfully for Him.
How precious to every soul should be
the thought that his name upon the church
books is the pledge that he is engaged in
the service of Christ! The servant of God
is to be learning constantly how he may reflect light to the world. By his earnest devotion to the cause of the coming King, he
is to be a spectacle to the world, to angels,
and to men. He has become dead to worldly inducements, and lives unto God; and
the words of his mouth, the modest dress,
the humble spirit, unfailingly testify that
he is a laborer together with God.
Spiritual indolence brings discouragement to the church. The example of one
indolent soul may do much harm, for it
will be copied by others just according to
the possibilities of its influence. The Lord
calls upon all who profess His name to
exalt His character before men, by words
and works revealing their faith in Him. In
response to our desire to labor for Christ,
heavenly angels will place opportunities
before us by which we may make known
the salvation of God.
December 31, 1908

A Warning

Sanitarium, California
Dec. 11, 1908.
To Our Brethren in California:
AST NIGHT INSTRUCTION was
given me for our people. I seemed
to be in a meeting where representations
were being made of the strange work of
Brother Mackin and wife. I was instructed
that it was a work similar to that which was
carried on in , in the State of Maine, and
in various other places after the passing of
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the time in 1844. I was bidden to speak decidedly against this fanatical work.
I was shown that it was not the Spirit of the Lord that was inspiring Brother
and Sister Mackin, but the same spirit of
fanaticism that is ever seeking entrance
into the remnant church. Their application
of Scripture to their peculiar exercises, is
Scripture misapplied. The work of declaring persons possessed of the devil, and
then praying with them, and pretending to
cast out the evil spirits, is fanaticism which
will bring into disrepute any church which
sanctions such work.
I was shown that we must give no encouragement to these demonstrations, but
must guard the people with a decided testimony against that which would bring a
stain upon the name of Seventh-day Adventists, and destroy the confidence of the
people in the message of truth which they
must bear to the world. The Lord has done
a great work for His people in placing them
on vantage ground. It is the duty of the
church to cherish its influence. Precious
are the words, “Search the Scriptures; for
in them ye think ye have eternal life; and
they are they which testify of Me.” The
words of inspiration carefully studied and
prayerfully obeyed, will thoroughly furnish unto all good works.
As a denomination, we need to look
more continually to God for guidance. We
are living in an evil age. The perils of the
last days are upon us. Because iniquity
abounds, Satan presumes to bring in all
kinds of delusive theories upon those who
have tried to walk humbly with God, and
who are distrustful of self. Shall self-confident, fanatical men come to these humble
souls assuring them that they are possessed
of evil spirits, and after praying with them,
affirm that the devil is cast out? Such are
not the manifestations of the Spirit of God,
but another spirit.
I call upon every church to beware of
being led to think evil of those who, because distrustful of self, fear that they have
not the Holy Spirit. There are those who
have followed their own ways instead of
the ways of God. They have not acknowledged the light that God has graciously
given: and because of this they have lost
the power to distinguish between darkness
and light. There are many who have heard
much in regard to the path they ought to
follow, but who ignore the requirements
God makes of them. Their light does not
shine in works that reveal the principles of
truth and holiness. It is this class, who in

Ellen G. White

Pacific Union Recorder
time of test will accept falsehood and erroneous theories for the truth of God.
Great light has been given to the people of God. Let our people awake, and go
forward to perfection. You will be exposed
to fallacies of Satanic agencies. Fearful
waves of fanaticism will come. But God
will deliver the people who will earnestly
seek the Lord, and consecrate themselves
to His service.
January 28, 1909

“That They Might Know
Thee”

T

HE TERM “HIGHER EDUCATION” is to be considered in a different light from that in which it has been
viewed by the students of the sciences. The
prayer of Christ to His Father is full of eternal truth. “These words spake Jesus, and
lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that
Thy Son also may glorify Thee; As Thou
hast given Him power over all flesh, that He
should give eternal life to as many as Thou
hast given Him. And this is life eternal, that
they might know Thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.”
The power and soul of true education is
a knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ
whom He has sent. “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom.”
Of Jesus it is written: “And the child
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled
with wisdom: and the grace of God was
upon Him.” “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and man.”
Although the Holy Spirit worked the
mind of Christ, so that He could say to His
parents. “How is it that ye sought Me? wist
ye not that I must be about My Father’s
business?” yet He worked at the carpenter’s trade as an obedient son. He revealed
that He had a knowledge of His work as
the Son of God, and yet He did not exalt
His divine character. He did not offer as a
reason why He should not bear the burden
of temporal care, that He was of divine origin; but He was subject to His parents. He
was the Lord of the commandments, yet
He was obedient to all their requirements,
thus leaving an example of obedience to
childhood, youth, and manhood. To learn
and to do the works of Christ is to obtain a
true education.
No knowledge is so firm, so consistent
and far-reaching as that obtained from a
study of the Word of God. This is the foun-

dation of all true knowledge. The Bible is
like a fountain. The more you look into it,
the deeper it appears. The grand truths of
sacred history possess amazing strength
and beauty, and are as far-reaching as eternity. No science is equal to the science that
reveals the character of God.
Moses was educated in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians, yet he said. “Behold, I
have taught you statutes and judgments,
even as the Lord my God commanded me,
that ye should do so in the land whither
ye go to possess it. Keep therefore and do
them; for this is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the nations,
which shall hear all these statutes, and
say. Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people. For what nation is
there so great, who hath God so nigh unto
them, as the Lord our God is in all things
that we call upon Him for? And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes
and judgments so righteous as all this law,
which I set before you this day? Only take
heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from
thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach
them thy sons, and thy sons sons.”
Where shall we find laws more noble,
pure, and just than are exhibited on the
statute-books that record the instruction
given to Moses for the children of Israel? Through all time these laws are to be
perpetuated, that the character of God’s
people may be formed after the divine
similitude. The law is a wall of protection to those who are obedient to God’s
precepts. From what other source can we
gather such strength, or learn such noble
science? What other book will teach men
to love, fear and obey God as does the Bible? What other book presents to students
more ennobling science, more wonderful
history? It clearly portrays righteousness,
and foretells the consequences of disloyalty to the law of Jehovah. No one is left in
darkness as to that which God approves or
disapproves. In studying the Scriptures we
become acquainted with God, and are led
to understand our relation to Christ, who
is the Sin-bearer, the Surety, the Substitute
for our fallen race. These are truths that
concern our present and eternal interest.
The Bible stands the highest among
books, and its study is valuable above the
study of other literature in giving strength
and expansion to the mind. Paul says,
“Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
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rightly dividing the word of truth.” “Continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and
that from a child thou hast known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.” “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.”
The Old and New Testaments need to
be studied daily. The knowledge of God
and the wisdom of God come to the student who is a constant learner of His ways
and works. The Bible is to be our light, our
educator. When we will acknowledge God
in all our ways; when the youth are educated to believe that God sends the rain and
sunshine from heaven, causing vegetation
to flourish; when they are taught that all
blessings come from Him, and that thanksgiving and praise are due to Him; when
with fidelity they acknowledge God, and
discharge their duties day by day, God will
be in their thoughts. They will trust Him
for the morrow, and that anxious care that
brings unhappiness to so many lives will
be avoided. “Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His righteousness.” Christ declared, “and all these things shall be added
unto you.”
May 6, 1909

A Letter
Loma Linda, Cal., April 10, 1909.
To Those Assembled at Camp-Meeting,
Dear Brethren:
AM INSTRUCTED TO urge all who
shall attend the camp-meeting to make
this a special season of repentance and
heart-searching, and of cleansing the life
from everything that would lead to a course
of action that would dishonor the truth, or
cast a shadow of reproach upon the cause
of God. Satan is rallying his forces to contend with the advancing work. He would
bring reproach upon the work of God by
setting brother against brother, and bringing in the elements of suspicion and evil
surmising. I am bidden to say to our people, Do not devise evil one against another;
do not cherish unbelief in your hearts; do
not harbor suspicion against your brethren
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May 1, 1914
day of judgment upon the world. When the
multitude of the lost—those whom God
has favored with great light, but who rejected the light; those who might have been
saved, had they obeyed God’s law, but who
refused to obey—when these see the Son
of man coming in the clouds of heaven,
they will understand the great sacrifice
made in their behalf; they will understand
the unmeasured love of the Redeemer, his
incarnation, the sweat-drops of blood, the
marks of the nails in his hands and feet, the
pierced side; and they will ask to be hidden from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.
They see as in reality the condemnation
of Christ, and hear the loud cry, “Release
unto us Barabbas.” They hear the question,
“What shall I do then with Jesus?” and the
answer, “Crucify him, crucify him!”
The reign of appearance and pretense
is over. The righteous Judge speaks with
awful emphasis as he utters the sentence,
“I know you not, . . . depart from me.”
“When the Son of man shall come in
his glory, and all the holy angels with him,
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats: and he shall set the sheep
on his right hand, but the goats on the left.
“Then shall the King say unto them on
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.” Thus he
welcomes them, to live hereafter in eternal
communion with himself. And every voice
in the heavenly mansions echoes and reechoes the welcome, “Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.”
Jesus is coming, coming with clouds
and great glory. A multitude of shining angels will attend him. He will come to honor
those who have loved him and kept his commandments, and to take them to himself. He
has not forgotten them or his promise.
There will be a re-linking of the family chain. When we look upon our dead,
we may think of the morning when the
trump of God shall sound, when “the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.”
No human language can fully describe
the reward of the righteous. It will be
known to those only who behold it. There
the heavenly Shepherd leads his flock to
the fountains of living water. The tree of
life yields its fruit every month, and the
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leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. There are ever-flowing streams,
clear as crystal, and beside them waving
trees cast their shadows upon the paths
prepared for the ransomed of the Lord.
There the wide spreading plains swell into
hills of beauty, and the mountains of God
rear their lofty summits. On those peaceful
plains, beside those living streams, God’s
people, so long pilgrims and wanderers,
shall find a home.
“My people shall dwell in a peaceable
habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in
quiet resting-places.” “Violence shall no
more be heard in thy land, wasting nor
destruction within thy borders; but thou
shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy
gates Praise.”
“They shall build houses and inhabit
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat the fruit of them. They shall not build,
and another inhabit; they shall not plant,
and another eat:. . . . Mine elect shall long
enjoy the work of their hands.”
There will be no more tears, no funeral trains, no badges of mourning. “There
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying. . . . for the former things are passed
away.” “The inhabitants shall not say, I am
sick: the people that dwell therein shall be
forgiven their iniquity.”
That time is near. A little while, and
we shall see the King in his beauty. A little
while, and he will present his faithful ones
“faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy.”
May 1, 1914
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“Be of Good Cheer”

FEEL VERY THANKFUL that it is
our privilege to believe in God and to
walk carefully in accordance with the instruction he has given us in his Word. If
we do this, our hearts will respond to the
impressions of the Spirit of God, and we
shall follow on to know the Lord, whose
going forth is prepared as the morning.
And let us always remember that just as
his going forth is prepared as the morning,
so we are to expect the revelations of his
grace as we advance. But if we keep silent,
if we do not feel the importance of moving in harmony with his will, we shall not
have his blessing attending us. We cannot
afford, brethren and sisters, to be without
his help and guidance. We need to be in a
position where we can talk with God. We
are to commune with him. He who is our
sanctification, our righteousness, has giv-
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en us the privilege of being in a position
where we may have a continually increasing faith. We must ever live by faith, and
follow on to know the Lord.
God’s promises to us are so rich, so
full, that we need never hesitate or doubt;
we need never waver or backslide. In view
of the encouragements that are found all
through the Word of God, we have no right
to be gloomy or despondent. We may have
weakness of body; but the compassionate
Saviour says: “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you. For every one
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
be opened.”
Will you believe these assurances?
Will you say, “Yes, Lord, I take thee at thy
word. I will begin to talk an increase of
faith: I will take hold of the promises; they
are for me.” Oh, brethren and sisters, what
we want is a living, striving, growing faith
in the promises of God, which are indeed
for you and for me.
Many, many times I have been impressed by the Lord to speak words of
courage to his people. We are to put our
trust in God, and believe in him, and act
in accordance with his will. We must ever
remain in a position where we can praise
the Lord and magnify his name. Then we
shall see light in his Word, and follow on
to know him, whose going forth is prepared as the morning.
In the first epistle of Peter we read:
“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect
according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and
peace, be multiplied. Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you, who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time.”
These words are all-sufficient evidence
that God desires us to receive great blessings. His promises are so clearly stated that
there is no cause for uncertainty. He desires
us to take him at his word. At times we shall
be in great perplexity, and not know just
what to do. But at such times it is our priv-
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Broadside 1 - To The Little Remnant Scattered Abroad
ilege to take our Bibles, and read the mesout so far. The light behind them went
BROADSIDE 1 - TO
sages he has given us; and then get down
out leaving their feet in perfect darkness,
THE LITTLE REMNANT
on our knees, and ask him to help us. Over
and they stumbled and got their eyes off
SCATTERED ABROAD
and over again he has given evidence that
he is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering
God. He fulfills his promises in far greater
measure than we expect to receive help.
So long as Satan continues to live, we
shall have perplexity; and if we choose to
follow the counsel of the enemy, we shall
have constant difficulty; but if we refuse to
yield to satanic influences, choosing rather to lay hold on God and on the promises
of his Word, we shall be able to help and
strengthen and uphold one another. Thus
we shall bring into the work with which
we are connected a spirit of courage. Never are we to utter a word that would arouse
doubt or fear, or that would cast shadows
over the minds of others. I am determined
not to permit myself to speak discouraging words; and when I hear criticism and
complaint, or an expression of doubt and
fear, I know that he who thus speaks has
his eyes turned away from the Saviour. I
know every such person does not appreciate him who at infinite sacrifice left the
royal courts and came down into the world
that was lost, and lived among the children
of men in order that he might speak words
of hope and good cheer to the discouraged
and desponding.
Wherever we are, we are under obligation as disciples of our Lord and Master, to
anchor our faith in the promises of God. Individually we are to believe. We are not to
cast about for a possible doubt, or imagine
that sometime we may have to stand beneath the shadow of a cloud that seems to
be gathering. We are chosen of God to be
his children. We have been bought with an
infinite price, and we have no occasion for
placing the suggestions of the enemy before
the assurances of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Lord desires us to act sensibly.
We shall have trials; we need never expect
anything else; for the time has not yet come
when Satan is to be bound. Wherever we
may be, we shall continue to have trials.
But if we give up to the suggestions of the
enemy, we lose the battle. Can we afford
to yield to the arch-deceiver?—Oh, no! We
are to turn for help and deliverance to Him
who “according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,” even
the hope of an eternal inheritance reserved
for those “who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation.”
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To the Little Remnant
Scattered Abroad
Ellen G. Harmon, Portland, [Maine]
April 6, 1846.
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S GOD HAS SHOWN me in holy
vision the travels of the Advent people to the Holy City, and the rich reward to
be given those who wait the return of their
Lord from the wedding, it may be my duty
to give you a short sketch of what God has
revealed to me. The dear saints have got
many trials to pass through. But our light
afflictions, which are but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory—while we look
not at the things which are seen, for the
things which are seen are temporal, but
the things which are not seen are eternal. I
have tried to bring back a good report, and
a few grapes from the heavenly Canaan,
for which many would stone me, as the
congregation bade stone Caleb and Joshua
for their report, (Numbers 14:10.) But I declare to you, my brethren and sisters in the
Lord, it is a goodly land, and we are well
able to go up and possess it.
While praying at the family altar, the
Holy Ghost fell on me, and I seemed to be
rising higher and higher, far above the dark
world. I turned to look for the Advent people in the world, but could not find them—
when a voice said to me, “Look again, and
look a little higher.” At this I raised my
eyes and saw a straight and narrow path,
cast up high above the world. On this path
the Advent people were travelling to the
City, which was at the farther end of the
path. They had a bright light set up behind
them at the first end of the path, which an
angel told me was the Midnight Cry. This
light shone all along the path and gave
light for their feet so they might not stumble. And if they kept their eyes fixed on
Jesus, who was just before them, leading
them to the City, they were safe. But soon
some grew weary, and they said the City
was a great way off, and they expected to
have entered it before. Then Jesus would
encourage them by raising his glorious
right arm, and from his arm came a glorious light which waved over the Advent
band, and they shouted Hallelujah! Others
rashly denied the light behind them, and
said that it was not God that had led them
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the mark and lost sight of Jesus, and fell
off the path down in the dark and wicked
world below. It was just as impossible for
them to get on the path again and go to the
City, as all the wicked world which God
had rejected. They fell all the way along
the path one after another, until we heard
the voice of God like many waters, which
gave us the day and hour of Jesus’ coming. The living saints, 144,000 in number,
knew and understood the voice, while
the wicked thought it was thunder and an
earthquake. When God spake the time, he
poured on us the Holy Ghost, and our faces
began to light up and shine with the glory
of God as Moses did when he came down
from Mount Sinai, (Exodus 34:30-34).
By this time the 144,000 were all
sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads was written, God, New Jerusalem,
and a glorious Star containing Jesus’ new
name. At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would rush violently
up to lay hands on us to thrust us in prison, when we would stretch forth the hand
in the name of the Lord, and the wicked
would fall helpless to the ground. Then it
was that the synagogue of Satan knew that
God had loved us who could wash one another’s feet, and salute the holy brethren
with a holy kiss, and they worshipped at
our feet. Soon our eyes were drawn to the
East, for a small black cloud had appeared
about half as large as a man’s hand, which
we all knew was the Sign of the Son of
Man. We all in solemn silence gazed on
the cloud as it drew nearer, lighter, and
brighter, glorious, and still more glorious,
till it was a great white cloud. The bottom
appeared like fire, a rainbow was over it,
around the cloud were ten thousand angels
singing a most lovely song. And on it sat
the Son of Man, on his head were crowns,
his hair was white and curly and lay on his
shoulders. His feet had the appearance of
fire, in his right hand was a sharp sickle,
in his left a silver trumpet. His eyes were
as a flame of fire, which searched his children through and through. Then all faces
gathered paleness, and those that God had
rejected gathered blackness. Then we all
cried out, who shall be able to stand? Is
my robe spotless? Then the angels ceased
to sing, and there was sometime of awful
silence, when Jesus spoke. Those who
have clean hands and a pure heart shall
be able to stand, my grace is sufficient for
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