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Christ, Man’s Example

HERE IS nothing which will weaken the
strength of a church like pride and passion. If one engaged in the work of God does
things in contradiction to another engaged in
the same work, that is strife and variance. If
we do this to be esteemed or to exalt self, it
is vainglory, and death to spirituality and to
Christian love and unity of action. Let there
be no spirit of opposition among Christians.
Christ has given us an example of love and
humility, and has enjoined upon his followers to love one another as he has loved us.
We must in lowliness of mind esteem others
better than ourselves. We must be severe
upon our own defects of character, be quick
to discern our own errors and mistakes, and
make less of the faults of others than of our
own. We must feel a special interest in looking upon the things of others,—not coveting
them, not to find fault with them, not to remark upon them and present them in a false
light, but to do strict justice in all things to
our brethren and all with whom we have any
dealings. A spirit to work plans for our own
selfish interest, so as to grasp a little gain, or
to labor to show a superiority or rivalry, is an
offense to God. The Spirit of Christ will lead
his followers to be concerned, not only for
their success and advantage, but to be equally
interested for the success and advantage of
their brethren. This will be loving our neighbor as ourselves; and an opposite spirit from
this creates differences and alienations and
want of love and harmony.
Oh, how out of place is all this strife
for supremacy! Jesus alone is to be exalted.
Whatever may be the ability or the success
of any one of us, it is not because we have
manufactured these powers ourselves; they
are the sacred trust given us of God, to be
wisely employed in his service to his glory.
All is the Lord’s entrusted capital. Why, then,
should we be lifted up? Why should we call
attention to our own defective selves? What
we do possess in talent and wisdom, is received from the Source of wisdom, that we
may glorify God.
The apostle would call our attention from
ourselves to the Author of our salvation. He
presents before us his two natures, divine and
human. Here is the description of the divine:
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“Who, being in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God.” He was
“the brightness of his glory, and the express
image of his person.”
Now, of the human: “He was made in the
likeness of man: and being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death.” He voluntarily assumed human nature. It was his own act, and
by his own consent. He clothed his divinity
with humanity. He was all the while as God,
but he did not appear as God. He veiled the
demonstrations of Deity which had commanded the homage, and called forth the
admiration, of the universe of God. He was
God while upon earth, but he divested himself of the form of God, and in its stead took
the form and fashion of a man. He walked the
earth as a man. For our sakes he became poor,
that we through his poverty might be made
rich. He laid aside his glory and his majesty. He was God, but the glories of the form
of God he for a while relinquished. Though
he walked among men in poverty, scattering
his blessings wherever he went, at his word
legions of angels would surround their Redeemer, and do him homage. But he walked
the earth unrecognized, unconfessed, with
but few exceptions, by his creatures. The atmosphere was polluted with sin and curses,
in place of the anthem of praise. His lot was
poverty and humiliation. As he passed to and
fro upon his mission of mercy to relieve the
sick, to lift up the depressed, scarce a solitary
voice called him blessed, and the very greatest of the nation passed him by with disdain.
Contrast this with the riches of glory, the
wealth of praise pouring forth from immortal tongues, the millions of rich voices in the
universe of God in anthems of adoration. But
he humbled himself, and took mortality upon
him. As a member of the human family he
was mortal, but as a God he was the fountain
of life to the world. He could, in his divine
person, ever have withstood the advances of death, and refused to come under its
dominion; but he voluntarily laid down his
life, that in so doing he might give life and
bring immortality to light. He bore the sins
of the world, and endured the penalty which
rolled like a mountain upon his divine soul.
He yielded up his life a sacrifice, that man
should not eternally die. He died, not through
being compelled to die, but by his own free
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will. This was humility. The whole treasure
of heaven was poured out in one gift to save
fallen man. He brought into his human nature
all the life giving energies that human beings
will need and must receive.
Wondrous combination of man and God!
He might have helped his human nature to
withstand the inroads of disease by pouring
from his divine nature vitality and undecaying vigor to the human. But he humbled
himself to man’s nature. He did this that the
Scripture might be fulfilled; and the plan was
entered into by the Son of God, knowing all
the steps in his humiliation, that he must descend to make an expiation for the sins of a
condemned, groaning world. What humility
was this! It amazed angels. The tongue can
never describe it; the imagination cannot
take it in. The eternal Word consented to be
made flesh! God became man! It was a wonderful humility!
But he stepped still lower; the man must
humble himself as a man to bear insult, reproach, shameful accusations, and abuse.
There seemed to be no safe place for him in
his own territory. He had to flee from place
to place for his life. He was betrayed by one
of his disciples; he was denied by one of his
most zealous followers. He was mocked.
He was crowned with a crown of thorns.
He was scourged. He was forced to bear the
burden of the cross. He was not insensible
to this contempt and ignominy. He submitted, but, oh! he felt the bitterness as no other
being could feel it. He was pure, holy, and
undefiled, yet arraigned as a criminal! The
adorable Redeemer stepped down from the
highest exaltation. Step by step he humbled
himself to die,—but what a death! It was the
most shameful, the most cruel,—the death
upon the cross as a malefactor. He did not
die as a hero in the eyes of the world, loaded with honors, as men in battle. He died as
a condemned criminal, suspended between
the heavens and the earth,—died a lingering death of shame, exposed to the tauntings
and revilings of a debased, crime-loaded,
profligate multitude! “All they that see me
laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip,
they shake the head.” Psalm 22:7. He was
numbered with the transgressors, he expired
amid derision, and his kinsmen according
to the flesh disowned him. His mother beheld his humiliation, and he was forced to
1
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see the sword pierce her heart. He endured to master self? Who is lifting his cross and to help and bless others. All contentions, all
the cross, despised the shame. He made it following Jesus? Who is wrestling against envy, is grievous to Jesus Christ.
of small account in consideration of the re- self-conceit? Who is setting himself in good
July 12, 1887
sults that he was working out in behalf of, earnest and with all his energies to overcome Volume 2
Page 153
not only the inhabitants of this speck of a Satanic envyings, jealousies, evil-surmisUnion With God
world, but the whole universe, every world ings, and lasciviousness; cleansing the soul
E HAVE the promise, “Draw nigh to
which God had created.
temple from all defilements, and opening
God, and he will draw night to you.”
Christ was to die as man’s substitute. the door of the heart for Jesus to come in?
This
is
a precious promise to me for the reaMan was a criminal under the sentence of Would that these words might have that imson
I
believe
it. I believe God will do just
death for transgression of the law of God as pression upon minds that all who may read
as
he
said
he
would.
And while we comply
a traitor, a rebel; hence a substitute for man them would cultivate the grace of humility,
with
the
conditions
to
draw nigh to God, it
must die as a malefactor, because he stood in be self-denying, more disposed to esteem
is
our
privilege
to
claim
the promise. Christ
the place of the traitors, with all their trea- others better than themselves, having the
has
said,
“Without
me
ye
can do nothing.” It
sured sins upon his divine soul. It was not mind and Spirit of Christ to bear one anothis
useless
to
think
that
we
can do anything
enough that Jesus should die in order to fully er’s burdens! Oh that we might write deeply
unless
Christ
is
abiding
in
our
hearts.
meet the demands of the broken law, but he upon our hearts, as we contemplate, the great
It
is
our
privilege
to
have
Jesus with us
died a shameful death. The prophet gives to condescension and humiliation to which the
at
all
times
and
in
all
places.
In
order to have
the world his words, “I hid not my face from Son of God descended that we might be parthis
mighty
helper
by
our
side,
we
must empshame and spitting.”
takers of the divine nature, and escape the
ty
the
soul
of
everything
that
would
corrupt
In consideration of this, can men have corruption that is in the world through lust!
or
tarnish
it.
This
is
our
work;
it
is
to
keep
one particle of exaltation? As they trace All haughtiness, all self-exaltation must be
fixed
the
eye
upon
the
glory
of
God,
and
be
down the life and sufferings and humiliation put away from us, and we learn the meekness
constantly
seeking
to
yoke
up
with
Christ
as
of Christ, can they lift their proud heads as and lowliness of Christ, or we shall find no
our
companion
and
friend.
And
this
is
what
though they were to bear no trials, no shame, place in the kingdom of God. The life must
no humiliation? I say to the followers of be hid with Christ in God. The anchor of ev- the cause of Christ requires, that the heart
Christ, Look to Calvary, and blush for shame ery soul is to be cast into the rock cleft for us, should be stirred with Christ’s words and
your self-important ideas. All this humilia- that rock which bears up a ruined world. Let Christ’s wisdom. It is to have a close connection with Jesus. We must acquaint ourselves
tion of the majesty of heaven was for guilty, us keep these things in our minds.
Pride of talent, pride of intellect, cannot with God, which is identification with God.
condemned man. He went lower and lower
in his humiliation, until there were no low- exist in hearts that are hid with Christ in God. It is not enough to have a theoretical knowler depths that he could reach in order to lift There would be no strivings to let self stand edge; we must have a living experience in the
man up from his moral defilement. All this forth conspicuously unless Deity and human- things of God. Our life can be and should be
was for you who are striving for the suprem- ity combined had stood in the gap to stay the made radiant with God’s wisdom. We must
acy—striving for human praise, for human sentence of a broken law. Its penalties would be lifted up to a higher level. We must take
exaltation; you who are afraid you will not have fallen, without abating a jot of its se- in knowledge from God’s word, from God’s
receive all that deference, that respect from verity, upon the sinful. It fell on Jesus, the presence; take in light from heaven, reflect
human minds, that you think is your due. Is world’s Redeemer, to give man another tri- light, and let our hearts go out in gratitude to
this Christlike?
al. Then let us humble ourselves, and adore God for the light of truth he has given us, and
“Let this mind be in you, which was Jesus, but never, never exalt self in the least then let this light shine to those around us in
also in Christ Jesus.” He died to make an degree. God forbid that we should foster in steady, bright rays. The law of God is to be
atonement, and to become a pattern for ev- ourselves independence. Make haste that brought into our life, and its principles are to
eryone who would be his disciple. Shall self- none of us may occupy the fearful position of be carried out in actions, just as the building
needs the great cornerstones and the solid
ish come into your hearts? And will those him for whom Christ died in vain.
who set not before them the pattern, Jesus,
Will my brethren consider that there is no beams. The Lord sees how deficient we are,
extol your merits? You have none except royal road to heaven? The cross, the cross, and he wants to put his Spirit into our hearts.
as they come through Jesus Christ. Shall lies directly in the path we must travel to He warns us to build on the solid foundation;
pride be harbored after you have seen Deity reach the crown. Those who will not humble then we can find access to the souls he came
humbling himself, and then as man debas- themselves even as a little child, said Jesus to save. It is our work to open this most gloing himself, till there was no lower point to Christ, shall have no part in the kingdom of rious truth to them. Just as soon as we sepawhich he could descend? “Be astonished, heaven. If the motive of all our life is to serve rate ourselves from God by sin, which is the
O ye heavens,” and be amazed, ye inhabi- and honor Christ and bless humanity in the transgression of his law, Satan takes control
tants of the earth, that such returns should world, then the dreariest path of duty will be- of our minds. We want to seek earnestly to
be made to our Lord! What contempt! what come a bright way,—a path cast up for the draw near to God.
What does the text mean which says,
wickedness! what formality! what pride! ransomed of the Lord to walk in. If we are
“Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify
what efforts made to lift up man and glorify children of God, there will be countless opyour
hearts,
ye double-minded”?—It means
self, when the Lord of glory humbled him- portunities for serving him by active ministry
that
some
have
been serving God with a
self, agonized, and died the shameful death to those for whom he died. Jesus looks upon
divided
heart.
They
esteem God some, but
upon the cross in our behalf!
the wants, the necessities, of every soul, and
themselves
more.
We
must not esteem ourWho is learning the meekness and lowli- ministers unto them by standing close beside
selves
more
highly
than
we ought. Let not
ness of the pattern? Who is striving earnestly the one whom he uses to be an instrument
Book II of IV
Ellen G. White
2
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said, “You know we wear out shoes and let there be no more complaint! “Bring ye all been complaining to me of her lack of faith
clothes in traveling over the mountains, and the tithes into the store-house, that there may in God. “Now,” I said, “how is it that you can
we have our families to support.” How many be meat in mine house, and prove me now trust in a promise of mine, but cannot trust
of us with families of five and six would be herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not your heavenly Father’s word? How is it that
willing to live on such meager pay for the open you the windows of heaven, and pour you can have faith in a poor, fallible mortal,
sake of the cause?
you out a blessing, that there shall not be and cannot rely upon the unchangeable God?
My heart ached when I saw how the poor room enough to receive it.” Let us follow in I had forgotten my promise; but God never
had to get along in this country. We would the steps of Him who, though he was rich, yet forgets. Why can’t you take him at his word,
see the children going along eating their din- for our sakes became poor, that we through as you take me at my word?” We honor God
ner,-a piece of dry bread moistened in the his poverty might be rich. Let us be willing when we take him at his word, and walk out
water of the fountain. But they were happy, to give ourselves for others, as he has given by faith, believing that he means just what he
and thought they had nothing to complain of. himself for us.
says. He has not withheld his best gift. “He
Why is it that we think we must have our pie
that spared not his own Son, but delivered
March 19, 1889
and cake and rich puddings, when these very Volume 2
Page 289 him up for us all, how shall he not with him
things only hinder us from becoming sanctialso freely give us all things?” All heaven
Is It Well With My Soul?
fied to God? We should seek to bring our exwas poured out to man in that one gift; and
E HAVE a most decided work to do how can we doubt our heavenly Father?
penses within our means. I want to see every
to prepare for the judgment. The great
laborer fully consecrated to the work. Some
The promises of God are rich and abunquestion
is, “How is it with my soul? Have I dant; and why is it that there is so little power
of our workers have thought that they must
go to the very best hotels. But is this the way followed the light that God has given me?” If and success with the messengers of God?—
to do? How can we indulge ourselves, in the you have faith now to grasp the promises of There is a lack of that faith that claims the
face of all the misery and distress that there is God, you will have faith when greater trials promises of his word. Let the ministers go
around us? How much money is swept from come. The present time is all-important time before God, and say, “I will not let thee go,
the treasury of God by the everlasting habit to us. Now is the time to know that Christ is except thou bless me.” Let them never rise
of picture taking! All this needless expense formed within, the hope and glory. We must from their knees until the work is accomis registered in the books of heaven. Is it not abide in Christ. Says the Saviour: “I am the plished. There is too much preaching done
best for us to believe that the eye of God is vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth without the ministering that God desires
upon us? Shall we not so run that we may in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth you to do. The minister should not think that
obtain the prize, and become temperate in all much fruit; for without me ye can do noth- his work is done when he leaves the desk.
things? Those who engaged in the games in ing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth He should go to individual souls, and labor
Paul’s time were temperate. They kept a stern as a branch, and is withered; and men gather with them in the Spirit of Christ. O, if you
control of their appetites and passions, that them, and cast them into the fire, and they are would go to the lost, and let your heart break
they might be in the best condition to run and burned.” But if we abide in him, we may ask before them, we should see a work similar
obtain the prize. And what was it?—Simply what we will, and it shall be done.
to that which was done in 1844. Then you
I have a twin sister who seems unable to might have seen three of four in the orchard,
a corruptible crown; but we run for an incorruptible crown that fadeth not away. We do understand the simplicity of faith. She is af- two or three in a barn, five or six in a chamnot run with uncertainty, knowing not wheth- flicted with disease; but she might be a stron- ber, pleading with God for souls. When they
er we may receive the prize or not; for if we ger woman, if she would lay hold of God came to meeting, their faces were lighted up
fulfill the conditions, there is no doubt in the in simple faith. I wrote to her, saying, “Ask with the glory of God.
matter. Those in the races often fell fainting anything you will, that is within my power
We talk altogether too much about the
and dead within a few feet of victory, but it to obtain, to make you comfortable, and you power of Satan. It is true that Satan is a powneed not be so with us. We are not as those shall have it.” She believed that I meant what erful being; but I thank God for a mighty
who beat the air. Is it not of the highest con- I said. She wrote to me about a wheel-chair Saviour, who cast the evil one from heaven.
sequence that the brain nerve-force should of which she had heard, that she thought We talk of our adversary, we pray about him,
not be weakened by indulgence, as we have would be a great blessing to her. One had we think of him; and he looms up greater and
to contend with spiritual wickedness in high been selected for her, and she wrote with the greater in our imagination. Now why not talk
places? We are to keep the body under, and greatest confidence that I would purchase it. of Jesus? Why not think of his power and his
bring it into subjection, that we may accom- How is it that she could believe in my word, love? Satan is pleased to have us magnify his
plish all that is possible. The self-denial and and yet could not believe in the promises of power. Hold up Jesus, meditate upon him,
self-sacrifice involved in this is essential to Jesus? When I write to her, I mean to present and by beholding, you will become changed
our good, that we may reach the high standard the matter in this very light.
into his image.
A sister came to me in Oakland, and said,
that God has set before us. Put yourselves to
John saw a Lamb on Mount Zion, and
the task. Put your powers to the stretch, and “Don’t you remember that you promised to with him 144,000, having his Father’s name
come out into a position where you can reach give me ‘Volume IV.’ when it was revised and written in their foreheads. They bore the sigthe perishing around you. Where is your enlarged?” “Did I?” said I, “and did you real- net of heaven. They reflected the image of
working-power, your skill, your tact, your ly believe I meant to do it?” “Certainly,” she God. They were full of the light and the glory
means? Does not the cause of God call for replied. “Why did you think so?” I asked, “Is of the Holy One. If we would have the image
the best talents, and the highest use of our it not strange that you should think I would and superscription of God upon us, we must
faculties? Does it not demand that you obtain do that, simply because I promised you?” separate ourselves from all iniquity. We must
a knowledge of your God and Saviour? O, She looked at me in astonishment. She had forsake every evil way, and then we must trust
Book II of IV
Ellen G. White
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our cases in the hands of Christ. While we are
working out our own salvation with fear and
trembling, God will work in us to will and to
do of his own good pleasure. While you must
do your part, yet it is God that must give you
aid, and sanctify you. Christ makes us penitent that he may forgive us. We have an idea
that we must do some part of the work alone.
We have thought that there are two or three
steps that we must take without any help or
support. But this is not so. The Spirit of God
is continually wooing and drawing the soul
to right purposes, and into harmony with the
law of God. The invitation is given to the
helpless, “Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money;
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine
and milk, without money and without price.”
As soon as we separate ourselves from evil,
and choose to serve God, we shall respond to
this invitation.
Not one of us should take the first step in
the way of transgression. We must not follow our selfish inclinations. We are to deny
ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Jesus. We are to do our very best to sever ourselves from everything that is an offense to
God. How can you lift up holy hands without
wrath and doubting, if you commit iniquity?
When you open the Bible, if you are transgressing the law of God, it will seem that all
the threatenings of wrath are for your case.
When you rise in meeting to bear your testimony, it will be full of unbelief and darkness.
Your testimony will misrepresent your heavenly Father. It will represent him as unwilling
to forgive when you want to return to him,
and you will dishonor your Redeemer before
the congregation. The Lord has promised,
“Ye shall seek me and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart.” Why can
you not take the Lord at his word? Why can
you not come with an eye single to the glory
of God, and appropriate the rich promises he
has made?
When I was in Europe, a sister wrote to
me in the deepest distress. She was in despair, and she wrote, “Can’t you say a word
of encouragement to me? Can’t you tell me
of anything I could do to be relieved of my
burden?” The night after I had read her letter,
I dreamed that I was in a garden, and a stately personage was conducting me through its
paths. I was picking the flowers and enjoying the fragrance, when this sister, who was
walking by my side, called my attention to
some unsightly thistles that were impeding
her way. There she was, mourning and grieving. She was not walking in the pathway, following the guide, but was walking among the
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briers and thorns. “Oh,” she mourned, “is it
not a pity that this beautiful garden is spoiled
with thorns?” Then the guide turned, and
said, “Let the thistles alone, for they will only
wound you. Gather the roses, and the lilies,
and the pinks;” and now she is doing this.
Why not have something pleasant to think
about? “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are
of good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things.”
Suppose you had a family of children to
whom you gave many pleasant and useful
things, and they should pick out something
that did not seem without objection to them,
and should talk of its defects, and mourn and
fret because this one thing did not quite meet
their approval; how would you think they
were repaying your goodness and kindness
to them? Would you feel that your efforts
were rewarded as they should be? Would it
not grieve your heart to find your children
so ungrateful, and so unappreciative of your
love toward them?
The precious Bible is the garden of God,
and his promises are the lilies, and the roses, and the pinks. Why do you not gather the
fragrant flowers, and leave the thistles alone?
Why do you not dwell on the love of Jesus?
Why do you not bring gratitude into your life
for all the benefits you have received from
your heavenly Father? The more thankfulness you express, the more you will have to
express. The whole universe is looking upon
us; and see what efforts God has made for
our salvation. He has given his only begotten
Son to die for us. He was willing to come
to our world, to leave the royal throne, that
he might save the fallen race of men. Says
the prophet, “He is despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him
not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But he
was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed.” He made an infinite sacrifice
on Calvary’s cross for us. Then why is it that
we are always talking of our bruises? Why
are we not healed? He died to pardon our
sins, and to become our righteousness. When
Satan comes to tell you that you are a sinner, tell him that you know you are, but that
Christ came into the world to save sinners,
and that makes him your Saviour. I love him;
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I believe in him today.
Let the soul be uplifted from the lowlands of sin to contemplate the God of all
goodness, mercy and love, but who will in
no wise clear the guilty. Meet goodness with
goodness. Cleanse the soul temple from all
defilement, and open it to the blessed Spirit
of God. We may be bright and shining lights
in the world. Let us search our Bibles, digging into its mines for the precious jewels of
truth; and all the time we may bear a brighter
and a brighter testimony to the glory of God.
We may have a little heaven in our hearts
as we journey on toward the heaven above.
We may learn the song of victory that is to
be sung on Mount Zion. I praise God for his
match less love to us.
Volume 2
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The Open Door

Page 291

“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which
remain, that are ready to die; for I have not
found thy works perfect before God.” “He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but I will confess his name before
my Father, and before his angels. He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches. And to the angel of the church of
Philadelphia write: These things saith he that
is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of
David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and no man openeth; I know thy works;
behold, I set before thee an open door, and no
man can shut it; for thou hast a little strength,
and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name.” Revelation 3:2, 5-8.

T

HOSE WHO shall be overcomers are
to be highly exalted before God and before his angels. Christ has promised that he
will confess their names before his Father
and before the holy angels of heaven. He has
given us abundant promises to encourage us
to be overcomers. The True witness has given us the assurance that he has set before us
an open door, which no man can shut. Those
who are seeking to be faithful to God may be
denied many of the privileges of the world;
their way may be hedged up and their work
hindered by the enemies of truth; but there
is no power that can close the door of communication between God and their souls. The
Christian himself may close this door by indulgence in sin, or by rejection of heaven’s
light. He may turn away his ears from hearing the message of truth, and in this way sever the connection between God and his soul.
You may have ears, and not hear. You
may have eyes, and not see the light, nor re115
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sin. Tell every man who makes light of the
warnings and reproofs of the Spirit of God,
that you dare not do this yourself any longer;
that although the eyes of your understanding have been blinded, and you have been
misled, and have come to wrong decisions,
you will not be deceived and blinded longer.
Come out of the cave, and stand with God on
the mount, and see what the Lord has to say
to you. Have implicit faith in God, and do
not depend upon self.
“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the
man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. . .
. I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess
my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin.”
“The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
thou wilt not despise.” “For thus saith the
high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and
Holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones.”
And to all who seek him with true repentance, God gives the assurance: “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions,
and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for
I have redeemed thee.” These promises are
full of comfort and hope and peace. .
Volume 2
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An Appeal to Our Churches

T

HE YEAR 1890 is nearly closed. A few
more days, and we enter upon a new
year. Let each ask himself these questions,
and conscientiously answer them: Has the
past year been to me a success, or a failure?
How stands the record in the books of heaven? Has my spiritual vitality been lowered?
Have I had a name to live, while I was dead?
Hear the words of One who has demonstrated his love to you by dying on the cross
of Calvary: “As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in me.” Have
you heeded the divine warning? Have you,
through watchfulness, prayer, and the study
of the words of Christ, sought daily to maintain a personal connection with your Saviour,
so that you might be a fruit-bearing branch?
Will you not candidly, critically, review your
life during the year 1890, praying for discernment that you may see yourself as the
Lord Jesus sees you? Recount the temporal
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blessings which the Lord has freely given
you in food, in clothing, in health; and then
with prayerful heart ask him to grant you a
retentive memory, that you may not forget
the precious spiritual blessings he has so
abundantly bestowed. By what means have
you been made the recipients of his grace?—
Through his amazing love.
Jesus left his home in glory, clothed his
divinity with humanity, and came to a world
marred and polluted by the curse of sin. He
might have remained in his heavenly home,
and received the adoration of angels; but he
came to earth to seek and save the lost, the
perishing. “For your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might be rich.”
He, the majesty of heaven, who was one with
the Father, denied himself, made every possible sacrifice, in order that man might not
perish, but have everlasting life. Christ lived
not to please himself. If he had pleased himself, where would we be today?
What offerings of gratitude have you daily given to God for this great gift, his only
begotten Son? Have you felt that you are “not
your own,” but that you are “bought with a
price,” even the precious blood of the Son of
God; and that you must “glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God’s “?
How many times have you grieved the Spirit
of God by your selfishness, by indulging inclination, by investing for your own selfish
advantage the money which he lent you to
trade upon? You have called that your own
which was only entrusted to your keeping.
Now is a good time to review the past
year, as well as preceding years, which have,
one after another, passed into eternity with
their burden of record. Now you can review
to some purpose and profit, your words, your
spirit, your actions. Your name may be on
the church-books, but your eternal interest
requires that you shall be united to Christ, as
the branch is united to the vine. Have you,
through temptation, separated yourself from
Christ? Should it be said to you, as it was to
the foolish rich man, “This night thy soul
shall be required of thee,” would you have
your treasure laid up in heaven, or have you
invested every dollar, every cent, that has
come into your hands, in eating and drinking and dressing? Wherein have you denied
self? Is this the language of your heart? “I
am wholly thine, my Saviour; thou hast paid
the ransom for my soul, and all that I am or
ever hope to be is thine. Help me to acquire
means, not to expend foolishly, not to indulge pride, but to use to thine own name’s
glory.” In all you do, let your thought be, “Is
this the way of the Lord? Will this please my
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Saviour? He gave his life for me; what can I
give back to God? I can only say, ‘Of thine
own, O Lord, I freely give thee.’” Unless the
name of God is written in your forehead,—
written there because God is the center of
your thoughts,—you will not be meet for the
inheritance in light. It is your Creator who
has poured out to you all heaven in one wondrous gift,—his only begotten Son. Will you
withhold from God his own? Will you divert
from the treasury the portion of means which
the Lord claims as his? If so, you are robbing
God, and every dollar is charged against you
in the books of heaven.
The Lord God of heaven inquires, “Will
a man rob God?” as though such a terrible
thing were impossible. “Yet ye have robbed
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed
with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even
this whole nation.” Hear the word of the
Lord; he tells you just what to do: “Bring ye
all the tithes into the store-house, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing that there shall
not be room enough to receive it. And I will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he
shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;
neither shall your vine cast her fruit before
the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.
And all nations shall call ye blessed; for ye
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord
of hosts.”
What gracious promises are these! And
they are ours, if we will comply with the conditions. In these words the Lord is speaking
to His people.
God lays his hand upon the tithe, as well
as upon gifts and offerings, and says, “That is
mine. When I entrusted you with my goods,
I specified that a portion should be your own,
to supply your necessities, and a portion
should be returned to me.” As you gathered
in your harvest, storing barns and granary
for your own comfort, did you return to God
a faithful tithe? Have you presented to him
your gifts and offerings, that his cause may
not suffer? Have you looked after the fatherless and the widow? This is a branch of home
missionary work that should by no means be
neglected. Are there not around you, poor
and suffering ones who need warmer clothing, better food, and, above everything else,
that which will be most highly prized,—sympathy and love? What have you done for the
widows, the distressed, who call upon you
to aid them in educating and training their
children or grandchildren? How have you
231
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treated these cases? Have you tried to help the mercy and loving-kindness of God. God ing of the mind to doubt and unbelief, are
the orphans? When anxious, soul-burdened is displeased that his goodness, his constant manifest in his sight, and grieve his heart of
parents or grand-parents have asked you, care, his unceasing love, are not brought to love. Many gather darkness about their souls
and even begged you, to consider their case, mind on these anniversary occasions.
as a garment, and virtually say, “We want not
have you turned them away with unfeeling,
If all the money that is used extrava- a knowledge of thy way, O God; we choose
unsympathetic refusals? If so, may the Lord gantly, for needless things, were placed in our own way.” These are the things that seppity your future; for “with what measure ye the treasury of God, we should see men and arate the soul from God. There is in the soul
mete, it shall be measured to you again.” Can women and youth giving themselves to Je- of man an obstacle which he holds there with
we be surprised that the Lord withholds his sus, and doing their part to cooperate with stubborn persistency, and which interposes
blessing, when his gifts are selfishly pervert- Christ and angels. The richest blessing of between his soul and God. It is unbelief. God
ed and misapplied?
God would come into our churches, and gives sufficient evidence, but man, with his
God is constantly bestowing upon you many souls would be converted to the truth. unsanctified will, refuses to receive evidence
the blessings of this life; and if he asks you
Men have felt that they could do as they unless it comes in his own way, to favor his
to dispense his gifts by helping the various pleased; they say they cannot see the require- own ideas. With a spirit of bravado he cries,
branches of his work, it is for your own tem- ment of God on this subject, and in so do- “Proof, proof, is what we want,” and turns
poral and spiritual interest to do so, and thus ing they evince that they are not branches of away from the evidence that God gives. He
acknowledge God as the giver of every bless- the True vine. If they have not yet withered talks doubt, unbelief, sowing the seeds of
ing. God, as the Master-worker, cooperates away, they will surely do so; for they are rob- evil which will spring up and yield their harwith men in securing the means necessary bing God. Unless they repent and do their vest. He is separating his soul farther and farfor their sustenance; and he requires them to first works, their light will go out in darkness. ther from God.
cooperate with him in the salvation of souls.
If you have been withholding your tithes
Is it proof that such men need? Is it eviHe has placed in the hands of his servants the and offerings, it is because you have left your dence that is wanting?—No; the parable of
means wherewith to carry forward his work first love; you have set up idols in your heart. the rich man and Lazarus is given to help all
in home and foreign missions. But if only There is not the slightest hope for a branch such souls who are turning away from posihalf the people do their duty, the treasury will that remains thus separated from the vine. tive evidence, and crying, “Proof”! The rich
not be supplied with the necessary funds, and None need flatter themselves that they will man asked that one might be sent from the
many parts of the work of God must be left be restored to vital union with Christ in the dead to warn his brethren, lest they come to
incomplete.
future world. Now, in this world, the union the place of torment. “Abraham saith unto
Many have long neglected to deal hon- must be effected, if it is ever formed. The him, They have Moses and the prophets; let
estly with their Maker. Failing to lay aside time to repent is not when Christ shall come, them hear them. And he said, Nay, father
the tithe weekly, they have let it accumulate, but now, in this life. How many there are Abraham: but if one went unto them from the
until it amounts to a large sum, and now they who die practicing dishonesty toward God, dead, they will repent. And he said unto him,
are very reluctant to make the matter right. robbing him in tithes and offerings!
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neiThis back tithe they keep, using it as their
Brethren and sisters,—you who in the ther will they be persuaded, though one rose
own. But it is God’s property, which they day of God would meet your record with from the dead.”
Why is it that men do not believe upon
have refused to put into his treasury.
joy and not with grief,—I plead with you to
How the enemy has wrought to place tem- make faithful work ere this year of 1890 shall sufficient evidence?—Because they do not
poral things above spiritual! Many families close. Examine your business transactions, want to be convinced. They have no dispowho have but little to spare for God’s cause, from the least to the greatest, and see if you sition to give up their own will for God’s
will yet spend money freely to purchase rich have been robbing God. If so, repent, and will. They are unwilling to acknowledge that
furniture or fashionable clothing. How much restore to him his own before the year shall they have cherished sinful unbelief in resistis spent for the table, and often for that which close. Begin the new year with honest work ing the light that God has given them. They
is only a hurtful indulgence; how much for between you and your Maker. Lift cheerfully have been hunting for doubts, for pegs upon
presents that benefit no one! Many spend your God-given responsibilities. “Bring ye which to hang their unbelief. They have been
considerable sums for photographs to give to all the tithes into the store-house,.. and prove ready to accept testimony which is weak and
their friends. Picture-taking is carried to ex- me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if insufficient, testimony which God has not
travagant lengths, and encourages a species I will not open you the windows of heaven, given them in his word, but which pleases
of idolatry. How much more pleasing to God and pour you out a blessing, that there shall them because it agrees with their ideas, and
it would be if all this means were invested not be room enough to receive it.”
is in harmony with their disposition and will.
in publications which would direct souls to
May the Lord imbue our churches with These souls are in great peril. If they will
Christ and the precious truths for this time! his Holy Spirit! May he work for His people, bow their proud will, and put it on God’s
The money wasted on needless things would and may every member of the church work side of the question; if they will with humsupply many a table with reading-matter on with him for the upbuilding of his kingdom! ble, contrite hearts seek for the light, believpresent truth, which would prove a savor of
ing that there is light for them, then they will
December 23, 1890
life unto life.
Volume 2
Page 453 see light, because the eye is single to discern
Satan’s suggestions are carried out in
the light which comes from God. They will
Be Zealous and Repent
many, many things. Our birthday anniveracknowledge the evidence of divine authorHE LORD has seen our backslidings, ity. Spiritual truths will shine forth from the
saries, and Christmas and thanksgiving fesand he has a controversy with His peo- divine page. But the heart must be open for
tivals, are too often devoted to selfish gratifiple.
Their
pride, their selfishness, their open- the reception of light, for Satan is ever ready
cation, when the mind should be directed to
Book II of IV
Ellen G. White
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are deriding his Lord? Shall he, for fear he
will not receive honor of men, reject and despise the cross of Christ?
What if you do suffer, dear fellow-Christian? The Master of the house suffered before
you. Jesus, our Redeemer, representative and
head, endured the testing process. He suffered more than we can be called upon to
suffer. He bore our infirmities, and was in all
points tempted like as we are. He did not suffer thus on his own account, but because of
our sins, that we, relying on the merits of our
overcomer, might be victorious in his name.
Christ was the exalted and glorious commander of heaven, before whom the angelic
hosts bowed in adoration, yet he condescended to give up his glory that he had with the
Father, that he might save a fallen race; and
shall we, in our turn, refuse to deny ourselves
for his sake and the gospel’s? Let the words
of Paul be the language of our hearts: “God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”
Christ requires all. His sacrifice was
too great, too dear, to make it possible that
we should give less than all, and be accepted. Our holy faith cries out, separation. We
should not be conformed to the world, or
to dead, heartless professors. The Scripture
says, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of
your mind.” The way to heaven is a self-denying way. But when you think the way is
too strait, and there is too much self-denial
in the narrow path; when you say, How hard
to give up all, ask yourselves the question,
What did Christ give up for me? This question puts anything that we might call self-denial in the shade. Behold him in the garden
of Gethsemane. Look upon the great drops
of blood that are forcing themselves from his
pores while he is bearing the inexpressible
agony of soul. Look upon him in the judgment hall while he is derided, mocked, and
insulted by the infuriated mob. Behold him
clothed in that old purple robe, and hear the
coarse jest and cruel mocking. See them place
the crown of thorns on that noble brow, and
smite him with a reed, causing the thorns to
penetrate his holy temples, so that the blooddrops trickle down his face and fall upon the
ground. Hear the murderous throng eagerly
crying for the blood of the Son of God. He
is delivered into their hands, and pale, and
weak, and fainting, he is led away to the hill
of crucifixion. They stretch his form upon the
cross, and drive the nails through his tender
hands and feet. Behold him hanging upon the
cross through dreadful hours of agony until
angels veil their faces from the scene, and
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the sun hides his light, refusing to shine upon
the dreadful sight. Think of these things, and
then ask, Is the way too strait?
O that everyone might realize that Jesus
has something in store for him vastly better
than that which he would choose for himself!
Would that all might come to understand the
exceeding sinfulness of sin and the blessedness of righteousness! Would that all might
see how powerless is all effort to contend
with Omnipotence! Man is doing the greatest injury to his own soul when he thinks and
acts contrary to the mind and will of God. He
is sowing to his flesh, and of the flesh he will
reap corruption. No real joy can be found
in the path forbidden by God, who knows
what is best, and who plans for the good of
his creatures. In order to be happy ourselves,
we must live to make others happy. We must
yield our possessions, our talents, and our affections, in grateful devotion to Christ, and
in this way we may find happiness here and
immortality hereafter.
The most trying experiences in the
Christian life may be the most blessed. The
special providences of the dark hours may
encourage the soul in the future attacks of
Satan, and equip the soul to stand most fiery trials. The trial of your faith is more precious than gold. But in order to endure the
test, you must have that faith, that abiding
confidence in God, that will not be disturbed
by the arguments and temptations of the deceiver. Take the Lord at his word. Study the
promises, and appropriate them as you have
need. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Happy is the man,
who, when tempted, finds his soul rich in
the knowledge of the Scriptures, who finds
shelter beneath the promises of God. “Thy
word,” said the psalmist, “have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against thee.” We
need that calm, steady faith, that undaunted
moral courage, that none but Christ can give,
in order that we may be braced for trial and
strengthened for duty.
While on earth there will be no escape
from conflicts and temptations; but in every
storm we have a sure refuge. Jesus has told
us, “In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.” The forces of Satan are marshaled
against us, and we have to meet a diligent
foe; but if we take heed to the admonition
of Christ, we shall be safe. “Watch and pray,
that ye enter not into temptation.” There are
foes to be resisted and overcome, but Jesus is
by our side, ready to strengthen us for every
attack. “This is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith.” Faith sees Jesus
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standing as our mediator at the right hand of
God. Faith beholds the mansions that Jesus
has gone to prepare for those who love him.
Faith sees the robe and the crown all prepared for the overcomer. Faith hears the song
of the redeemed, and brings eternal glories
near. We must come close to Jesus in loving
obedience if we would see the King in his
beauty. There is peace in believing, and joy
in the Holy Ghost. Believe! Believe! My
soul cries, Believe! Rest in God. He is able to
keep that which you have committed to him,
and will bring you off more than conqueror
through him that has loved you.
But remember that everyone who shall
be found with the wedding garment on will
have come out of great tribulation. The
mighty surges of temptation will beat upon
all. But the long night of watching, of toil,
of hardship, is nearly past. Christ is soon
to come. Get ready! The angels of God are
seeking to attract you from yourself and
from earthly things. Let them not labor in
vain. Faith, living faith, is what you need;
the faith that works by love and purifies the
soul. Remember Calvary and the awful, the
infinite sacrifice there made for man. Jesus
now invites you to come to him, just as you
are, and make him your strength and your
everlasting friend.
Volume 3
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Victory In Temptation
Through Christ

ATAN ASSAILED Christ with his strongest temptations in the wilderness. Jesus
was forty days tempted of the Devil. “And in
those days he did eat nothing: and when they
were ended, he afterward hungered. And the
Devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of
God, command this stone that it be made
bread.” Shall the Son of God, the world’s
Redeemer, take up with the doubt, and prove
to the apostate that he is indeed the Son of
God, the Prince of heaven? Satan sought to
engage him in controversy; but should he
concede to the demands of the rebel, nothing for the good of man or the glory of God
would be gained. Jesus did not produce any
evidence or bring forth any arguments. He
did not repeat to Satan that which the rebel already knew of his exalted position as
the loved Commander of heaven, who was
worshiped and adored by the angelic hosts.
What evidence would avail in the case before
him? Jesus knew that all evidence would be
worthless to break the power of rebellion in
Satan’s heart. Jesus dealt with the tempter in
the way in which all his followers are to deal
457
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quiesced in his suggestion that he was not the ground to fly to the aid of Him who would
with him through all time.
In meeting the challenge of the evil one Son of God. Like the children of Israel in the resist evil and follow after righteousness. The
to prove himself the Son of God, Christ an- wilderness, he might have said, “Is the Lord promise of God is, that there shall no temptaswered not a word that would in any way among us, or not?” When there was no water tion overcome those who by living faith lay
lead to a controversy. He said: “It is written, for them to drink, and they became thirsty, hold of the word that proceedeth out of the
That man shall not live by bread alone, but they murmured against Moses, and said: mouth of God. “And the Lord commanded
by every word of God.” The weapon of his “Give us water that we may drink. And Mo- us to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord
warfare was the word of God, thus making ses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? our God, for our good always, that he might
it manifest to the tempter that in the con- Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord? . . . And preserve us alive, as it is at this day. And it
flict he would not depart a jot or tittle from he called the name of the place Massah, and shall be our righteousness, if we observe to
that which had proceeded out of the mouth Meribah, because of the chiding of the chil- do all these commandments before the Lord
of God. Satan knew that as long as Jesus dren of Israel, and because they tempted the our God, as he hath commanded us.
held to this position of honoring the word of Lord, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not?”
In the great battle fought between the
God, he could not hope for victory over him. In this the children of Israel manifested the prince of light and the Prince of darkness, JeChanging his tactics, he bore Christ up and most decided unbelief in God, who had giv- sus gained the victory in behalf of humanity.
placed him in a most perilous position. “And en them every evidence that he was among Had Satan gained a degree of advantage, as
he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on them, and that he was able and willing to ful- he did with the first Adam, the human family
a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, fill his promises to them. Afterward instruc- would have been left under his control, and
If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down tion was given them to this effect: “Ye shall without one ray of hope they would have perfrom hence: for it is written, He shall give his not tempt the Lord your God, as ye tempted ished from the earth. But in behalf of the huangels charge over thee, to keep thee: and in him in Massah.”
man race, Jesus conquered the fallen foe; Satheir hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any
How different was the action of Jesus tan was vanquished. Through the victory of
time thou dash thy foot against a stone.”
when suffering for the real necessities of life. Christ, the human race was elevated in moral
In the second temptation, Satan suppos- He did not manifest the least doubt of God’s value, not because of anything they had done,
es that he has met the second Adam upon care, or give any heed to Satan’s suggestion but because of the great work that had been
his own ground. The wily foe presented in to question his divine character and mission. wrought out for them through the only bethe temptation the words that had proceed- “And the Devil, taking him up into a high gotten Son of God. As man’s substitute and
ed from the mouth of God. He had come to mountain, showed unto him all the kingdoms surety, in human nature through divine powChrist as an angel of light direct from the of the world in a moment of time. And the er, Christ placed man on vantage-ground. In
courts above, and he makes it appear that he Devil said unto him, All this power will I believing on him as our personal Saviour, we
is acquainted with the word of God, and un- give thee, and the glory of them: for that is place ourselves under his blood-stained banderstands also the import of what is written. delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will, ner, and the wicked one cannot take us from
Christ was tempted to answer the “if;” but I give it. If thou therefore wilt worship me, under His standard as long as we desire to
he knew that there must be no presumption all shall be thine.” Satan had questioned as prove loyal to Him who has died for us.
manifested by him, that he must not imperil to whether or not Christ was the Son of God,
In all the temptations of Satan, there is
his life to give the evidence for which Satan and now Jesus gives him a proof of his con- a deeply-laid plan, a dark purpose, to comhad asked. He withheld himself from the nection with God. Divinity flashed through pass the ruin of the human soul. But we are
slightest acceptance of the doubt with which humanity, and Jesus said, “Get thee hence, to meet the wily foe as Christ met him. He
Satan so artfully sought to overcome him. Je- Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship presented to Jesus the three great temptations
sus said unto him, “It is written again, Thou the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou that overpower the human race. He was testshalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”
serve. Then the Devil leaveth him, and, be- ed on the point of appetite, presumption, and
Jesus had humbled himself, clothing His hold, angels came and ministered unto him.” the acquisition of worldly power and honor.
divinity with humanity, and subjecting himAlthough the only begotten Son of the Satan sought to turn him from his integrity
self to all the temptations wherewith humani- infinite God humbled himself and took upon by challenging him to prove his relation to
ty should be beset; although weakened by his him humanity, his faith wavered not; but God by some act that would call forth a spelong fast, he would not give Satan the least under the trial and test, he was equal to the cial miracle on the part of God for his preseradvantage, or stop to argue with him over proving of temptation on behalf of humani- vation, and he presented to him the bribe of
his imputation of doubt in regard to the di- ty. Jesus passed over the ground upon which the world and its glory, if he would but fall
vinity of Christ. He knew that appearances Adam had fallen, and his feet did not stum- down and worship him. But in every tempwere all against him; for human weakness, ble. Satan left the field a vanquished foe, pe- tation Christ resisted the tempter in man’s
human necessities, were upon him, and he remptorily dismissed. At the word of Christ, behalf, and provided grace according to the
felt keenly the want of food and the results “Get thee hence, Satan,” the powerful fallen measure of the gift of Christ, that every man
of his long fast. In a time like that, he might angel had no choice but to obey. Angels that in him may be more than conqueror.
have allowed a series of suppositions and excel in strength were on the battle-ground,
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doubts to assail him, and have given up to guarding the interest of the tempted soul, Volume 3
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the enemy, and have murmured against God and ready to resist the foe. This is always the
The Curse of the Liquor
in the humiliation of his position, looking case in the trial and temptation of any one
Traffic
at his great want and the lack of that which of the human race; when man is assailed by
“Woe unto him that buildeth his house by
would supply his needs. He might have par- the tempter, and the powers of darkness press
unrighteousness,
and his chambers by wrong;
leyed with the enemy, and in doubt have ac- upon the soul, the angels of heaven are on the
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