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Dear Brethren
August 20, 1890

I

Petoskey, Michigan

CANNOT EXPRESS to you my burden and distress of mind as the true
condition of the cause has been presented
before me. There are men working in the
capacity of teachers of the truth, who need
to learn their first lessons in the school of
Christ. The converting power of God must
come upon the hearts of the ministers, or
they should seek some other calling. If
Christ’s ambassadors realize the solemnity
of presenting the truth to the people, they
will be sober, thoughtful men, workers together with God. If they have a true sense
of the commission which Christ gave to
his disciples, they will with reverence open
the word of God, and listen for instruction
from the Lord, asking for wisdom from
Heaven, that as they stand between the
living and the dead, they may realize that
they must render an account to God for the
work coming forth from their hands.
What can the minister do without
Jesus?—Verily, nothing. Then if he is a
frivolous, joking man, he is not prepared
to perform the duty laid upon him by the
Lord. “Without me,” says Christ, “ye can
do nothing,” The flippant words that fall
from his lips, the trifling anecdotes, the
words spoken to create a laugh, are all
condemned by the word of God, and are
entirely out of place in the sacred desk.
I tell you plainly, brethren, unless the
ministers are converted, our churches will
be sickly and ready to die. God’s power
alone can change the human heart and {2}
imbue it with the love of Christ. God’s
power alone can correct and subdue the
passions and sanctify the affections. All
who minister, must humble their proud
hearts, submit their will to the will of God,
and hide their life with Christ in God.
What is the object of the ministry? Is it
to mix the comical with the religious? The
theater is the place for such exhibitions. If
Christ is formed within, if the truth with

its sanctifying power is brought into the
inner sanctuary of the soul, you will not
have jolly men, neither will you have sour,
cross, crabbed men, to teach the precious
lessons of Christ to perishing souls.
Our ministers need a transformation
of character. They should feel that if their
works are not wrought in God, if they are
left to their own imperfect efforts, they
are of all men the most miserable. Christ
will be with every minister who, although
he may not have attained to perfection
of character, is seeking most earnestly to
become Christ-like. Such a minister will
pray. He will weep between the porch
and the altar, crying in soul-anguish for
the Lord’s presence to be with him; else
he cannot stand before the people, with
all heaven looking upon him, and the
angel’s pen taking note of his words, his
deportment, and his spirit.
O that men would fear the Lord! O
that they would love the Lord! O that the
messengers of God would feel the burden
of perishing souls! Then they would not
merely speechify; but they would have the
power of God vitalizing their souls, and
their hearts would glow with the fire of
God’s love. Out of weakness they would
become strong; for they would be doers
of the word. They would hear the voice of
Jesus: “Lo: I am with you alway.” Jesus
would be their teacher; and the word they
minister would be quick and powerful,
sharper than any two-edged sword, and
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart. Just in proportion {3} as the
speaker appreciates the divine presence,
and honors and trusts the power of God,
is he acknowledged as a laborer together
with God. Just in this proportion does he
become mighty through God.
There needs to be an elevating, uplifting
power, a constant growth in the knowledge
of God and the truth, on the part of one
who is seeking the salvation of souls. If
the minister utters words drawn from the
living oracles of God; if he believes in and
expects the co-operation of Christ, whose
servant he is; if he hides self and exalts
Jesus, the world’s Redeemer; his words
will reach the hearts of his hearers, and his
work will bear the divine credentials. The
Holy Spirit must be the living agency to

convince of sin. The divine agent presents
to the speaker the benefits of the sacrifice
made upon the cross; and as the truth is
brought in contact with the souls present,
Christ wins them to himself, and works to
transform their nature. He is ready to help
our infirmities, to teach, to lead, to inspire
us with ideas that are of heavenly birth.
How little can men do in the work of
saving souls, and yet how much through
Christ, if they are imbued with his spirit!
The human teacher cannot read the hearts
of his hearers, but Jesus dispenses the grace
that every soul needs. He understands the
capabilities of man, his weakness, and his
strength. The Lord is working on the human
heart; and a minister can be to the souls
who are listening to his words, a savor of
death unto death, turning them away from
Christ; or, if he is consecrated, devotional,
distrustful of self, but looking unto Jesus,
he may be a savor of life unto life to souls
who are ready under the convicting power
of the Holy Spirit, and in whose hearts
the Lord is preparing the way for the
messages which he has given to the human
agent. Thus the heart of the unbeliever is
touched, and it responds to the message
of truth. “Ye are laborers {4} together
with God.” The convictions implanted
in the heart, and the enlightenment of
the understanding by the entrance of the
word, work in perfect harmony. The truth
brought before the mind, has power to
arouse the dormant energies of the soul.
The Spirit of God working in the heart,
co-operates with the working of God
through his human instrumentalities.
When ministers realize the necessity
of thorough reformation in themselves,
when they feel that they must reach a
higher standard, their influence upon the
churches will be uplifting and refining.
There are sinners in the ministry. They
are not agonizing to enter in at the strait
gate. God does not work with them, for he
cannot endure the presence of sin. It is the
thing that his soul hates. Even the angels
that stood about his throne, whom he loved,
but who kept not their first estate of loyalty,
God cast out of heaven with their rebel
leader. Holiness is the foundation of God’s
throne; sin is the opposite of holiness; sin
crucified the Son of God. If men could see
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how hateful sin is, they would not tolerate
it, nor educate themselves in it. They
would reform in life and character. Secret
faults would be overcome. If you are to be
saints in heaven, you must first be saints
upon the earth.
There is great need that our brethren
overcome secret faults. The displeasure
of God, like a cloud, hangs over many of
them. The churches are weak. Selfishness,
uncharitableness, covetousness, envy,
evil-surmising, falsehood, theft, robbery,
sensuality, licentiousness, and adultery,
stand registered against some who claim
to believe the solemn, sacred truth for this
time. How can these accursed things be
cleansed out of the camp, when men who
claim to be Christians are practicing them
constantly? They are somewhat careful
of their ways before men, but they are
an offense to God. His pure eyes see, a
witness records, all their sins, both open
and {5} secret; and unless they repent, and
confess their sins before God, unless they
fall on the Rock and are broken, their sins
will remain charged against them in the
books of record. O, fearful histories will
be opened to the world at the judgment,—
histories of sins never confessed, of sins
blotted out! O that these poor souls might
see that they are heaping up wrath against
the day of wrath! Then the thoughts
of the heart, as well as the actions, will
be revealed. I tell you, my brethren and
sisters, there is need of humbling your
souls before God. “Cease to do evil;” but
do not stop here: “Learn to do well.” You
can glorify God only by bearing fruit to
his glory.
Ministers, for Christ’s sake, begin the
work for yourselves. By your unsanctified
lives you have laid stumbling-blocks before
your own children and before unbelievers.
Some of you move by impulse, act from
passion and prejudice, and bring impure,
tainted offerings to God. For Christ’s sake
cleanse the camp by beginning through
the grace of Christ, the personal work of
purifying the soul from moral defilement.
A jovial minister in the pulpit, or one who
is stretching beyond his measure to win
praise, is a spectacle that crucifies the Son
of God afresh, and puts him to open shame.
There must be thorough repentance,
faith in our Saviour Jesus Christ, vigilant
watchfulness, unceasing prayer, and
diligent searching of the Scriptures. God
holds us responsible for all that we might
be, if we would improve our talents. We
shall be judged according to what we ought
2

to have been, but were not; what we might
have done, but did not accomplish, because
we did not use our powers to glorify God.
For all knowledge that we might have
gained but did not, there will be an eternal
loss, even if we do not lose our souls. All
our influence belongs to God. All that we
acquire is to be used to his glory. All the
property that the Lord has entrusted {6} to
us is to be held on the altar of God, to be
turned to him again. We are working out
our own destiny. May God help us all to be
wise for eternity.
My brethren, we are living in a most
solemn period of this earth’s history. There
is never time to sin; it is always perilous to
continue in transgression; but in a special
sense is this true at the present time. We are
now upon the very borders of the eternal
world, and stand in a more solemn relation
to time and to eternity than ever before.
Now let every person search his own
heart, and plead for the bright beams of the
Sun of Righteousness to expel all spiritual
darkness, and cleanse from defilement. “If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.” Through faith,
irrespective of feeling, Jesus, the author of
our salvation, the finisher of our faith, will,
by his precious grace, strengthen the moral
powers, and the sinner may reckon himself
“to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ.” Simple faith,
with the love of Christ in the soul, unites
the believer to God. While toiling in battle
as a faithful soldier of Christ, he has the
sympathy of the whole loyal universe. The
ministering angels are round about him to
aid in the conflict, so that he may boldly
say, “The Lord is my helper,” “the Lord is
my strength and my shield:” I shall not be
overcome. “By grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God.”
The infinite wisdom and power of God
are exerted in our behalf. The heavenly host
are surely fighting our battles for us. They
are always looking with intense interest
upon the souls purchased by the Saviour’s
blood. They see, through the sacrifice of
Christ, the value of the human soul. It is
always safe to be on the Lord’s side, not
half-heartedly, but wholly. It is this halfhearted, indifferent, careless work that
separates your {7} souls from Jesus, the
source of your strength. Let this be your
prayer, “Take everything from me, let me
lose property, worldly honor, everything,
but let thy presence be with me.” It is safe
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to commit the keeping of the soul to God,
who reigns over all heaven and earth.
Will my ministering brethren see that
they work circumspectly, that they heed
the charge of the apostle Paul to Titus,
“Young men likewise exhort to be soberminded. In all things showing thyself a
pattern of good works: in doctrine showing
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound
speech, that cannot be condemned; that he
that is of the contrary part may be ashamed,
having no evil thing to say of you”? Titus
2:6-8; read also verses 11-15.
It was shown to me that on the part
of the ministers in all our Conferences,
there is a neglect to study the Scriptures,
to search for the truth. If their minds were
properly disciplined, and were stored
with the precious lessons of Christ, then
at any time and in any emergency, they
could draw from the treasure-house of
knowledge things both new and old, to
feed the church of God, giving to every
man his portion of meat in due season. If
Christ is abiding in the soul, he will be as a
living fountain, “a well of water springing
up into everlasting life.”
I tell you the things which I have
seen, and which are true, that by welldirected, persevering effort there might
be many, very many, more souls brought
to a knowledge of the truth. O, the end
is near! Who is ready for Christ to rise
from his throne to put on the garments of
vengeance? Whose names are registered
in the Lamb’s book of life? The names
of those only will be there who follow
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. Your
erroneous ideas, your objectionable phases
of character, must be given up, and you
must be clothed with the garments of
Christ’s righteousness. Faith and love, —
how {8} destitute are the churches of these!
The heavenly Merchantman counsels you,
“Buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, . . . and anoint
thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see.” God forbid that those who are
preaching in our Conferences should be
like the foolish virgins, having lamps, but
destitute of the oil of grace which makes
the lamp burn and give forth light. O! we
want more praying ministers,—men who
carry a solemn weight of souls,—men who
have a faith that works by love and purifies
the soul. Without faith it is impossible to
please God. How imperfect is faith in our
churches! Why do we not believe that the
Lord will do just as he says he will?
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good of all who are brought within the
sphere of our influence. The Sanitarium
presents a vineyard to be worked; it {11} is
God’s vineyard, and it needs consecrated
ability. Let not Pharisaism prevail. There
are plenty of subjects to dwell upon to win
hearts, and wisdom should be exercised by
every teacher. All should remember that
they are addressing people who have no
knowledge of the third angel’s message.
It is Greek to them. Let those who have
any part in connection with the Sanitarium
speak and act circumspectly.
“Continue in prayer, and watch in the
same with thanksgiving; withal praying
also for us, that God would open unto us
a door of utterance, to speak the mystery
of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:
that I may make it manifest, as I ought to
speak. Walk in wisdom toward them that
are without, redeeming the time. Let your
speech be always with grace, seasoned
with salt, the ye may know ye ought to
answer every man.”
Precious, precious words! Let your
speech be always with grace, seasoned with
salt, which has preserving qualities. Let the
believers be sober, and watch unto prayer,
and in everything represent Christ, that in
the Judgment they may meet the souls with
whom they have been associated, and say,
I have done for these souls all that I could
do. The love of Christ dwelling in the heart
will be revealed in the spirit and temper.
The heavenly, sanctifying power can be
indeed a savor of life unto life, quelling
every tumultuous passion, and winning
souls to Christ.
O that love, the love of Jesus, might
well up in the soul like a stream in the
desert, refreshing all, and winning many to
the cross of Calvary! “And the Lord shall
guide thee continually, and satisfy thy
soul in drought, and make fat thy bones:
and thou shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters
fail not.” Let those who make the outlay
of means to build a house for God have
proportionate zeal {12} in winning souls
to know God and Jesus Christ whom he
hath sent.
Brother _____, we should give much
more labor to the souls that are out of
Christ, the souls that have not the truth.
Can we not consider that all who are
disloyal to God and transgressing his holy
law, shall have no place in the paradise of
God? How earnest should be the human
agent that the truth in all its purity shall be
proclaimed in cities, in villages, from the
40

Avondale, Cooranbong, N.S.W., Australia
rivers to the ends of the earth God help his to leave the buildings. They would realize
people to awake, and give the trumpet a much greater good from the services in
certain sound!
such a place. I hope that none will consider
these words as contradictory to the former
Avondale, Cooranbong, testimonies I have borne, and feel at
liberty to disregard the light that God has
N.S.W., Australia
given. This counsel is in harmony with
August 28, 1895
that light. Those who visit the Sanitarium
EAR BROTHER: You make inqui- will see that it is a place where God is
ry in reference to building a chapel honored and worshiped, and many souls
for the Sanitarium to accommodate, those may hear the word of life, the precious
who wish to attend religious services. truth of God, that otherwise might never
The reasons you give in favor of build- hear the truth. The sick and suffering ones
ing a chapel are sound. Years ago I was should have every advantage possible in
shown that such a building would be a religious facilities, to win them away from
great help. Your patrons are mostly those the attractions of Satan, to Jesus Christ. In
not of our faith, and if anything can be the chapel let the words of truth be spoken,
done to interest them in religious things, and the Scriptures be opened to the people
it will be well. While there have been al- in simplicity. Reach the people with the
together too many buildings piled up at gospel where they are. Jesus will be with
Battle Creek, which has meant simply you to impress minds and hearts. Nothing
robbery of other localities, yet I would should be left undone that can be done to
not discourage the building of a chapel. A relieve these afflicted souls, and win them
Sanitarium, where people come from all to Jesus. {14}
parts of the world, is a missionary field in
the highest sense, and a place of worship
Proper Education
would be the means of drawing in some
August 27, 1895
souls. I cannot see why the erection of
Avondale, Cooranbong, N. S. W.,
such a building would not be to the honor
Australia
of God, even though years have passed
EAR BROTHER AND SISTER:
when it should have been done.
The students of our manual training
True, there is the Tabernacle, which is
crowded every Sabbath. Why, some will school at this place are doing their best to
say, will not that answer for all purposes? follow the light God has given, to comWhy not let the people out and hear at bine with mental training the proper use
the place of meeting? I answer that many of brain and muscle. Thus far the results
{13} would not go there at all, and those have exceeded our expectations. At the
who might attend occasionally would close of the first term, which was regardnot hear the things most appropriate for ed as an experiment, opportunity was givpersons who are not of our faith; they do en for the students to have their vacation,
not understand the doctrines presented. If and engage in whatever work they chose
you have a place of meeting connected to do. But everyone begged that the second
with the Sanitarium, many will step in might be continued as before, with manuto while away the time, and discourses al labor each day, combined with certain
should be given appropriate for those who hours of study. The students did not want
have not a knowledge of the truth. I have to give up the present opportunity of learnbeen surprised that such a building was not ing how to labor and how to study. If this
erected long ago. It is really a missionary is their choice under the most disadvantaenterprise. The chapel connected with the geous circumstances, what influence will it
Sanitarium at St. Helena, Cal., has been a have when the school buildings are up, and
there are more favorable surroundings for
great blessing.
But I thought as I read in your letter the students?
The building they now occupy, the
that such a building would cost only
$______. O, if we could get such a house only one at all fit for the purpose, was
in some of our cities that have nothing, an old hotel which we rented, and are
how glad we would be! But the patronage using to its fullest capacity. Four tents
of the Sanitarium would, it appears to pitched in an adjoining paddock are also
me, justify the investment of means in a occupied by students. Every morning at
house for God’s worship where invalids six o’clock the members of the school
would be accommodated without having are called together for morning worship
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and Bible study. These occasions have
proved a blessing. . . .
I spoke to the students eight mornings.
The Lord Jesus was indeed in our assembly.
The congregation averaged from twentysix to thirty. In the first meetings the spirit
of intercession came upon me, and all were
sensible that the Lord heard our prayers.
Then I spoke about thirty minutes, and the
Lord gave me words for those assembled.
These seasons were most profitable; the
testimonies of the students following
{15} gave evidence that the Holy Spirit
was giving to all glimpses of the things
of God. The spiritual impressions became
more marked as the meetings progressed.
The divine presence was with us. The
sympathies and sentiments of those
present became inspired with power and
favor. Hearts were susceptible to the
influence of the Holy Spirit, and decided
changes were wrought in minds and
character. The Spirit of God was working
upon human agents. I praise the Lord for
the encouraging influence of his Spirit
upon my own heart. We all felt that the
Lord was cooperating with us to lead us to
will, to resolve, and act.
The Lord does not propose to perform
for us either the willing or the doing. This
is our proper work. As soon as we earnestly
enter upon the work, God’s grace is given
to work in us to will and to do, but never
as a substitute for our effort. Our souls are
to be aroused to cooperate. The Holy Spirit
works the human agent, to work out our
own salvation. This is the practical lesson
the Holy Spirit is striving to teach us. For
it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.
I never had a deeper sense of the
precious truth and its power upon human
minds than when addressing those students
in the early meeting. Morning after
morning I felt charged with a message
from God. I also had special freedom in
speaking twice upon the Sabbath. At every
meeting several unbelievers were present,
and they were much affected as the truth
was presented. If we had a suitable place
for meeting, we could invite the neighbors
to come in. But our long, narrow diningroom crowded as closely as if packed, is
not a very suitable place for worship. I
am assigned a little space in the corner of
the room, and am packed up close to the
wall. Nevertheless, the Lord Jesus is in
the assembly. We know it. Some souls are
thinking {16} very seriously now upon
the subject of the truth. We all know that

the most severe and intense soul-struggles
belong to the hour of the great resolve to
act out the convictions upon the human
heart. The consecration of the soul to God
is committing the keeping of the soul to
one who has purchased its freedom at an
infinite price, and then we are to follow on
to know the Lord, that we may know his
goings forth are prepared as the morning.
To obey is better than sacrifice. The whole
work of the Christian is comprised in
willing and doing.
Proper Training.

The students work hard and faithfully.
They are gaining in strength of nerve and
in solidity as well as activity of muscles.
This is the proper education, which will
bring forth from our schools young men
who are not weak and inefficient, who have
not a one-sided education, but an all-round
physical, mental, and moral training. The
builders of character must not forget to lay
the foundation which will make education
of the greatest value. This will require selfsacrifice, but it must be done. The physical
training will, if properly conducted,
prepare for mental taxation. But the one
alone always makes a deficient man. The
physical taxation, combined with mental
effort, keeps the mind and morals in a more
healthful condition, and far better work is
done. Under this training, students will
come forth from our schools educated for
practical life, able to put their intellectual
capabilities to the best use. Physical and
mental exercise must be combined if
we would do justice to our students. We
have been working on this plan here with
complete satisfaction, notwithstanding the
inconvenience under which students have
to labor.
I came here and began work on my
place so earnestly that it inspired all
with fresh zeal, and they have been {17}
working with a will, rejoicing that they
have the privilege. We have provoked
one another to zeal and good works. The
school workers were afraid I would plant
the first trees, and now both they and I
have the satisfaction of having the first
genuine orchards in this vicinity. Some of
our trees will yield fruit next year, and the
peaches will bear quite a crop in two years.
Mr. _______, from whom we bought our
trees, lives about twenty miles from here.
He has an extensive and beautiful orchard.
He says that we have splendid fruit land.
Well, the school has made an excellent
beginning. The students are learning how
to plant trees, strawberries, etc.; how they
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must keep every sprangle and fiber of the
roots uncramped in order to give them a
chance to grow. Is not this a most precious
lesson as to how to treat the human mind,
and the body as well? not to cramp any of
the organs of the body, but give them ample
room to do their work? The mind must be
called out, its energies taxed. We want men
and women who can be energized by the
Spirit of God, to do a complete work under
the Spirit’s guidance. But these minds
must be cultivated, employed, not lazy
and dwarfed by inaction. Just so men and
women and children are wanted who will
work the land, and use their tact and skill,
not with a feeling that they are menials, but
that they are doing just such noble work
as God gave to Adam and Eve in Eden,
who loved to see the miracles wrought
by the divine husbandman. The human
agent plants the seed, and God waters it,
and causes his sun to shine upon it, and up
springs the tiny blade. Here is the lesson
God gives to us concerning the resurrection
of the body, and the renewing of the heart.
We are to learn of spiritual things from the
development of the earthly. {18}
Proper Attitude Toward the
Tilling of the Soil.

We are not to be put about and
discouraged about temporal things
because of apparent failures, nor should
we be disheartened by delay. We should
work the soil cheerfully, hopefully,
gratefully, believing that the earth holds
in her bosom rich stores for the faithful
worker to garner, richer than gold or
silver. The niggardliness laid to her
charge is false witness. With proper,
intelligent cultivation, the earth will yield
its treasures for the benefit of man.
The Spiritual lessons to be learned are
of no mean order. The seeds of truth sown
in the soil of the heart will not all be lost,
but will spring up, first the blade, then the
ear, and then the corn in the ear. God said
in the beginning, “Let the earth bring forth
grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruittree yielding fruit.” God created the seed
as he did the earth, by the divine word. We
are to exercise our reasoning powers in the
cultivation of the earth, and to have faith in
the word of God that has created the fruit
of the earth for the service of man.
The cultivation of our lands requires
the exercise of all the brain power and tact
we possess. The lands around us testify to
the indolence of men. We hope to arouse to
action the dormant senses. We hope to see
intelligent farmers, who will be rewarded
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A Solemn Warning
the earth, whose activities have followed
these ambitions, whose commercial
enterprises have been so numerous, I
must speak. To those who have for years
sustained a course of action that God
forbids, I would say. It is time for you to
repent before God. Unless you do repent,
whatever may be your calling, you will
never see the kingdom of heaven. “Watch
therefore: for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come.”
“Who then is a faithful and wise
servant, whom his lord hath made ruler
over his household, to give them meat in
due season? Blessed is that servant, whom
his lord when he cometh shall find so
doing. Verily I say unto you, That he shall
make him ruler over all his goods. But and
if that evil servant shall say in his heart,
My Lord delayeth his coming and shall
begin to smite his fellow servants, and to
eat and drink with the drunken; the lord of
that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he
is not aware of.”

A Solemn Warning
June 28, 1905

I

San Jose, California

WISH TO SOUND a note of warning
to our people nigh and afar off. An effort
is being made by those at the head of the
medical work in Battle Creek to get control of property over which, in the sight
of the heavenly courts, {9} they have no
rightful control. I write now to guard ministers and lay members from being misled
by those who are making these efforts.
There is a deceptive working going on to
obtain property in an underhand way. This
is condemned by the law of God. I will
mention no names. But there are doctors
and ministers who have been influenced by
the hypnotism exercised by the father of
lies. Notwithstanding the warnings given,
Satan’s sophistries are being accepted now
just as they were accepted in the heavenly
courts. The science by which our first parents were deceived is deceiving men today.
Ministers and physicians are being drawn
into the snare.
I have sent warnings to many
physicians and ministers, and now I must
warn all our churches to beware of men
who are being sent out to do the work of
spies in our conferences and churches,—a
work instigated by the father of falsehood
and deception. Let every church-member
stand true to principle. We have been told

June 28, 1905
what would come, and it has come. The have turned away from these warnings,
enemy has been working under a species to extend from church to church, and to
of scientific devising, even as he worked in other States.
Eden. I cannot specify all now, but I say to
our churches, Beware of the representations
The Warning Repeated
coming from Battle Creek that would lead
July 15, 1905
you to disregard the warnings given by the
St. Helena, California
Lord about the effort to make that a great
HAVE A WARNING FOR our people
educational center. Let not your sons and
in all our churches. For years messagdaughters be gathered there to receive their es have been coming to the leader of our
education. Powerful agencies have been medical missionary work, telling him that
stealthily working there to sow the seeds he was not carrying that work forward in
of evil. {10}
straight lines. He mingles with it his own
I must speak plainly. It is presented to spirit, and brings in ingenious inventions
me that the condition of things is just what to do a work that God has forbidden his
we were warned that it would be, unless denominated people to do. There is a work
the messages of heaven were received by being carried on through lawyers that is
the leaders of the medical work in Battle not after the divine similitude. This is manCreek. But notwithstanding the warnings ifest in efforts to get possession of property
given, some to whom they have been sent that he does not and should not control.
stand up in self-confidence, as if they
For years Testimonies of warning
knew all that it was needful for them to and correction that God has sent have
know. They claim that they are right in been neglected. Because of the wrong
the sight of God, while they disregard the representations given of matters, the people
very warnings God has given, and deny are in danger of being deceived. For years
every danger. Thus they show their need of the Lord has looked with displeasure upon
turning away from the seductive spirit that this course of action. {12}
is working to destroy faith in the messages
I have done all that I could to encourage
of warning given in the past.
the leader in this work to turn to the Lord
Very adroitly some have been working with full purpose of heart, but he has gone
to make of no effect the Testimonies of on in his own way, regardless of the light
warning and reproof that have stood the given him. I wish all to understand in
test for half a century. At the same time, regard to this, and to know that brethren
they deny doing any such thing.
of experience should deal faithfully and
One says, “Sister White, I have truly with him, whatever course he may
surrendered.” I have waited long to see pursue in return. They are not to appear
wherein the surrender was manifested, to sustain him. And they should know
but there has been a deeper working of the that through the science that he has been
spirit of division than ever before, and a studying for years, Satan has worked as a
greater determination to do those things wise and intelligent scientist to draw him
that will separate souls from righteousness away from God.
and judgment and verity.
Notwithstanding all the warnings that
Again, I say to all, Keep your families have been given, he has not changed in
away from Battle Creek. Those who have principle. His heart is deceptive, and he
so often opposed the efforts to remove deceives others. Had he stood by the
from Battle Creek will some of them be principles given by the Holy Spirit, he
seduced from the truth. The warnings that would have been preserved from all
have come were none too soon. The Lord this deception and trouble. He has had
will again visit Battle Creek in judgment. to suffer the consequences of his own
Those who wish to train their families doings. Ellen G. White
to be workers in the cause of the Lord
Why Students Should Not Go to
cannot afford to place them {11} under
Battle Creek
the seducing influences that will tend to
I am continually receiving letters
spoil their faith and lead them to become from our people, asking in regard to their
infidels. I warn those who have acted and children going to Battle Creek to work in
are acting a part in this seductive work, to the Sanitarium. For years God has been
break the spell that is upon them.
calling out people out of Battle Creek,
Warnings have been sent to many. and the instruction given me is that he will
Let our church-members beware how never counsel them to make Battle Creek
they allow the influence of those who

I
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June, 1904
an educational center. This is contrary to
his plan. The whole field {13} needs to be
worked; and the calling of our youth from
all parts of the field to the Battle Creek
Sanitarium, robs the field of its workers.
We have no message to advise students
to go to Battle Creek, to be leavened by
the insinuations that have been and are still
being introduced to weaken confidence
in our ministers and message. There are
those, who, whenever they can get an
opportunity, are sowing the seeds of evil
insinuations. And when temptations come,
those in whose minds these seeds have
been sown will be wrought upon to divert
others from the truths that God has been
urging us to bear to the world.

A View of the Danger
June, 1904

“W

Nashville

HEN I FIRST HEARD of the
reopening of Battle Creek College, I was in great distress: for I knew
that this, if managed as some desired,
would call many young people there. I
knew that this move, if unopposed, would
bring results very different from those intended or anticipated by some connected
with the movement.
“How could we consent to have the
flower of our youth called to Battle Creek
to receive their education, when God has
given warning after warning that they are
not to gather there? Some who stand there
as leaders and teachers do not understand
the real groundwork {14} of our faith.
Many of those who have been educated
in Battle Creek need to learn the first
principles of present truth.
“We cannot advise our youth to go to
Battle Creek to obtain their education when
the Lord is calling them away from Battle
Creek, that they may be taught the truth
for this time. `I will turn and overturn,’
saith the Lord. Not all the leaders in Battle
Creek are safe, reliable teachers; for they
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A View of the Danger
are not taught and led by God. Those who
have had message after message, and yet
have not heeded these messages, do not
know the value of the knowledge that
maketh wise unto salvation. . . .
“God forbid that one word of
encouragement should be spoken to call our
youth to a place where they will be leavened
by misrepresentations and falsehoods
regarding the Testimonies, and the work
and character of the ministers of God.
“My message will become more and
more pointed, as was the message of John
the Baptist, even though it cost me my life.
The people shall not be deceived.
“I have been instructed that there are
in Battle Creek men who are or have been
connected with our institutions, who have
rejected light, and chosen their own perverse
way. Unless these men are converted,
they will become Satan’s decoys, to lead
souls away from the truth. At times they
will work to undermine the confidence of
those in whose mind they can plant the
seeds of doubt and questioning. They hate
the Testimonies of reproof sent them, and
refuse to follow the light given {15} by God
to direct their feet in the right way.
“My soul is so greatly distressed, as I see
the working out of the plans of the tempter,
that I cannot express the agony of my mind.
Is the church of God always to be confused
by the devices of the accuser, when Christ’s
warnings are so definite, so plain?”
“The tempter is working to gather
together at Battle Creek as large a number
as possible, hoping that they will receive
false ideas of God and his work, and thus
make of no effect the impression that God
would have made on the minds of those
engaged in the medical missionary work
and in the gospel ministry. God abhors the
great swelling words of vanity that have
been spoken by those connected with the
Sanitarium. The judgments of God have
been visited upon Battle Creek, and these
judgments call for humiliation rather than
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for proud boasting and self-exaltation.”
Danger to Students

As the Sanitarium is now located in
Battle Creek, there is presented to me a
very clear picture of the result of gathering
students to a school in Battle Creek. By
his judgments, God has revealed his
displeasure at the way in which matters
have been carried in the Sanitarium, and
in the general management. There has not
been a pure, fragrant, wholesome religious
influence. The Lord does not design that
the Sanitarium at Battle Creek shall be the
center of education, drawing students {16}
to a place where he has evidenced that his
judgments will be executed.
No arrangements should be made
to gather a large number of students at
anyone place. For just as surely as this
is done, the stamp of the educator’s
mold will be imparted to the students’
minds and characters. If the mind of the
teacher is radical, or if it is not complete,
where it ought to be perfect through
Christ Jesus, the students will show the
defective stamp.
There should be companies organized,
and educated most thoroughly to work
as nurses, as evangelists, as ministers, as
canvassers, as gospel students, to perfect
a character after the divine similitude. To
prepare to receive the higher education in
the school above is now to be our purpose.

A Present Need
November 5, 1905

E

(Extract from Letter)

XPERIENCED MEN ARE to go
to Battle Creek to exert a strong influence to undeceive our people who have
been drawn there by misrepresentations.
The warning voice of our ministers must
be heard in the Tabernacle, giving the
trumpet a certain sound and uplifting the
banner on which is inscribed, “The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.”

The Work for This Time

June 25, 1903
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St. Helena, California

To Our Sanitarium Physicians—
Y DEAR BRETHREN: Those who
stand in responsible positions in the
work of the Lord are represented as watchmen on the walls of Zion. God calls upon
them to sound an alarm among the people.
Let it be heard in all the plain. The day of
woe, of wasting and destruction, is upon
all who do unrighteousness. With special
severity will the Lord’s hand fall upon the
watchmen who have failed to place before
the people in clear lines their obligation to
Him who by creation and by redemption is
their owner.
My brethren, the Lord calls upon you
to examine the heart closely. He calls
upon you to adorn the truth in your daily
practice, and in all your dealings with one
another. He requires of you a faith that
works by love and purifies the soul. It is
dangerous for you to trifle with the sacred
demands of conscience, dangerous for you
to set an example that leads others in a
wrong direction.
Christians should carry with them,
wherever they go, the sweet fragrance of
Christ’s righteousness, showing that they
are complying with the invitation, “Learn
of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart;
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”
Matthew 11:29, 30. Are you learning
daily in the school of Christ,—learning
how to dismiss doubt and evil surmisings,
learning how to be fair and noble in your
dealings with your brethren, for your own
sake, and for Christ’ sake?
Present truth leads onward and upward,
gathering {4} in the needy, the oppressed,
the suffering, the destitute. All that will
come are to be brought into the fold. In their
lives there is to take place a reformation
that will constitute them members of the
royal family, children of the heavenly
King. By hearing the message of truth, men
and women are led to accept the Sabbath,
and to unite with the church by baptism.
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They are to bear God’s sign by observing
the Sabbath of creation. They are to know
for themselves that obedience to God’s
commandments means eternal life.
Means and earnest labor may be safely
invested in such a work as this, for it is
a work that will endure. Thus those who
have been dead in trespasses and sins are
brought into fellowship with the saints,
and are made to sit in heavenly places
with Christ. Their feet are placed on a
sure foundation. They are enabled to reach
a high standard, even the loftiest heights
of faith, because Christians make straight
paths for their feet, lest the lame be turned
out of the way.
Every church should labor for the
perishing within its own borders and for
those outside its borders. The members are
to shine as living stones in the temple of
God, reflecting heavenly light. No random,
haphazard, desultory work is to be done.
To get fast hold of souls ready to perish
means more than praying for a drunkard,
and then, because he weeps and confesses
the pollution of his soul, declaring him
saved. Over and over again the battle must
be fought.
Let the members of every church feel it
their special duty to labor for those in their
neighborhood. Let each one who claims
to stand under the banner of Christ feel
that he has entered into covenant relation
with God, to do the work of the Saviour.
Let not those who take up this work
become weary in {5} well doing. When
the redeemed stand before God, precious
souls will respond to their names who are
there because of the faithful, patient efforts
put forth in their behalf, the entreaties
and earnest persuasions to flee to the
Stronghold. Thus those who in this world
have been laborers together with God will
receive their reward.
The ministers of the popular churches
will not allow the truth to be presented to
the people from their pulpits. The enemy
leads them to resist the truth with bitterness
and malice. Falsehoods are manufactured.
Christ’s experience with the Jewish rulers
is repeated. Satan strives to eclipse every
ray of light shining from God to His
people. He works through the ministers as
he worked through the priests and rulers

in the days of Christ. Will those who
know the truth join his party, to hinder,
embarrass, and turn aside those who are
trying to work in God’s appointed way to
advance His work, to plant the standard of
truth in the regions of darkness?
Our Message.

The third angel’s message, embracing
the messages of the first and second angels,
is the message for this time. We are to raise
aloft the banner on which is inscribed,
“The commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.” The world is soon to meet the
great Law-giver over His broken law. This
is not the time to put out of sight the great
issues before us. God calls upon His people
to magnify the law, and make it honorable.
When the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy,
the Sabbath was given to the world, that
man might ever remember that in six days
God created the world. He rested upon the
seventh day, blessing it as the day of His
rest, and gave {6} it to the beings He had
created, that they might remember Him as
the true and living God.
By His mighty power, notwithstanding
the opposition of Pharaoh, God delivered
His people from Egypt, that they might
keep the law which had been given in
Eden. He brought them to Sinai to hear the
proclamation of this law.
By proclaiming the ten commandments
to the children of Israel with His own
voice, God demonstrated their importance.
In awful grandeur He made known His
majesty and authority as Ruler of the
world. This He did to impress the people
with the sacredness of His law and the
importance of obeying it. The power and
glory with which the law was given reveal
its importance. It is the faith once delivered
to the saints by Christ our Redeemer
speaking from Sinai.
The Sign of our Relationship to God.

By the observance of the Sabbath,
the children of Israel were to be
distinguished from all other nations.
“Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep,”
Christ said: “for it is a sign between Me
and you throughout your generations;
that ye may know that I am the Lord that
doth sanctify you. . . . It is a sign between
Me and the children of Israel forever: for
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October 26, 1898
in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, and on the seventh day He rested,
and was refreshed.” “Wherefore the
children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath,
to observe the Sabbath throughout their
generations, for a perpetual covenant.”
Exodus 31:13, 17, 16.
The Sabbath is a sign of the relationship
existing between God and His people,—a
sign that they are His obedient subjects, that
they keep holy His law. The observance of
the Sabbath is the means ordained by {7}
God of preserving a knowledge of Himself
and of distinguishing between His loyal
subjects and the transgressors of His law.
This is the faith once delivered to the
saints, who stand in moral power before
the world, firmly maintaining this faith.
Opposition we shall have as we voice
the message of the third angel. Satan will
bring in every possible device to make of
no effect the faith once delivered to the
saints. “Many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of
truth shall be evil spoken of. And through
covetousness shall they with feigned
words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not,
and their damnation slumbereth not.” 2
Peter 2:2, 3. But in spite of opposition, all
are to hear the words of truth.
The law of God is the foundation of all
enduring reformation. We are to present to
the world in clear, distinct lines the need
of obeying this law. Obedience to God’s
law is the greatest incentive to industry,
economy, truthfulness, and just dealing
between man and man.
The law of God is to be the means of
education in the family. Parents are under
a most solemn obligation to obey this
law, setting their children an example of
the strictest integrity. Men in responsible
positions, whose influence is far-reaching,
are to guard well their ways and works,
keeping the fear of the Lord ever before
them. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom.” Psalms 111:10. Those who
hearken diligently to the voice of the Lord
and cheerfully keep His commandments,
will be among the number who see God.
“The Lord commanded us to do all these
statutes, to fear Lord our God, for our
good always, {8} that He might preserve
us alive, as it is at this day. And it shall
be our righteousness, if we observe to do
all these commandments before the Lord
our God, as He hath commanded us.”
Deuteronomy 6:24, 25.
Our work as believers in the truth
120

A Word of Caution
is to present before the world the
immutability of the law of God. Ministers
and teachers, physicians and nurses, are
bound by covenant with God to present
the importance of obeying His law. We are
to be distinguished as a people who keep
the commandments. The Lord has stated
explicitly that He has a work to be done
for the world. How shall it be done? Let us
seek to find the best way, and then perform
the will of the Lord.
This world is a training-school for the
higher school, this life a preparation for the
life to come. Here we are to be prepared
for entrance into the heavenly courts. Here
we are to receive and believe and practice
the truth, until we are made ready for a
home with the saints in light. {9}

A Word of Caution
October 26, 1898

Brisbane, Queensland, Australia,

To the Advisers of Medical Students—
HERE IS A BURDEN upon my soul.
There are young people who are encouraged to take up a course of study in
medical lines who ought to be preparing
themselves most decidedly to proclaim
the third angel’s message. It is not necessary for our medical students to spend all
the time that they are spending in medical
studies. Their work should be more decidedly combined with a study of God’s word.
Ideas are inculcated that are not at all necessary, and the necessary things do not receive sufficient attention.

T

A Danger to be Guarded Against.

While students are being educated in
this way, they are being made less able to
do acceptable work for the Master. The
taxation that they undergo to obtain an
extended knowledge in medical lines unfits
them to work as they should in ministerial
lines. Physical and mental weariness
come because of the over-strain of study,
and because the students are encouraged
to labor unduly for the outcasts and the
degraded. Thus some are disqualified for
the work that they might have done had
they begun missionary work where it was
needed, and let the medical line come in as
an essential part, connected with the work
of the gospel ministry as a whole, as the
hand is connected with the body. Life is
not to be imperiled in an effort to obtain
a medical education. There is danger, in
some cases, that students will ruin their
health and unfit themselves {10} to do
the service they might have done had they

Special Testimonies, Series B

not been unwisely encouraged to take a
medical course.
Often
erroneous
opinions
are
transcribed on the mind, and these lead
to an unwise course of action. Students
should have time to talk with God, time to
live in hourly, conscious communion with
the principles of truth and righteousness
and mercy. At this time straightforward
investigation of the heart is essential.
The student must place himself where
he can draw from the Source of spiritual
and intellectual power. He must require
that every cause which asks his sympathy
and co-operation has the approval of the
reason which God had given him, and
the conscience, which the Holy Spirit is
controlling. He is not to perform an action
that does not harmonize with the deep,
holy principles which minister light to his
soul and vigor to his will. Only thus can
he do God the highest service. He is not
to be taught that medical missionary work
will bind him to any man, who shall dictate
what his work shall be.
Medical missionary work is not to be
drawn apart and made separate from church
organization. The medical students are not
to receive the idea that they may regard
themselves as amenable only to the leaders
in the medical work. They are to be left
free to receive counsel from God. They are
not to pledge themselves and their future
to anything that erring human beings may
outline for them. No thread of selfishness
is to be drawn into the web; no scheme is
to be devised that has in it one particle of
injustice. Selfishness is not to control any
line of the work. Let us remember that
individually we are working in full view of
the heavenly universe. {11}
A High Standard.

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.” Luke
10:27. Just before He left His disciples
to return to heaven, Christ declared, “A
new commandment I give unto you. That
ye love one another; as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another.” Here we see
the standard lifted higher and still higher.
“By this shall all men know that ye are My
disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
John 13:34, 35. The disciples could not then
comprehend Christ’s words, but after His
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension,
they understood His love as never before.
They had seen it expressed in His suffering
in the garden, in the judgment-hall, and in

April 3, 1900
or of death unto death. Young men and
women, what kind of a harvest are you
preparing to garner? Are you sowing
unto eternal life, or unto wretchedness
and corruption? On the decision of
this momentous question depends your
happiness or misery for eternity.” {19}

Words of Instruction to
Physicians and Nurses

April 3, 1900
HYSICIANS ARE PLACED where
peculiar temptations will come to
them. If they are not prepared to withstand
temptations by the practice of the principles of truth, they will fall when Satan
tempts them. There are ministers of the
Gospel who are too weak to resist temptation. They may have long preached the
Gospel, and with marked success; they
may have won the confidence of the people, but when they think they are strong,
they show that they cannot stand alone
without being overcome. Unless they govern their habits and passions, unless they
keep close to the side of Christ, they will
lose eternal life. If ministers are in such
danger, physicians are even more so.
The perils of physicians have been
opened before me. The physicians in our
sanitariums must not allow themselves
to think that they are in no danger. They
are in positive danger; but they may
avoid the perils which surround them if
they walk humbly with God, taking heed
not to be presumptuous. “Let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall.” A power higher and stronger than
human power must hold the fort in our
medical institutions.
Connected with each sanitarium should
be a man and his wife of mature age, who
are as firm as a rock to the principles of
truth, who can act as guide and counselors.
The education of men and women in a
sanitarium is a most important and delicate
work, and unless physicians are constantly
prepared for this work by the power of
God, they will be tempted to look upon the
bodies of ladies with an unsanctified heart
and mind.
There should always be connected with
our sanitariums women of mature age,
educated and trained for the work, who
are competent to treat lady patients. At
whatever cost they should be employed;
and if they cannot be found, persons
having the right dispositions and traits of
character should be educated and prepared
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Words of Instruction to Physicians and Nurses
for this work.
Physicians must avoid all freedom
of manner toward ladies, married
or unmarried. They should ever be
circumspect in their behavior. It is better
that our physicians be married men, whose
wives can unite with them in the work.
Both the doctor and his wife should have
a living experience in the things of God.
If they are devoted Christians, their work
will be as precious as fine gold. {20}
To the young men and young women
who are being educated as nurses and
physicians I will say, Keep close to Jesus.
By beholding Him we become changed
into His likeness. Remember that you are
not training for courtship or marriage, but
for the marriage of Christ. You may have
a theoretical knowledge of the truth, but
this will not save you. You must know by
experience how sinful sin is, and how much
you need Jesus as a personal Saviour. Only
thus can you become sons and daughters
of God. Your only merit is your great need.
Those selected to take the nurse’s
course in our sanitariums should be wisely
chosen. Young girls of a superficial mound
of character should not be encouraged to
take up this work. Many of the young men
who present themselves as being desirous
of being educated as physicians have
not those traits of character which will
enable them to withstand the temptations
so common to the work of a physician.
Only those should be accepted who give
promise of becoming qualified for the
great work of imparting the principles of
true health reform.
Young ladies connected with our
institutions should keep a strict guard
over themselves. In word and action, they
should be reserved. Never when speaking
to a married man should they show the
slightest freedom. To my sisters who are
connected with our sanitariums, I would
say, Gird on the armor. When talking to
men, be kind and courteous, but never free.
Observant eyes are upon you, watching
your conduct, judging by it whether you
are indeed children of God. Be modest.
Abstain from every appearance of evil.
Keep on the heavenly armor, or else for
Christ’s sake sever your connection with
the sanitarium, the place where poor shipwrecked souls are to find a haven. Those
connected with these institutions are to
take heed to themselves. Never, by word or
action, are they to give the least occasion
for wicked men to speak evil of the truth.
There are two kingdoms in this world,
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the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of
Satan. To one of these kingdoms each one
of us belong. In His wonderful prayer for
His disciples, Christ said, “I pray not that
thou shouldst take them out of the world,
but that thou shouldst keep them from the
evil. They are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world. Sanctify them through
Thy truth; Thy Word is truth. As Thou hast
sent Me into the world, even so I have also
sent them into the world.

SpTB17a - The Unwise Use
of Money and the Spirit
of Speculation (1911)
Introductory Note
The spirit of speculation is ever
increasing. The desire to acquire riches
quickly by speculative methods is growing
even among Seventh-day Adventists.
There is reason to believe that during
the last thirty years, more than one
hundred thousand dollars has been lost by
our brethren through their investments in
mines and mining stock, and in various
manufacturing enterprises, which have
been recommended by their friends as
providential opportunities to acquire
means rapidly for the furtherance of the
gospel.
A warning is needed, and recent
occurrences have called it forth, as
presented in the following pages. W. C.
White
*******

Chap. 1 - Selections
Regarding The Unwise
Use of Money, The True
Riches
December 7, 1903

C

Sanitarium, California

HRIST BEHOLDS THE WORLD
full of activity in seeking for earthly
treasures. He sees many eagerly trying first
one thing and then another in their effort to
obtain the coveted earthly treasure which
they think will satisfy their selfish greed,
while in their eager pursuit they pass by
the only path that leads to the true riches.
As one having authority, Christ speaks
to such ones, inviting them to follow Him.
He offers to lead them to the riches that
are as enduring as eternity. He points
them to the narrow path of self-denial and
sacrifice. Those who press on in this path,
surmounting every obstacle, will reach the

Chap. 2 - Grasping for Riches
land of glory. In lifting the cross, they find
that the cross lifts them, and they will at
last gain the imperishable treasure.
Many think to find security in earthly
riches. But Christ seeks to remove from
their eye the mote that obscures the vision,
and thus enable them to behold the far
more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory. They are mistaking phantoms for
realities, and have lost sight of the glories
of the eternal world. Christ calls upon them
to extend their view beyond the present,
and add eternity to their vision. . . .

our brethren saying, as did the foolish
rich man, “Soul, thou hast much goods
laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry.” Many are
forgetting that they are God’s servants,
and are saying, “Tomorrow shall be as
this day, and much more abundant.”
God is looking on your every business
transaction. Be on your guard. It is time
that deep, earnest thought should be
given to laying up treasure in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
nor thieves break through and steal.

Chap. 2 - Grasping for
Riches

Chap. 3 - All on Test and
Trial

From the Review and Herald

From a Testimony sent to the General
Conference, 1897.

July 10, 1888
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HE PEOPLE OF GOD, who have
been blessed with great light in regard
to the truth for this time, should not forget
that they are to be waiting and watching
for the coming of their Lord in the clouds
of heaven. Let them not forget that they are
to put off the works of darkness, and put on
the armor of light. Let no man set up his
idols of gold, or silver, or lands, and give
the service of his heart to this world, and to
its interests. There is a mania for speculating in land, pervading both city and country. The old safe, healthful paths to competence are losing their popularity. The idea
of accumulating substantial means by the
moderate gains of industry and frugality,
is an idea that is scorned by many, as no
longer suited to this progressive age.
The desire to engage in speculation, in
buying up country and city lots, or anything
that promises sudden and exorbitant gains,
has reached a fever heat; and mind, and
thought, and labor are all directed toward
securing all that is possible of the treasures
of earth in the shortest possible time. Some
of our youth bid fair to be hastened on to
ruin, because of this feverish grasping
for riches. This desire for gain opens the
door of the heart to the temptations of the
enemy. And the temptations that come, are
of such an alluring nature, that there are
some who cannot resist them. . . . {5}
The spirit of gain getting, of making
haste to be rich, of this all-absorbing
worldliness, is painfully contradictory to
our faith and doctrines. Should the Lord
most high be pleased to impart His Holy
Spirit, and seek to revive His work, how
many would be hungering for the heavenly
manna, and thirsting for the waters of
life? . . . I see there is danger of some of
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N ACQUIRING MONEY, Christians
are safe only as they follow God’s direction, and use it in channels which He
can bless. God permits us to use His goods
with an eye single to His glory. He blesses
us, that we may bless others. Those who
have adopted the world’s maxim, and discarded God’s specifications, who grasp
all they can obtain of wages or goods,
are poor, poor indeed, because the frown
of God is upon them. Walking in paths of
their own choosing, they {6} do dishonor
to God, to the truth, to His goodness, His
mercy, His character.
Now, in probationary time, we are all
on test and trial. Satan is working with
his deceiving enchantments and bribes,
and some will think that by their schemes
they have made a wonderful speculation.
But lo, as they believe that they are rising
securely, and are carrying themselves
loftily in their selfishness, they learn that
God can scatter faster than they can gather.

Chap. 4 - A Fatal SelfDeception
No date

From “Testimonies for the Church,”
volume 1, pages 477, 478.

M

ANY FLATTER THEMSELVES
that their desire for gain is that they
may help the cause of God. Some promise
that when they have gained such an amount,
then they will do good with it, and advance
the cause of present truth. But when they
have realized their expectations, they are
no more ready to help the cause than before. They again pledge themselves that
after they purchase that desirable house
or piece of land, and pay for it, then they

July 10, 1888
will do a great deal with their means to advance the work of God. But as the desire
of their heart is attained, they have far less
disposition than in the days of their poverty, to aid in the advancement of the work
of God. “He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he {7}
becometh unfruitful.” The deceitfulness
of riches leads them on, step by step, until
they lose all love for the truth, and yet they
flatter themselves that they believe it. They
love the world and the things of the world,
but the love of God or of the truth is not
in them.

Chap. 5 - The Message to
Sell
July 7, 1888

Burrough Valley, California

Dear Brethren and Sisters at —:
ET NOT THE ENEMY of God
and man control your thoughts, your
words and actions. The message from the
lips of Christ is, “Sell that ye have, and
give alms; provide yourselves bags which
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that
faileth not.” There will be many great failures in earthly banks, and in speculations,
including mining and real estate.
How pleased Satan would be if in the
very time when men should be selling their
possessions to sustain the cause of God, he
can so deceive them that all their available
means shall be invested in land speculation
and other worldly enterprises, thus taking
away from the cause of God means which
should flow into the treasury to advance
His work in the earth.
When Jesus tells us to “sell,” He does
not mean that our principal burden should
be to buy possessions. If Satan can get us
entangled in worldly possessions so that
we have no means to put into the Lord’s
treasury, then he is leading us to do the
very thing that Jesus has told us not to do.
{8}
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Misleading Prospects

Many have conscientiously loaned
their money to our institutions, that it may
be used to do a good work for the Master.
But Satan sets in operation schemes that
will produce in the minds of our brethren
a great desire to try their fortunes, as in a
lottery. One and still another are flattered
by strong representations of financial gain
if they will only invest their money in
lands; and they take their means out of our
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